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PREFACE. 


A FTER completing two volumes of their 
Journal, the Society find it necefiary to apo¬ 
logize to their readers for making fome alteration 
in the publication of a work that has been honored 
in a very eminent degree with the patronage of the 
public. 

When the Society firft engaged in this plan their 
objedt'was to employ their leifure moments in a 
manner that might be ufeful to themfelves and the 
community. They were likewife defirous to co¬ 
operate with other fifnilar inftitutions in promoting 
that laudable fpirit of obfervation and inquiry 
which has of late years fo happily prevailed in this 
country.—In thefe views the Society have, not been 
difappointed.—Their own induflry has been fti- 
mulated to perufe with attention a variety of me¬ 
dical works with which it is probable they would 
otherwife never have been acquainted; and they 
flatter themfelves that thofe among their readers 
who want opportunity to procure, or leifure to 
read many new books, efpecially foreign ones, have 
received ufeful information from their labours. 
The number of refpedtable and ingenious prac¬ 
titioners, who have honoured the Society with 
fheir cprrefpondence, alfo affords them the moft 

pleafiBg-' 
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pieafing fatisfadtion, as they fee their journal every 
day deriving additional importance from the in- 
tereftirig fadts and remarks that are inferted under 
the head of EJfays and Obfervations. Thefe would 
be fufficient inducements to them to proceed as 
they began j but a year’s experience has convinced 
them that their periods of publication are too 
frequent. The gentleman who contributes the moft 
largely to the work, and who adts as Editor, finds 
the trouble of a monthly publication incompatible 
with his other avocations, fo that what was ori¬ 
ginally propofed as a means of filling up a few 
vacant hours, has been found to require more time 
than he can conveniently fet apart for it. 

In future the Society mean to adopt a mode of 
publication by which this inconvenience will be 
avoided. The fame general plan will be purfued 
as before in the diftribution of their materials, but 

* 

inftead of once a month, a number of their Journal 
will appear only once a quarter. Each number 

will confift of feven fheets, fo as to make one 

/ 

volume at the end of the year. This arrange¬ 
ment, it is hoped, will meet with the approbation 
of their readers. 

London, 

Pec. 29, 1781. 




LONDON MEDICAL JOURNAL, 

For JULY 1781. 

SECTION I. 

BOOKS. 

I. Experiments and obfer vat ions relating to various 
branches of natural philofophy^ with a continuation 
of thofe on air. The fecond volume. By Jofeph 
Prieftley, LL. D. F. R. S. honorary member of 
the Academy of Sciences at Peterfburgh , and of 
the Royal Academy of Medicine at Paris. 8 vo. 
Johnfon, London, 1781, 408 pages/6s. 

I N the firft fe&ion of this volume Dr. Prieft- 
ley has profecuted the capital difcovery which 
he formerly publilhed of the purification of 
air by vegetables when expofed to the influence 
of the fun’s light. Mr. Scheele in his treatife on 
Air and Fire had endeavoured to fhew that air 
is injured by vegetation,'and that the empyreal 
or dephlogifticated portion of it is converted 
Vol. II. N° I. A thereby 
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thereby into aerial acid. This important fub- 
je6t is now cleared up by our illuftrious au¬ 
thor’s new experiments. 

tc In my laft publication (fays he) I obferved 
“ that the willow plant grew very well both in 
“ inflammable, and in common air, and that it 
“ abforbed a confiderable proportion of both 
“ the kinds, as well as of nitrous air. In this 
“ there could not poflibly be any miftake, unlefs 
“ we fuppofe the water to have abforbed the air, 
“ which it has never been known to do in any 
<e fimilar circumftance. However when I re- 
“ fumed the experiments on the growth of this 
• c plant in the courfe of the laft fummer, I had 
“ no inftance of the abforption of common air; 
“ but I had repeated, and very extraordinary 
u ones of the abforption of inflammable air by 
41 it; and the plant flourifhed fo remarkably in 
“ it that it may be faid to feed upon it with great 
“ avidity. This procefs terminates in the change 
“ of what remains of the inflammable air into 
“ a new fpecies of air as good as common air, 
“ or even better: fo that it muft be the inflam- 
“ mable principle in the air that the plant takes, 
4t converting it, no doubt, into its proper nou- 
“ rifhment. 


“ Some 
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<£ Some other plants alfo, as comfrey , and duck- 
<c weed , I obferved to thrive very well in in- 
C£ flammable air, and to produce a fimilar effect 
<£ upon it, though mint does not thrive fo well in 
C£ this as in common air; and I have generally 
* £ found that, in time, this plant is killed by it. 
££ It may deferve to be mentioned that the 
willow plant grows bell in marfhy places which 
££ abound with inflammable air. The plants 
£< which I made ufe of grew in the bottom of a 
<£ field, in and near a piece of water, into which, 
** if I only thruft a flick a prodigious quantity 
££ of inflammable air rulhed out, fo that, without 
££ changing my place, I could at any time col- 
** left a large receiver full of it. And bubbles 
<£ of air were very frequently rifing fpontaneoufly 
‘ £ from the mud at the bottom. 

££ It may therefore be a provifion in nature 
££ that this noxious kind of air fhould be fitted 
K to the nourifliment of fuch plants as grow belt 
“ in thofe places in which it abounds, as well as 
<£ that plants in general fhould purify the com- 
mon atmofphere.” 

The author then proceeds to relate a variety of 
experiments which confirm the above do&rine, 
as well as the fadt which he had formerly dif- 

A 2 covered. 
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covered, that dephlogifticated air is universally 
hurtful to vegetables. 

The fecond fedtion commences with fome ob¬ 
servations on the nature of the green matter which 
adheres to the Sides of vefifels filled with water, 
when .expofed to the fun’s light; and which the 
author had difcourfed of in a former volume, as 
the caufe of the purification of the air contained 
in the \yater, when afiifted by the influence of 
light. He is now Satisfied by experiments that 
it is a vegetable matter: and Mr. Bewly has ob-< 
Served the regular form of it by a microfcope. 
The principal reafon which made our author 
queftion its being a plant, was, its being pro-, 
duced, as he then thought, in clofe-ftopt vials. 
But this having been done only with a common 
cork, the feeds of the plant, which muft float 
infenfibly in the air, might have infinuated them- 
felves through fome unperceived fracture in it; 
or they might have been contained in the water 
previous to its being put into the vial. Both Mr, 
Bewly and himfelf found, in the courfe of the 
laft Summer, that when diftilled water was expofed 
to the fun in vials filled in part with quickfilver, 
and in part with diftilled water, and inverted in 
bafons of quickfilver, none of this green matter 
was ever produced j the feeds of the plant not 

having 
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having been able to penetrate through the mer¬ 
cury to reach the water incumbent upon it, 
though in feveral cafes they infmuate themfelves 
in a manner that is truly wonderful. 

He next relates experiments which further de- 
nionftrate that the purification of air in thefe 
cafes depends jointly on the fun’s light , and on 
the green (vegetable) matter on the bottom and 
fides of the vefiel; and that neither of thefe can 
effeft it without the other. 

Dr. Ingenhoufz is of opinion that the dephlo- 
gifticated air is generated or produced by the plant 
and the light. But Dr. Prieftley proves, by a 
variety of experiments, that thefe do no more 
than purify the air already contained in the water 
and in the atmofphere. He concludes this fedtion 
with obferving, that “ air combined with water is 
4C liable to be phlogifticated by refpiration, and 
* c to be dephlogifticated by vegetation, as much 
“ as air in an elaftic ftate out of water. . For fifties 
foul the air contained in the water in which they 
“ are confined, and water plants now appear 
“ to purify it. This is, no doubt, one of the 
“ great ufes of weeds, and other aquatic plants, 
“ with which frefti water lakes, and even feas 
“ abound, as well as their ferving for food to a 
great number of fifties.”—He further ob- 

ferves, 
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ferves, “ that water ifluing from the earth con- 
w tains air of an impure kind; that in its paf- 
“ fage the grafs extra&s from it its phlogifton, 
“ fo that it then becomes replete with dephlo- 
“ gifticated air, and unfit for further nutriment 
<c to vegetables/* 

In the third feCtion the author relates fome 
further obfervations on the green matter , which 
he now confiders as a plant. The feeds of it 
float invifibly in the air, infinuate themfelves 
through the fmalleft. apertures, yield plants in 
all feafons of the year, wherever they meet with 
water; and are capable of producing air in the 
fpace of a few days. The richeft pabulum for it 
are the putrefeent parts of vegetable and animal 
fubftances. If however the quantity of putre¬ 
factive matter in the water be too great it will 
phlogifticate the air as fail: as the plants pro¬ 
duce it. 

Rain water, and diftilled water, yield the 
green matter, and confequently produce air, later 
than pump water. The latter containing more 
air to operate upon, and in a lefs pure ftate. 
Water impregnated with fixed air did not begin 
to yield the green matter, and pure air, till after 
the fixed air might be fuppofed to have made 
* its efcape. 

The 
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The fourth and fifth feCtions treat of thcprodup- 
tion of the green matter and pure air, by means of 
various vegetable and animal fubftances in water. 
The moft remarkable circumftance attending 
thefe experiments was that fome fubftances, con¬ 
cerning which the author could have had no 
fuch expectation a priori, inftead of admitting 
the growth of this plant when they began to pu¬ 
trefy and diflolve (which was the cafe with moft 
vegetable and animal fubftances) yielded from 
themfelves a very great quantity of inflammable 
air ; and it made no difference whether they were 
placed in the fun. or in the {hade. Whereas 
other fubftances, which, if they had been con¬ 
fined by quickfilver, would have yielded, by 
putrefadtion, inflammable air alfo, together with 
a portion of fixed air, only fupplied that proper 
pabulum for this green matter, and the whole 
produce was pure dephlogifticated air; the phlo- 
gifton, which in other circumftances would have 
been converted into inflammable air, now going 
to the nourifhment of this plant, which by the 
influence of the light yields fuch pure air. The 
author then relates a variety of experiments 
from which thefe obfervations were deduced j and 
concludes the fubjeCt with the following judicious 
reflections: 

" It 

1 1 i 
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w It is impoflible not to obferve from thefc 
experiments the admirable provifion there is in 
nature to prevent or leflen the fatal effects of 
putrefa&ion, efpecially in hot countries, where 
the rays of the fun are moft direct, and the heat 
moft intenfe. For whereas animal and vegetable 
fubftances by fimply putrefying, would necefiarily 
taint great mafles of air, and render it wholly 
unfit for refpiration, the lame fubftances putre¬ 
fying in water fupply a moft abundant pabulum 
for this wonderful vegetable fubftance, the feeds 
of which appear to be in all places difperfed in- 
vifibly through the atmofphere, and capable, at 
all feafons of the year, of taking root, and im¬ 
mediately propagating themfelves to the greateft 

extent. By this means, inftead of the air being 

\ 

corrupted, a vaft addition of the pureft air is con¬ 
tinually thrown into it. 

By this means alfo, ftagnating waters are ren¬ 
dered much lefs offenfive and unwholefome than 
» 

they would otherwife be. That froth which alfo 
we fee on the furface of fuch waters, and which 
is apt to create difguft, generally confifts of the 
pureft dephlogifticated air, fupplied by aquatic 
plants, which always grow in the greateft abun¬ 
dance, and flourilh moft in water that abounds 
with putrid matter. When the fun fhines, thde 

plants 
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plants may alfo be feen to emit great quantities 
of pure air. 

Even when animal and vegetable fubftances 
putrefy in air , as they have fome moifture in 
them, various other plants in the form of moldy 
&c. find a proper nutriment in them; and by 
converting a confiderable part of the phlogiftic 
effluvium into their own nutriment, arreft it in 
its progrefs to corrupt the furrounding atmo- 
fphere. So wonderfully is every part of the 
fyftem of nature formed, that good never fails to 
arife out of all the evils to which, in confequence 
of general laws moft beneficial to the whole, it 
is necefiarily fubjeft. It is hardly poflible for a 
perfon of a fpeculative turn not to perceive, and 
admire, this moft wonderful and excellent pro* 
yifion.** 

[ To be continued. ] 
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II. Vermfchte- chirurgifcbe fchriften , i.e. Mtf- 

cellaneous furgical Effays , publijhed by John Le- 
berecht Schmucker, Firjl Surgeon General to 
the arnry y and Director of all the military hofpi- 
tals in Prujfta . Vol.‘ II. 8vo. Berlin. 302, 
pages, with a copper-plate. 

O F the firft volume of this collection we gave 
an ample account in a former part of our 
Journal. The eflays contained in this fecond 
volume are as follows : 

I. On amaurofis , by Mr. Schmucker.—The au¬ 
thor fets out with obferving, that in this difeafe 
the pupil of the eye gradually lofes its fplendor, 
and acquires a pale colour, fo that a lkilful 
practitioner is able, even at a diftance, to judge 
of the pretence of blindnefs. He remarks that* 
in general, patients labouring under an imper¬ 
fect amaurofis, fee worle in clear day-light than 
in obfeure places. In many cafes the difeafe 
comes on fuddenly, and in fuch, it feems, he 
has commonly been morp fuccefsful than where 
the complaint was flow in its progrefs. In cafes 
of incipient amaurofis, he has fometimes ob- 
ferved that when both eyes were open, the pa¬ 
tients faw objects double. 

He obferves that the curative indications in 
this difeafe will be as various as its caufes. The 

moll 



moft frequent of thefe he fuppofes to be an in- 
creafed determination to the head from a fup- 
prefiion of the haemorrhoids or catamenia, in 
either of which cafes a return of the flux is to be 
promoted by applying leeches to the anus or la¬ 
bia pudendi. Mr. Schmucker recommends at 
the fame time copious venaefedtion, the appli¬ 
cation of leeches to the throat and temples, and a 
perpetual blifter to the neck. 

In cafes where the energy of the optic nerve 
feemed to be impaired, he has experienced ex¬ 
cellent effedts from naufeating dofes of emetic 
tartar given twice a day for feveral weeks. 

In two cafes where the difeafe was accom¬ 
panied by an obftrudtion of the frontal finufes, 

and a preternatural drynefs of the noftrils, he 

✓ 

fucceeded in the cure by means of fnuff, which 
by promoting a difeharge from the nofe gra¬ 
dually removed the complaint. 

The author obferves that in fevers, fmall pox, 
meafles, gout, &c. this diforder is often the ef¬ 
fect of metaftafis, and he gives an inftance of a 
patient who, upon being troubled with a gouty- 
pain in his heel, applied cold water to the part 
affedted. The pain immediately ceafed, but the 
next day he became blind. He likewife fpeaks 
of another patient who was affedted in a flmilar 

B 2 manner 
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manner by repelling the rhcumatifm from his 
Ihoulder by cold applications. In this laft cafe 
Mr. Schmucker fucceeded in the cure by the 
following mode of treatment. He began by ap¬ 
plying a blifter between the fhoulders, and pre¬ 
ferring an emetic, which was repeated the day 
following. In three days the patient began to 
recover his fight, and by means of the naufeat- 
ing courfe juft now mentioned, together with 
the ufe of millepedes infufed in Rhenifh wine, 
and of an embrocation to the temples, the moft 
aftive ingredients of which are fpir. lavend. c. & 
fpir. fal. ammoniac, the cure was compleated in 
a few weeks. A fimilar method, we are told, 
prbved equally efficacious in a cafe of amaurofis 
brought on by the meafles. 

Mr. Schmucker remarks that the venereal 
amaurofis requires the ufe of mercury, but that 
in all other cafes this remedy is hurtful. In fe- 
veral patients he has tried the flowers of arnica, 
and in others electricity, but without experi¬ 
encing the leaft good effect, from either of thofe 
remedies. It ought to be obferved, however, 
that the new method of adminiftering electricity 
lately adopted in this country was unknown to 
our author. 

\ 

II. Remarks 

. • -. it, * • .» 
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II. Remarks on tranjlations of milk from the 
breajls , by the fame.—Two cafes of abfcefs are 
here related which the author, perhaps without 
fufficient reafon, afcribes to a tranflation of milk 
from the breafts. 

I 

III. A cafe of hernia , by the fame.—The moft 
remarkable circumftance in this cafe, previous to 
the operation, was a hard lump which formed a 
part of the hernia, and could not be reduced. 
On making an incifion into the hernial fac it was 
found to contain a confiderable quantity of water, 
and the lump juft now mentioned was a portion 
of the omentum adhering to the fac. The whole 
of this fubftance was fuccefsfully removed, but not 
without a fecond operation, as the patient’s lofs 
of ftrength did not: allow it to be completely ex¬ 
tirpated at once. 

Mr. Schmucker obferves that the fpermatic 
chord and teliicle were found lying before the 
hernial fac, fo that they might have been eafily 
wounded by a hafty or inexperienced operator. 

IV. Of a dangerous wound of the head , by the 
fame.—In this cafe the trepan was repeatedly ap¬ 
plied on account of a wound on the left parietal 
bone. On the nineteenth day after the operation 
the face fwelled, and the patient was feized with 
a locked jaw. Thefe alarming fymptoms, how¬ 
ever. 
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ever, were removed by a diarrhoea which came 
on the 25th day, and continued for fome time. 

V. Of the amputation of fingers and toes , by 

Mr. Block.—Several cafes are deferibed in this 
♦ 

paper. The firft relates to the amputation of 
a fore-finger of immenfe bulk. It had been 
for a long time painful and ulcerated, and when 
taken off was found to weigh twelve ounces and 
a half. Externally it was of a cartilaginous con¬ 
fidence, but within it was merely gelatinous, af¬ 
fording no appearance of mufcles or tendons. 
Three cafes are fpoken of, of fingers cut through 
by a broad fword, all of which our author con¬ 
trived to cure by what in furgery is termed the 
firft intention. 

• * V 

Mr. Block fpeaks of a woman who was re¬ 
peatedly delivered of children with fix fingers 
and toes, though neither (he or her hufband had 
more than five. In fome of thefe inftances the 
fingers or toes being imperfeft, and without a 
bone, our author thought it right to amputate 
them. 

VI. Remarks on the ufe of belladona , by Mr. 
Evers.—The firft cafe in which this medicine was 
given by the author was in a fchirrous affeftion of 
the uterus. The patient, we are told, had been 
eight times pregnant, and was delivered each 

- . : time 


\ 
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time of a dead child. In her ninth pregnancy 

, b | A ' , • 

Mr. Evers was coniulted. She was delivered as 
before of a dead child, and the placenta, upon 
examination, was found to be attached to a kind 

t 

of fac, the furface of which was rough like the 
head of a cauliflower. The patient was directed 
to take five grains of the powder of belladona, 
and the fame quantity of rhubarb every morn¬ 
ing for four weeks, interpofing the ufe of a pur¬ 
gative occaflonally. The author informs us that 
foon after this, his patient became pregnant 
again, and was delivered of a live and healthy 
child.—He relates the cafe of another woman 
who, after having been delivered of two dead j 
children, complained of dyfpncea, naufea, op- 
preflion at the ftomach, and continual pain in 
the left hypochondrium: to this patient alfo he 
prefcribed the belladona in the fame manner as 
in the other cafe, and fhe was afterwards delivered 
of a live child. 

To thefe cafes Mr. Evers has added two in- 
flances of herpes; one of thefe was apparently 
venereal, and was cured by the mercurius cor- 
rofivus fublimatus; the other feeming to be a 
local afreflion of the {kin, was removed by bliflers 
which were applied to different parts of the body 
in fucceflion. 


VII. Of 
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VII. Of a Jlone in the rettum, by Mr. Schwind. 
—We have here an account of a woman who for 
a long time complained of pain in her abdomen, 
and was fubjed to frequent colics. At length 
a (lone of the fize of an hen’s egg was accidentally 
difcovered in the redum by giving a glyfter, and 
was extracted by means of a pair of forceps. 

VIII. Obfervations on the ufe of belladona, by 
the fame.-—In a cafe of a cancerous ulcer of the 
foot this remedy, we are told, was given with¬ 
out effed. At length two grains of the powder 
were adminiftered at once. This foon occafioned 
the moft alarming fymptoms, but they lpeedily 
difappeared. The patient died after taking fix 
drachms of the medicine. 

IX. An account of a wound of the thorax, by 
Mr. Ollenros.—In this cafe part of the left lobe 
of the lungs, the pericardium, and even the 
apex of the heart were wounded by a fword. 
The fymptoms that enfued were a fonorous re- 
fpiration, intermitting pulfe, and fpafms of the 
thorax and extremities. Notwithftanding thefe 
alarming appearances a perfed cure was effeded 
in about five weeks. 

X. Of the efficacy of lime water in internal ul¬ 
cers, by the fame.—Two cafes are related in 

which this remedy was ufed with fuccefs. In 

one 
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bne of thefe the patient, who had a puru¬ 
lent expectoration, hectic fever, colliquative 
fweats, and cedematous fwellings of the fcrotum 
and feet, was cured by drinking about a pint 
and a half of lime water and milk every morn¬ 
ing. In fourteen days the expectoration and 
fever were much lefiened. Our author then pre¬ 
ferred the Peruvian bark along with the lime 
water, and in about four weeks after this the pa¬ 
tient was perfectly recovered. In the other cafe, 
an ulceration of the urinary bladder, the fame 
remedy proved equally efficacious. Mr. Ollenros 
obferves that it commonly promotes the l'ecretion 
by the kidneys, but gradually weakens the fto- ' 
mach, on which account its ufe ought to be oc- 
cafionally fufpended for two or three days, dur¬ 
ing which timeftrengthening remedies fhould be 
adminiftered. 

XI. Of a wound of the head , by the fame.—In 
this cafe one of the parietal bones was injured, 
but the fracture, we are told, extended only to 
the diploe. The patient was deprived of his 
fenfes by the blow, but recovered them by re¬ 
peated blood-letting and glyfters, and the ufe of 
cold applications to the wound; on the third 
day he complained of pain at the forepart of his 
head, and of a fpafmodic affection of his eyes. 
Vol. II. N° I. C . Thefe 
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Thefe fymptoms however were foon removed, 
part of the parietal bone exfoliated, and the wound 
healed without difficulty. 

XII. On the effects of cold water in cafes of in¬ 
carcerated hernia ,‘ by the fame.—Two cafes are 
related in which this application was tried with 
fuccefs. In the firft of thefe fnow was applied 
to the tumour, and renewed as faft as it melted. 
Recourfewas had at the fame time to the tobacco 
glyfter, and in about fixteen hours the hernia 
was reduced. In the fecond cafe the patient was 
troubled with vomitings, fingukus, and a burn¬ 
ing pain in the abdomen. Cold water with fal 
ammoniacum, nitre and vinegar, were applied to 
the fwelling, and the fumes of tobacco thrown 
up the inteftines as in the former cafe. The her¬ 
nia was reduced in about nine hours.—Mr. Ok 
lenros adds a cafe of prelapfus ani of long (land¬ 
ing, which, after having refilled a variety of re¬ 
medies, was cured in about twenty-four hours by 
cold water applied to the part, and thrown up 
by way of glyfter. 

’ XIII. Another cafe of a wound of the heady by 
the fame.—In this cafe the temporal bone was 
deprefled by a fall. The patient became fenfe- 
lefs, and his pulfe was imperceptible, but upon 
laying bare the bone, and opening a branch of 

the 



the' temporal artery, his reipi ration returned. 
Cloths wet with cold water were applied to the 
wound, and renewed every half hour. The day 
following the patient was fenfible. On the fifth 
day the deprefled bone was elevated, and ten 
ounces of coagulated blood dilcharged. On a 
more clofe examination it was difcovered that the 
arteria meningea media was wounded. On the 
• twelfth day the cold applications were difcon- 
tinued ; but were repeated again on the fifteenth, 
on account of an eryfipelatous eruption on the 
face, attended with fever, and a deep feated pain 
of the head. Thefe alarming fy'mptoms, how¬ 
ever, foon went off, and the patient gradually re¬ 
covered. 

XIV. A cafe of deafnefs and blindnefs produced 
by metaftafisy by Mr. Piifchel.—In this patient 
bleeding,, blifters, and other remedies were tried* 
■without effedt. At length the author had re- 
courfe to the method recommended by Mr. 
Schmuckef in his remarks on amaurofis. Half a 
grain of errietic tartar was given four times a 
day, with ten grains of gum ammoniac. The 
dofe of this medicine was gradually increafed 
till it excited vomiting. In about twelve davs 
the patient began to perceive light, and in a 
fortnight after this could diftinguifh objedls. At 
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length both his fight and hearing were re-efla- 
bliffied.— In another cafe of the fame kind a 
fimilar mode of treatment was adopted, and with 
equal fuccefs. 

[ To be continued. ] • 


III. Comparatio inter fettionem C<efaream et dijfeei 
tionem cartilaginis et ligamentorum pubis in partu^ 
ob pelvis angujliam, impoffibili, fticcipiendos , Auc* 
tore C. C. Siebold, M. D. Anat. Chirurg. et 
artis obfletricia Prof. pub. ord. 4 to. Wirteburgi, 
1779’ P- 72, 


T HE author begins this candid and judi¬ 
cious performance, with a hiftory of the 
Cgdarean operation, from the time of Rouflet, 
one of the earlieft writers on the fubjeft, to the 
prefent day •, after which he gives a ffiort ac¬ 
count of a cafe in which he himfelf had occafion 
to perform it. The patient, we are told, was 
ricketty and deformed. Dr. Siebold had affifted 
her in a former pregnancy, when the head of the 
child was opened, and the delivery accompliffied 
with great difficulty. In this fecond labour, the 
ftate of the patient, and the apparent impoffibility 
of her being relieved by any other method, in¬ 
duced him to perform the Cadarean operation. 

Jk 
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He began by making an incifion through the 
integuments on the right fide of the abdomen, 
this being more diftended than the left. Unfor- > 
tunately, in cutting into the uterus he wounded 
the placenta, which occafioned a profufe hae¬ 
morrhage, The child was extradted alive by 
the feet, and the uterus immediately contradted * 
after which the haemorrhage lefiened, and the 
placenta being detached, was extracted without 
difficulty. The omentum protruded through 
the upper part of the wound of the integuments, 
but was eafily reduced, after which the lips of 
the wound were kept together by flips of flicking 

The night fucceeding the operation the patient 
was attacked with a violent vomiting, by which 
the lips of the wound were burft open, the 
omentum and fmall inteftines prefled through it, 
and the haemorrhage excited afrelh. The day 
following the patient had fymptoms of fever, 
complained of pains in her belly, and had fre¬ 
quent inclination to vomit. On the fourth day 
a dark brown ichor began to ifllie from the 
wound ; on the fifth the vomiting ceafed $ and 
on the eighth the patient died. 

Upon diflection, the inteftines, omentum, and 
mefentery were found in feveraJ places adhering 
together in an. inflamed and gangrenous ftate 5 

and 




and in the neighbourhood of the inhjtimm ex cum 
and bladder was a confiderable quantity of black 
corrupted blood, partly in a coagulated, partly 
in a diffolved ftate. 

The child, faved by the operation, was afflicted 

three weeks after its birth with ulcerations over 

«• _ 

its whole body, and foon died. The nurfe who 
fuckled it found her nipples and breads affeCted 
in a fimilar manner. Thefe appearances our au¬ 
thor attributes to the lues venerea with which 
both the mother and child were probably in¬ 
fected. 

Dr. Siebold next proceeds to the hiftory of the 
new operation for dividing the fymphyfis pubis 
in cafes of difficult parturition, the invention of 
which is due to M. Sigault of Paris. This ope¬ 
ration has now been fuccefsfully performed by 
feveral practitioners in different parts of Europe, 
and amongft others by our author, from whofe 
account of it we lhall extract the following par¬ 
ticulars : 

When he had feparated the offa pubis with a 
faw, they receded from each other about three 
lines, or in other words, three tenths ot an inch* 
but in order to increafe the reparation to fixteen 
lines, the diftance that was required, fo much 
violence was obliged to be employed, that a total 

laceration of the bladder and vagina was dreaded, 

and 
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and the turning of the child proved lo tedious 
and difficult, that our author’s ftrength being ex- 
haufted, an afliftant was obliged to complete it. 
If the child had been alive, which was not the 
cafe, he thinks it would probably have died 
during the operation. 

After her delivery the patient had an incon¬ 
tinence of urine, but the lochia flowed as ufual. 
On the fifth day fhe complained of a violent pain 
in the region of the facrum, which continued 
two days, and then went off. On the 10 th the 
urine began to flow through the wound. On 

4 

the nth the patient was able to walk about her 
chamber without difficulty, although the offa 
pubis were certainly not concreted, and floughs 
were to be perceived in the wound, from the 
appearance of which Dr. Siebold fuppofes that a 
mortification had begun to take place about the 
neck of the bladder. The day following, upon 
examination, the bones of the pubis were found 
to be unequal and carious, and a crackling noile 
could be diftin&ly heard whenever (he walked. 

On the 3 2 d day a piece of bone exfoliated, 
and the fame thing happened feveral times after¬ 
wards during the courfe of the cure. Inaboutfeven 
days after this the patient began to void her urine 
through the natural channel, but fome of it ftill 

continued 



continued to pafs now and then through the 
.wound. On the 39th day after the operation 
Ihe was able to walk up and down flairs without 
difficulty, although the bones of the pubis were 
not perfectly united till the day, when fhe 
went about her ufual bufinefs, having no other 
complaint than a fmall fiitulous opening which 
was left to nature. 

1 

In July 1779, a year after the operation, our 
author law her again. The fiflula was then heal¬ 
ed, after feveral exfoliations had taken place, 
and fhe was in perfect health. By introducing 
his finger into the vagina he was able plainly to 
diflinguifh the callus between the two bones of 
the pubis. 

After relating this cafe, Dr. Siebold proceeds 
to the comparative inquiry mentioned in the title 
of his work, and begins with confidering the dif¬ 
ficulties that attend the Caefarean operation : of 
thefe, he obferves, the principal are the idea of 
horror that is naturally annexed to it; the un¬ 
certainty in fome cafes whether the child is alive 
or dead ; the danger of wounding the placenta, 
by the incifion into the uterus, and the dreadful 
haemorrhage that enfues from thence; the pro- 
trufion of the inteflines and omentum through 
the wound j the adhefion of the inteflines to the 

wound 
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wound of the uterus, m confequence of inflame. 

* • • 

mation, as M. Louis of Paris once faw happen; 
the want of proper means to bring the lips of 
.the external wound together. Hips of flicking 
plafter not being fufficient for this purpofe, and 
the uniting them by means of. a needle and 
thread never failing to increafe the irritation, 
pain, and inflammation; the violent vomiting 
that ufually follows the operation, with all its 
dangerous confequences; and laftly, the danger 
of a hernia after a complete cure. Our author 
next directs his views to fynchondrotowy , or the 
fe&ion of the fymphyfis pubis, an operation, he 
©bferves, which is neither fo dangerous nor fo 
painful as the one juft now fpoken of; but he 
thinks that on this fubje& the principal queftion 
is, whether it is really fo advantageous as its ad¬ 
vocates have taught us to imagine. In difcufling 
this point our author remarks, that by a mode¬ 
rate feparation of the bones of the pubis from 
each other, the diameter of the pelvis is but very 
little augmented j and that if much violence is 
employed for this purpofe, there will be great 
danger of lacerating the ligaments of the pelvis, 
and of courfe bringing on a fatal fuppuration. 
fie obferves likewife, that much force cannot be 
employed without injuring the bladder, and its 
Vol. IJ. N° I. D far- 
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furroundmg cellular memhrane by the extenflon.' 
if the narrownefs of the pelvis is owing to an 
exoftofis the operation will, in his opinion,, be 
fruitlefs, and he thinks it will be equally inef- 
fcftual if the ligamentous fibres at the fidps of 
the os facrum are offified * inftances both of the 
one and the other of thefe cafes have occurred to 
him in his difieftipiis. Upon the whole he is of 
opinion that this operation will be found yfeful 
only in cafes where the head of the child is not 
pf extraordinary bulk, and where the diameter of 
the pelvis is not lefs than three inches, 


IV. Academia Scientiarum Imperials Petra r 
politana , pro anno 1777. Pars prior. 4to, 
Petropoli, 1778, 484 pages, with 13 copper¬ 
plates. 

i* 

T H E nature of this work, and the views of 
the Academy in giving a new title to their 
publications, will bell appear from the follow¬ 
ing advertifement which is prefixed to the volume 
before us: 

« The tranfaclions of the Imperial Academy 
« of Sciences ’at St. Peterlburgh, of which 
* « the ftrft volume is now prefented to the. 

“ public. 
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" public, are in fad a continuation of their me- 
moirs publifhed hitherto under the title of 
“ Commentarii Academia Scientiarum Petrapoli - 
“ tana. 

“ From their inftitution in 1726 to their re- 
<c ntwal in 1747, the Academy publifhed four- 
“ teen volumes. They then began a new col- 
46 ledion, under the title of Novi Commentarii: 
“ and from 1747, to the celebration of their 
** jubilee in 1776, twenty more volumes made 
“ their appearance,, of which the xivth for 1769, 
" is divided into two parts. * 

“ The Academy perceiving that their com- 
“ mentaries increafed in number and bulk, fo 
46 that the purchafe of them became more and 
“ more burthenfome, refolved, in 1777, to 
“ change the title a third time, in order that this 
“ new feries of their Tranfaftions might in fome 
“ meafure form a feparate work, fo that the reader 
“ might not be obliged to load himfelf with the 
** preceding commentaries. The Academy have 
“ likewife thought proper to make confiderable 
“ alterations in the bulk, and even in the form 
“ of the volumes, in order to lefien the price 
“ and render them interefting to a greater num- 
*\ her of perfons. 

D 2 “ In 
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“ an index to all the volumes of their Commen- 
<c taries both old and new, and to give at the 
cc fame time their hiftory from their foundation 
tc to the celebration of their jubilee.” 

Agreeably to this arrangement the prefent vo¬ 
lume confifts of two parts, feparately paged. 
The fir ft of thefe, entitled Hijloire de l'Academic 
and written in French, employs ioo pages; the 
remainder of the volume is allotted to the slfta. 

In the hiftorical part of the work, under the 
head of Experimental Pbilofopby , we meet with an 
account of a new electrical apparatus invented 
by Mr. Volta, and by him named the Perpetual 
Elettrophorus. It confifts of two plates of metal, 
the lowermoft of which is covered with a layer 
of pitch; the other, which is fomewhat fmaller, 
is fufpended by filken cords, fo difpofed by 
means of pullies that the plate may be brought 
into contaCt with and rubbed upon the refinous 
mafs. 

The eleCtrophorus defcribed in the volume 
before us was executed at St. Peterlburgh by 
order of the Emprefs, after a model fent froip 
Vienna, and is the largeft hitherto conftruCted. 
. It is nine feet in length, and four and a half in 
width. The refinous mafs fpread. upon its under- 
. plate contains 189 ppunds of pitch, and eighty 

pounds^ 
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pounds of Spanifh wax. In the ABa, Mf. : 
KrafFt gives a minute defcription of this appa¬ 
ratus, and A theory of its effects. This paper* 
which is intitled Tentamen Theorize Eleftropbori * 
is illuftrated by an engraving. 

Under the head of Natural Hijlory we have 
an account of the cranium of a rhinoceros with 
two horns, fent to Profefibr Camper from the 
Cape of Good Hope, and by him prefented to 
the Academy. From the ftrufture of this fkull 
Profeffor Camper is of opinion that the African 
rhinoceros is of a different fpecies from that of 
Afia. 

We have next an account of fome obfervations 
on mufhrooms, communicated to the Academy 
by Father Cibot, one of their members, who is 

a miflionary at Pekin. This Writer treats very 

4 % 

fully of the different opinions that are to be 
‘ found in the Chinefe books, concerning the na¬ 
ture and produ&ion of mofies and mufhrooms. 
The moll curious part of Father Cibot’s paper 
is his account of the method praftifed by the 
Chinefe for procuring a plentiful fupply of 
mufhrooms. It confifts, we are told, in burying 
1 rotten pieces of the wood of particular trees in a 
•good foil, and in a fhady fituation, turned to¬ 
wards the fouth. The wood is fuffered tore- 


main 
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main in this ftate all the winter, and is fre¬ 
quently watered, efpecially when the fummer 
heats have begun to take place. Nitre is dik 
folved in the water employed for this purpofe. 
This method, according to Father Cibot, never 
fails to procure muih rooms the very firft year. 

The Chinefe are of opinion, that each tree, 
jand eveji different parts of the fame tree, pro¬ 
duce a certain fpecies of muffiroom which is pe¬ 
culiar to them. The trees they are faid chiefly 
to employ for this purpole, are the elm, the 
mulberry, the willow, the poplar, the pine, and 
the chefnut. 

The learned miffionary obferves Ukewife, that 
the Chinpfe, who make the agarics of different 
trees a part of their food, have alfo a method of 
procuring ap abundant fupply of this kind of 
fungus. It conflfts in burying the lower half 
pf the trunk of the fpecies of tree they have 
phofen (the eldeft are faid to be the bell for this' 
purpofe) in a fhady place, expofed to the fouth. 
This trunk and the earth around it are to be 
frequently watered, efpecially during the great 
heats. That part of the trunk which is above 
the mould, efpecially when not deprived of its 
f>ark, is covered with agarics, which are to be 
{bon gathered, otherwife they grow hard and 

woody. 
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woody. In a few days there is a frefh growth, 
and in this manner the trunk continues to pro¬ 
duce a fucceflion of crops for feveral months. 

Father Cibot concludes his paper with an ac¬ 
count of a fimple method praCtifed by the Chiriefe 
for afcertaining the falubrity of mufhrooms. It 
confifts in boiling with them a few pieces o ijurtcus 
(jonc) the pith of which becomes of a blackifh 
colour, if the mufhrooms are of a noxious fpecies. 

The A 5 la, or fecond part of the volume, are 
divided into the three heads of Mathematica , 
JPbyfica, and Aftronomica ; the papers contained 
in the fecond of thefe divifions, are as follows 
I. Remarks on the natron of RuJJia, hy J. G. 
Georgi.— Hitherto native mineral alkali, which 
is, doubtlefs, the natron of the ancients, has been 
confidered as a pretty rare production in the 
mineral kingdom. It has been occafionally 
found, however, in different parts of Europe, 
and particularly in Hungary; but no country 
produces it in fuch abundance, or fo generally, 
as Siberia, and all the defects of Alia. 

Mr. Georgi, who has collected all the remarks 
made on this fubjecl of late years by Dr. Pallas 
and others, is convinced by thefe, and by his 
own experiments, that this alkali is produced by 
the lpontaneous defiruCtion of the fea-falt and 

Glauber’s 



[ 33 3 

Glauber's fait, with which the lakes and fait 
marlhes in the fouthern provinces of Ruflia 
abound. He points out the great advantages 
which might be derived from this natural alkali, 
by fubftituting it for the vegetable alkali in * 
variety of procelfes, both in phyfic and the arts. 

Towards the end of his paper he fpeaks of a 
•method pra&ifed at Ncrtfchinlki for procuring 
ehryftals from this fait, which anlwer all the pur- 
-pofes of borax in metallurgical operations. This 
procefs our author fuppofes to have come origi¬ 
nally from China, Thibet, or fome other part 
-of the Eaft. 

II. A description of the ledum buxifolium , by 
Peter Jonas Bergius.—Botanifts have hitherto 
been acquainted with only a fingle fpecies of le¬ 
dum, that is very common in marfhy fituations 
in the nojthern parts of Europe and Afia. PrO- 
feffor Bergius here defcribes a new fpecies found 
in barren fandy foils in New Jerfey. This plant, 
of which an engraving is given in the work, dif¬ 
fers from the common ledum in its leaves, which 
are oval, and fimilar to thofe of the buxus, on 
which account the author has given it the name 
of ledum buxifolium. 

III. A defeription of the Digit ales Hybrid*, by I. 
T. Koelreuter.—The author of this paper has for 
Vol. II. N° I. E fome 
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fome time been employed in a feries of laborious 
and interefting experiments on. the production 
of hybrid# or mules in the vegetable kingdom. 
The laft volume of the Novi Comment arii, pub- 
liftied by the Academy, contains the refult of 
his trials with different fpecies of Lychnis, Cu- 
cubalus, Silene, and other plants of the fame 
family. From thefe experiments it appears that 
he was able to produce hybrid# from the lychnis 
divica and cucubalus vifcofus , two plants of dif¬ 
ferent genera. 

Jn the prefent paper Mr. I£oelreuter defcribes 

* 

the refult of his experiments with different fpo* 
ties of digitalis. The digitalis lutea and digitalis 
purpurea fecundated each other reciprocally, and 
produced real hybrid# ^ or mules, partaking of each 
of thofe fpecies. A fimilar production took place 
between the digitalis lutea , and the digitalis 'Tbapji, 
Our author likewife procured mules by fecun¬ 
dating the female organs of the digitalis ferru- 
ginea with the male duft of the digitalis ambigua ; 
but his attempts to procure fimilar productions 
by a mixture of the digitalis lutea and digitalis 
ambigua were unfuccefsful, a proof this that 
■thefe two fpecies, which by fome botanifls haye 
been confidered as fimple yarieties, are really dif¬ 
ferent. 

J 4 • 11 ■ 
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IV. A defcription of the orifice of the great co¬ 
ronary vein , by C. F. Wolff.—The great coro- 

• nary vein, and the orifice by which it communi¬ 
cates with the right finus of the heart, were 
known to Galen, but Euftachius feems to have 
been the firft who noticed the valve with which 
this orifice is furnilhed. Since his time anato¬ 
mical writers have conftantly fpoken of this 
valve as being of a femilunar fhape, but the in¬ 
genious writer of the paper before us, who treats 
this fubjeft very accurately and minutely, con¬ 
tends that its figure is oblong and narrow, and 
he confiders it as a valve fui generis , different 
from any other to be met with in the human 
body. His defcriptions are illuftrated by an en¬ 
graving. 

V. A defcription of the different fpecies of phoc<e, 
by J. Lepechin.—Linnseus fpeaks only of one 
fpecies of thephoca or feal, but others, as Pon- 
topidan andCranzius, defcribe four and even five 
kinds of this animal. Our author, who, in his 

i 

voyage up the White Sea, had good opportu¬ 
nities for informing himfelf on this fubjedl, re¬ 
duces the number to two, and thefe are the 
phoca oceanica , and phoca leporina , of each of 
which he gives an accurate defcription illuftrated 
by elegant engravings. 

E 2 The 
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. The volume clofes with an epitome of a me- . 
teorological diary kept at St. Peteriburgh in 
1776, by John Albert Euler. 


V. Fr. Chr. Stollers, D. A. D. &c. Beobacbtungen 
und Erfahrungen aus der inneren und aiijferen 
Heilkunjty mil pbyfiologifcfen^ anatomifcben und 
praflifcben Anmerkungen . i. e. Cafes medical and 
cbirurgical ; with phyfioJogtcal j anatomical , and . 
practical remarks. By Fr. Chr. Stollers, M. D. 
8vo. Gotha, 1780. 

W E have here accounts of eight cafes 
that occurred to the author in his prac¬ 
tice : The firft relates to a difeafe which he names 
*Tabes chyluritica , five manor cum heftica expen - 
ditione chyli . It occurred in a man forty years 
of age, who was troubled with an excretion, of 
what our author fuppofes to have been chyle, 
from the uriqary paffages, accompanied with 
violent pain in the loins, frequent vomiting, 
cofiivenefs, anxiety, and feverifli heat. The 
urine difcharged refembled thin milk, and after , 
a few hours depofited a light white fediment, 
which, upon being lhaken, was again perfe&ly. 

mifcible 
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mifcible with the watery part. The author 
fufpetted a ftone in the kidcies to be the caufe 
of this complaint, but, this qpinion, he tells us, 
was ill founded. Soap, opium, bitters, muci¬ 
laginous remedies and dyfters were tried re¬ 
peatedly, but without affording any relief. At 
length, after a few purges of rhubarb, manna, 
and Epfqm fait, he adminiftered the Peruvian 
hark in fubftance, with an opiate at bed-time, 
by which means the patient recovered. In a 
note the author has collc&ed, what has been 
faid by different pra&ical writers concerning this 
dileafe. 

The fecond paper contains a defcription of & 
very confiderable prolapfus of the vagina, which, 
included feveral large calculi. After thefe were- 
taken out the complaint was eafily cured. 

Next follows an account of a peculiar finny 
excrefcence from a dens molaris in a widow 
feventy years old, who had loft all her other 
teeth. This fubftance was ieparated by anacci-^ 
dent without the tooth’s being afiefted. Somer 
time afterwards a fimilar roafa made its appear-, 
ance a fecond time, and the tooth becoming loofe,, 
they were extracted together. The firft excre£ 
cence weighed two drachms and fifty grains; the? 
laft, fifty-four grains. Placed in the jiitrojis, 

acid 
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acid it did not effervefce, but became very fofe 
and affumed a brimftone-like colour 

The cafe fuicceeding this is of a woman who 
was repeatedly troubled with a preternatural re¬ 
tention and adhefion of the placenta. In her fecond 
labour, after an hour and a half’s fruitlefs exertion 
on the part of the midwife to deliver the pla¬ 
centa, our author was requefted to give his af- 
fiftance. He found it adhering firmly on the 
right fide near the orifice of the uterus, but was 
able to bring it away without much difficulty. 
When extra&ed he obferved in it a ftrong ten¬ 
dinous excrefcence. The fame thing happened 
to the patient in'three fucceflive labours. At 
the clofe of the paper the author takes occafion 
to point out the dangerous confequences of leav¬ 
ing the feparation of the placenta always to nature. 

In the fifth paper we have an account of a boy 
who, after violent excrcife and drinking freely 
of beer and brandy, was attacked with fymptoms 
of mania. He bit at every thing he came near, 
rolling his eyes in a wild manner and with great 
quicknefs, without uttering a fyllable. Half a 
drachm of ipecacoanha forced into his ftomach 
excited vomiting, and brought up a great deal of 
bread and fome cucumber, after which the pa¬ 
tient became quiet. 


The 



The fixth is a cafe of fpurious aneurifm of the 
left arteria cefophagea attended with peculiar 
fymptoms. The nature of the difeafe was not 
difcovered till after death.—After this follows a 
pafe of palfy of the tongue and right arm and 
leg, accompanied with convulfions. Thefe 
fymptoms followed a rheumatic fever and jaun¬ 
dice. A cure was effected by chalybeates and 
antilpafmodics. In the eighth and laft paper 
the author relates his fuccefs with the cicuta in a 
cafe of the tinea capitis that had refilled a variety 
of other remedies. 

■ - » 

In an appendix to the work we meet with fe- 
veral mifcellaneous pra&ical remarks. The au¬ 
thor obferves, that in cafes of inveterate rheu- 
rpatifm. and likewife in fome venereal com¬ 
plaints, he has experienced excellent effedts from 
an extract prepared from the frelh juice of the 
flowers and leaves of the napellus caeruleus or 
blue monklhood. In rheumatic cafes, he gives 
from four to eight grains of it combined with 
the fedative fait of Homberg \ and in venereal 
affections he mixes it with mercury. 

In this appendix we alfo find a new method 
of* preparing a tindure of cantharides, by firft 
pouring water upon the flies, and after fullering 
them to digeft a few hours, adding fpirit of wine. 



The author advifcs a previous diftillation of the 
latter with balfam of Peru. Two drachms of the 
powder of cantharides to four ounces of brandy, or 
two ounces offpirit of wine, and the fame quantity 
of water, are, we are told, the belt proportions for 
this tin&ure either for internal or external ufe. 

The author adds fome obfervations on the ufe 
of the fubhmate, and the vinum dnlimoniale. He 
prepares the latter in a manner very different 
from Huxham, by pouring Spanifh wine upon 
any quantity of vittutn antimoniale , and filtring 
the mixture, after fhaking it repeatedly, and fiif- 
ferin£ it to ftand for fome days. He enrols the 
'efficacy of this remedy in cafes of fmall-pox, 
Wo^rns, catarrhal fever, and hooping cough. 

i » # • » ) I « > . t . * *«• r . .. 

SECTION II. 

Essay sand Observations. 

I. Cafe of a boy pcifoned by the root of hemlock-drop- 
wort. By Thomas Houlfton, M. D. Vhyfician 
to the Liverpool Infirmary. Communicated by 
William Hawes, M. D. Phyfician in London. 
Bead June 25, 1781. 

J UNE 9th 1781, the eldeft fon of the Rev. 

Mr. Kirkpatrick, a diffenting minifter, about 
nine years old, rambling with feveral other 

children 
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children in the fields adjoining to the Leeds 
Canal near Liverpool, gathered, and gave to the 
others, a number of the roots of the hemlock- 
dropwort, which he believed were ground nuts, 
. and of which he eat a much greater quantity than 
the reft. As he was returning home he grew 
giddy, and if he had not, been prevented would 
have reeled into the canal. His inability to di¬ 
rect his motions increafed gradually, and he was 
foon affe&ed with ftupor and convulfions. His 
mother, apprized of his fituation, fpeedily came 
to him, and immediately, as (he faid, conceived 
the idea of his having eat fomething, the effects 
of which were fimilar to the poifon adminiftered 
to Sir Theodofius Boughton, till which time no 
fuch thing had been apprehended. Some water 
out of the canal was given him to drink, and 
he vomited a confiderable quantity of the root 
he had fwallowed; he however grew worfe, 
raved, became heavy and convulfed, and was 
carried into a houfe adjoining. Mr. Shertcliffe, 
a furgeon in the neighbourhood, was fent for, 
who, with a view to evacuate what he had taken, 
gave him a folution of emetic tartar, and a pur¬ 
gative glyfter. 

He had fwallowed at leaft twenty grains of 
tartar emetic, when I was fent for to him about 
Vol. II. N® I. F eight 
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eight in the evening. I found him quite in the 
epileptic ftate, with the pupil vaftly dilated, 
total infenfibility, and all the appearance of a 
perl'on in the laft degree of intoxication. Con¬ 
vinced that unlefs the contents of the ftomach 
Could be expelled, no hope of his recovery re¬ 
mained* I gave, in folution, a fcruple of white 
vitriol, moft part of which was got down. 

The convulfions, for fome time paft, had been 
ftrong and frequent j they feemed to begin with 
an effort, as it were to vomit (though after he 
got into the houfe he never vomited in the lead). 
The head was drawn to the right fide, and thrown 
back* general fpafms fucceeded, the eyes ftarted 
prodigioufly out from the fockets, and the 
tongue was thruft out, and forcibly bit, Some 
sether was fent for, and I poured a fmall quan¬ 
tity into the mouth, on the temples, See. It was 
thought at times to relieve the fits which inter¬ 
rupted the circulation fo as to render the pulfe 
imperceptible •, and to give often reafon to fup- 
pofe it was irrecoverably flopped. In this man¬ 
ner, however, the feene was clofed at laft, rather 
placidly, about ten ^>’clock at night, after he had 
fuffered thus above four hours, The refpiration* 
though flow, continued tolerably eafy, almoft to 
. ' , ", the 
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the laft. The clyfter operated a little .before he 
died, and a very offenfive (tool followed. . 

Notwithftanding the boy had thrown up a 
confiderable quantity of the root, yet I had no 
doubt but that fuch a part of what he had eaten 
remained in the ftomach as would render every 
effort to fave him ineffectual. The event un¬ 
fortunately anfwcred my expectations, and dif- 
feCtion confirmed the truth of the conjecture. 
Mr. Shertcliffe found in the ftomach above an 
handful of the root, and noticed very fenfibly the 
fmell peculiar to it, the moment he cut into the 
cellular membrane, though it was not till twenty- 
four hours after death. 

It was at firft fuppofed that what the boys had 
gathered and eaten was the water-parfnip; and 
afterwards that it was the water-hemlock. In- 
deed Boerhaave, in his Hijloria Plant arum , under 
the article Slum (water-parfnip) commends the 
firft lpecies for its aperient, emollient,. and de- 
' tergent qualities; but adds, “ that he never had 
dared to adminifter it, from the refemblance 
•which it bears to the fecond fpecies, the cicuta 
aquatica, of which thofe who have eaten, unlefs 
relieved by vomiting , 1 died dreadfully and fin- 
gularly convulfed.” The latter (the water-hem¬ 
lock) which is extremely poifonous, is frequently 

F 2 con* 
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"confounded alfo with the hemlock-dr op-wort, the 
plant now fpoken of, which is equally dangerous, 
and is termed by Lobel, Ray, and others, Of- 
nanthe cicuta facie. This, however it is certain, 
was the one pitched upon by the boy, who with 
difficulty recovered, as the root he and his com¬ 
panions had eat of. 

’ Four of the other boys in company had par* 
taken, though more fparingly, of the noxious 
repaft, but on the firft alarm, vomits having 
been exhibited, they all efcaped. One, how¬ 
ever, was with difficulty made to vomit, though 
he took largely both emetic tartar and ipecaco- 
anha, and he was affected with giddinefs, drowfi- 
hefs, and twitching fo much that for fome hours 
his recovery remained doubtful. He told me he 
had eaten one root and’ a half; and more than two 
hours had elapfed before he was fenfibly affe&ed 
by it. 

This unfortunate accident, as well as the one 
which was lately the fubjeft of a judicial difcuf- 
fion, proves how fatally certain is the efteft of 
the poifons of this clafs. Thefe vegetable poifons 
do not, like the mineral ones, become fatal by 
producing inflammation of the ftomach, though 
at firft they flimulate, and endeavour to promote 
their own difcharge, yet their baneful action is 

folely 
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foldy On the nervous fyftem. Like to opium or /pi¬ 
nts , they bring on filch a degree of infenfibility, 
or, as feme fuppofc, of fpafm, as wholly to de- 
■ftroy or counteract the power of the Jlbmach to 
expel them , whilft their continuance there mad: 
inevitably prove fatal; whereas many mineral 
poifons may be decompofed by any alkali; and 
even the danger from drinking /pints, may be 
greatly lefiened, by conveying into the ftomach 
(by means of a pipe pafied beyond the glottis) 
large quantities of water to dilute them after the 
power of vomiting, as well as of fwallowing, is 
loft. [See two papers which 1 drew up on this 
fubjeCt, and which are inferted in the Edinburgh 
Medical Commentaries, Vol. VI. p. 325, and in 
thofe by Dr. Duncan, Fart 3. 1780.] 

To render a poifonous vegetable in the ftomach, 
which cannot be evacuatedi inactive, is what we 
are yet unequal to.—To dilute it would pro* 
bably be, at leaft, a vain attempt, if it did not 
(by the liquid afting as a menftruum) elicit and 
render more aCtive the poifonous quality; and 
unfortunately, to evacuate it, after it has re? 
mained long enough to produce in a certain de¬ 
gree, its effeCt on the ftomach, feems next to im- 
poffible. We fhould, however, when there is 
the eaft ground to fufpeft any thing of this kind, 

immediately 
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immediately endeavour, by an aftive emetic, to 
evacuate the ftomach, whilft there yet remains a 
poflibility of doing it. On the early exhibition 
of a vomit in fuch cafes depends its operation, 
and on that only, perhaps, the fecurity of the 
patient. 

Liverpool, June 15, 1781. 


II. An account of a remarkable operation on a 
broken arm. By Mr. Edward Ford, Surgeon to 
‘ the JVeJlminJler General Bifpenfary. Communi¬ 
cated by Samuel Foart Simmons, M. D. F. R. S. 
Read July 2, 1781. 

T HOMAS SMITH, a native of Ireland, 
aged thirty-five years, being at Milford 
Haven, in Oftober 1775, on his way to Ireland, 
had the misfortune to break his arm. It was 
immediately bound up by a furgeon of that place, 
and the day following he failed for Galway, and 
from thence walked to Limerick by Ihort ftages, 
applying, on the road, to a furgeon, who exa¬ 
mined his arm. At Limerick he put himfelf 
under the care of an eminent praftitioner, who 
continued the fame or fimilar bandages. All 
this time it daps not appear by his narrative that 

any 

* /* . * ' 
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any remarkable circumftances occurred. Never- 
thelefs at the end of fix weeks the fra&ured ends 
of the bone were not united. He was then 
advifed to have cold water pumped upon his 
arm.—This plan was purfued for fome time. 

He now returned to England, and applied to 
various gentlemen at different hofpitals, who tried 
many topical applications, and even internal me¬ 
dicines, but without effeft. 

When I faw him, in September 1776, there 
was a tranfverfe fra&ure of the radius, about two 
inches above its juncture with thewrift, the ends 
of the bone evidently rubbing againft each other. 
There was no tenfion or fwelling of his arm, al¬ 
though he was in the conftant exercife of his 
trade, which was that of a fhoemaker. 

The inconveniences of which he principally 
complained were, that he could not perform 
any labour which required him to grafp his hand; 
that he was frequently affli&ed with cramps in 
his wrift; and that his arm was quickly tired in 
the neceffary labour of his bufinefs. 

Being perfe&ly fatisfied that a repetition of the 
former treatment would be unneceffary, I had 
at firft propofed to make an incifion down to 
the fra&ure, and faw off the ends of the bone, 
in the manner recommended by Mr. White, and 

performed 
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performed by him with fuccefs in the Infirmary 
at Manchefter. But as the patient was not 
wholly deprived of the ufeof his limb, I thought 
the rifk would be too great-, and confidered, 
that if nature in the early ftage of the difeaJe had 
been prevented from generating the callus, or 
the union had been obftru&ed by any foreiga 
fubftance, the mifchief might probably be re¬ 
medied merely by cutting down to the fratturc. 
By this means the caufe which prevented the 
union might be removed, or the ofllfic difpofition 
excited by the inflammation which would necef- 
farily refult from this procefs. Accordingly, on 
the 2 2d of September, in the prefence of Dr. 
William Hunter, Dr. Robert Bland, Mr. Vaux, 
furgeon, Mr. Combe, and feveral other gentle¬ 
men, I performed the following operation. 

The patient was feated on a chair, and his 
arm fupported on an inclined plane fixed to the 
back of that.and another chair. The tourniquet 
being applied, I made a longitudinal incifion about 
two inches in length, through the integuments on 
the outfide of the arm, near the courfe of the 
i'npinator radii longus, and of the tendon of the 
extenfor carpi radialis, both of which being ex- 
pofed in the difleftion, were carefully held afide, 
whilft I cut down to the fracture. The bonp 


was 
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Was covered with its pef.ofteum which I feraped 
off, by means of a common elaftic fpathula, for 
the fpace of half an inch above and below the 
fracture. 

I did not find any membrane or other fubftance 
intervening between the fradtured parts, but the 
ends of the bone were rough. 

The operation being finilhed, the wound was 
filled up with lint, and covered with a pledgit, 
after which the arm was bound up with an eigh¬ 
teen-tail bandage, and laid upon a pillow in a- 
bent pofition. The patient was immediately put • 
to bed, and an anodyne adminiftered. The 
next morning a flight fymptomatic fever coming 
on, he was bled, and took an opening medicine. 
After that time he was free from any difagreeable 
fymptom. 

In drefiing his wound for the Hrft three weeks, 

I frequently found upon the lint fmall exfolia¬ 
tions of the bone, not larger than grains of fand, 
but the difeharge never had that black hue, which 
ufually attends a caries. 

The bone was foon covered With granulations, 
but there was no callus formed till five weeks 
after the operation, at which period he began to 
have fome ftrength in the limb. At the end of 
eight weeks I found no kind of crepitation in the 
Vol. II. N° I. G bone. 
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bone, and in three months he was entirely well. 
It is now more than four years fince the operation 
was performed, and he continues to have the 
perfect ufe of his arm. 

Golden-Square, 

• June 2 $, 1 / 51 . 

SECTION III. 

Medical and Philosophical News. 

Oeconomical Society at Berne in Swit- 
A zerland have propofed the following fub- 
je< 5 t for a prize of fixty ducats, “ What are the 
“ vapours produced by the fermentation of thofe 
“ vegetables which are inflammable, and by 
u what circumftances are they produced and 
<l rendered inflammable ?” The difiertations are 
to be written in Latin, German, French, Eng- 
lilh, or Italian, and fent to M. de Haller de 
Roche, fecrctary to the fociety, on or before the 
the 31ft of December 1782. 


\ 

The library, chemical and philofophical ia- 
ftruments, foflils, &c. belonging to the late Dr.. 
Lewis of Kingftori, have lately been fold in Lon¬ 
don. 
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4. Of meafuring heat: 5. Of determining the 
ftrength of worts, £.1 11 6,— V, Hoffman’s 
medical works abridged, with additions under 
each difeafe, from later writers, 2 vols. 8vo. 
£.3 10 6.— VI. Chemical leCtures read to his 
prefent Majefty, when Prince of Wales, at Kew, 
4to. Ditto to their Royal Highneffes the Duke 
and Duchefs of Gloqcefter at Kingfton, 410, 
/.i 17.—- VII. Collections on iron from all the 
experimental writers that could be procured ; 
from the information of the moft experienced 
workmen, and from obfervations at the works 5 
with a view to a general hiflory of iron and its 
manufactures. 1 vol. fob 2 books 4to. 4 books 
8vo. Confiderable parts.of the faid hiftory dl- 
geftedj but wanting fome further experiments 
and informations for completing them, 6 books 
4to. ,£,21 10 6.*—VIII, CplleCtions on thejriftory 
of tin, and the arts depending thereon, from the 
beft experimental writers, German, Swedifh, and 
French, with the procels of making tin plates, 
by a manufacturer, 8vo. £. 1 iS.-t-IX. Synoptic 
tabular views of the properties of the different 
metallic bodies, fol. £.2 4.—X. Hellot’s art of 
dying, from the French, with additions, 2 vols. 
8vo. Extracts from Stahl’s Ars tinCtoria funda¬ 
mentals, 8vo. £.18 7 6.—XI. Tranflations of 

entire 
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entire papers, abridgments and abftraCfs of all 

\ 

the papers on chemical, medical, and phyfical 
fubjeCts contained in the Swedifh aCts, or trans¬ 
actions of the Royal Academy at Stockholm, 
from 1739 to 177 6 inclufive.. Tranflated from 
the Swedifh, with a table. 7 vols. 8vo. £.31 10 6. 
•—XII. Pott’s Lithogeognofia , 4to. Chemical ef- 
fays, 4 vols, 8vo. and other Chemical works by 
the fame author. Tranflated from the German, 
£.2 5.——The whole collection of manuferipts, 
eonfifting of 133 lots, fold for about 200 guineas. 


/ 

We have lately received from Stockholm a 
paper, in the Swedifh language, written by the 
ingenious Mr. Scheele, and deferibing his me¬ 
thod of preparing mercurius dulcis , via humida y 
and likewife a new green colour. His account of 
the firft of thefe proceffes is as follows : 

“ Half a pound of quickfilver, and the fame 
quantity of pure aqua fortis, are to be put into a 
fmall veffel with a long neck, the mouth of which 
is to be covered with paper. The veffel is the& 
to be placed in a warm fand bath, and after a few 
hours, when the acid affords no figns of its aCting 
any longer on the quickfilver, the fire is to be 
increafed to fuch a degree that the folution may 

nearly 
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nearly boil. This heat is to be continued for 
three or four hours, taking care to move the 
vefTel from time to time, and at laft the folution 
is to be fuffered to boM gently for about a quarter 
• of an hour. In the mean while we are to dif- 
folve four ounces and a half of fine common fait 
in fix or eight pints of water. This folution is 
to be poured boiling into a glafs vefTel, in which 
the abovementioned folution of quickfilver is to 
be mixed with it, gradually, and in a boiling 
ftate alfo, taking care to keep the mixture in 
conflant motion. When the precipitate is fet¬ 
tled, the clear liquor is to be drained from it, 
after which it js to be repeatedly wafhed with 
hot water till it ceafes to impart any tafte to the 
water. The precipitate obtained by this method 
is to be fjltred, and afterwards dried by a gentle 
heat. 

“ It might be fuppofed, that when the nitrous 
acid ceafes to effervefce with the mercury, it is 
faturated with it; but this is far from being the 
cafe; the acid, when the heat is increafed, being 
Hill able to diffolve a confiderable quantity of it, 
with this difference, however, that the quick- 
filver at the beginning of the procefs is.calcined 
by the acid, but afterwards is diffolved by it in a 

^metallic form. In proof of this we may ob- 

* 

ferve. 
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ferve, that not only more elaftic vapour arifes, 
but alfo that by adding either fixed or volatile 
cauftic alkali we obtain a black precipitate, 
whereas when the folution contains only calcined 
quickfilver, the precipitate becomes yellow bj* 
fuch an addition. If this black precipitate is 
‘ gently diftilled, it rifes in the form of quickfilvcr, 
leaving a yellow powder, which is in fa< 5 t that 
part of the mercury that in the beginning of 
the operation was calcined by the nitrous acid. 

“ The boiling of the folution for about a 
quarter of an hour is necefiary, in order to keep 
the mercuriits nitratus in a difiolved date, it being 
much difpofed to chryftallize. In general, fome 
of the mercury remains undiffolved, but it is al¬ 
ways better to take too much than too little of 
it, becaufe the more metallic fubftance the folu¬ 
tion contains, the more mercurius dulcis will 
be obtained. 

“ It is neceflary to pour the mercurial folu¬ 
tion into the folution of lalt by a little at a time > 
and cautioufly, fo that no part of the undifiolved 
quickfilver may pafs along with it. Two ounces 
of common fait are fufficient to precipitate all the 
mercury, but then it may eafily happen that fome 
fuperfluous mercurius corrofivus attaches itfelf to 
this precipitate, which the water alone is incapable 

of 
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of feparating completely. This is undoubtedly 
the reafon why mercurius precipitatus albus is 
always corrofive. I have found that common fait 
pofiefies the fame quality as fal ammoniac, viz. 
that of diffolving a great quantity of mercurius 
corrofivus* I therefore employ four ounces and 
a half of common fait in order to get the mer- 
curius corrofivus entirely feparated. 

w If we confider the manner in which mer¬ 
curius dulcis is obtained in the dry way, by fubli- 
mation, we (hall not find it difficult to give the; 
rationale of this new procefs. 

tc Mercurius corrofivus albus is a middle fait. 

* 9 

confifting, as is well known, of marine acid 
combined with calx of mercury. This fait is 
capable of difiblving a good deal of quickfilyer 
in a metallic form, but for this purpofe the molt 
minute particles of each muft be reciprocally 
mixed. This happens, when by means of heat, 
they are both converted into vapour. The fame 
thing occurs in the abovementioned procefs. The 
folution firft fpoken of contains the calx mer- 
curii and quickfilver divided into the moft mi¬ 
nute particles. If to this folution we add marine 
acid, or (to fave expence) common fait, the ma¬ 
rine acid will unite with the calx of mercury, 
and the refult of this union will be a true mer-' 


curius 
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curius corrofivus albus ; and as the folution 
contains quickfilver in its metallic (late, this will 
immediately attrad as much of the mercurius 
corrofivus as is neceflary to faturate it, and by this 
means a real mercurius dulcis will be produced, 
which, from its being infoluble, will be immc* 
diately precipitated. 

<{ The following fads are proofs that this pre¬ 
cipitate is a good mercurius dulcis, ift, It is en¬ 
tirely taftlelefs. 2dly, I have fublimed it and ex¬ 
amined what afcended in the beginning, and 
which ought to have been corrofive, if the pre¬ 
cipitate had contained any thing of that nature; 
it being well known that mercurius corrofivus 
afceads fooner than mercurius dulcis, whereas 
through the whole of the fublimation what arofe 
was a pure mercurius dulcis, exadly like that 
which is obtained in the common manner. gdly, 
I have mixed this precipitate with one fourth 
part of quickfilver and fublimed if, upon a fup- 
pofition that if it contained too much mercurius 
corrofivus it would be able to unite with more 
quickfilver; but fo far was this from being the 
. cafe, that the quickfilver was not diminifhed in 
weight by the experiment. 4thly, It is known 
that cauftic alkalis and lime water give mercu¬ 
rius dulcis a black colour. The fame thing 
Vol.II. N°I. H hap- 



happened with mine. The black colour is no 
other than quickfilver divided into very fine 
particles. 

u That the procefs I have been defcribing is 
more advantageous than that which is ufually 
adopted, I cannot doubt j becaufe, in the firft 
place, this mercurius dulcis can be prepared 
with lei's difficulty, with lefs expence, and with¬ 
out employing corrofive fublimate. 2dly, As 
there carl be no danger of its being in any de¬ 
gree corrofive, provided it be fufficiently edul¬ 
corated, it may always be given with fafety. 
3dly, The operator is not expofed to that noxious 
duft which in the old method arifes during the 
trituration of the corrofive lublimate and quick¬ 
silver. 4thly, This is much finer than the 
common mercurius dulcis, it being impofiible 
to make the latter equal to it in this refpedt, 
however long it may be triturated.” 

To this account we may add that Dr. Elliot, 
having undertaken, at the requeft of the fociety, 
.to repeat Mr. Scheele’s procefs, finds that a 
pound of mercury, and the fame quantity of 
aqua fortis, treated in the manner above de- 
fcribed, yield thirteen ounces and a half of calomel. 
In our next number we fhall infert Mr. Scheele’s 
method of preparing a new green colour. 


From 
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ftitution amounts to about ioo guineas. The 
infpe&ors are authorized to give a reward to the 
perfon who firft informs them that a freih family 
is infedled.. 


The following new works are in the prefs; 
viz. i. Obfervations on Diforders of the Nerves. 
By Alexander Thomfon, M. D. 2. Elements 
of the Branches of Natural Philofophy connected 
with Phyfic. By John Elliot, M. D. 


PROMOTIONS. 

Dr. Matthews to be phyfician to St. George’s 
Hofpital in London, in the room of Dr. Gilborne, 
who has refigned.—Mr. Ingle to be furgeon to the 
Infirmary at Leicefter .—June 26. John Sibthorpe, 

/ 

M. B. of Lincoln College, Oxford, to be one of Dr. 
Radcliffe’s travelling phyficians.— July 3.Charles 
Davy, M. A. of Gonville and Caius College, 
Cambridge, to be M. B.—10. Mr.John Robertfon 
to be furgeon to Dalrymple’s corps in Jamaica, 
in the room of Mr. Richard Allen deceafed.— 

. t 

Mr. - — - Wood to be furgeon to the ad regi¬ 
ment of foot in the room of Mr. John Perryn. 
«*—,Mr, James Kay to be furgeon to the 70th 

regiment 
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regiment of foot, in the room of Mr. Lighteizer. 
—Mr. Phillips to be furgeon to the 85th regi¬ 
ment of foot, in the room of Mr. John Ruther¬ 
ford.— Mr. Thomas Davy of the 57th, and 
Mr. Donald M l Intire of the 43d regiments of 
foot, to be furgeons to the general hofpital in 
North America. 


DEATHS. 

‘June 12. At Finchley, in Middlefex, Sir Tho¬ 
mas Harris, Knight, one of the court of affift- 
ants of the Company of Apothecaries, in London. 

July 9. At Long Melford, in Suffolk, Mr. 
Jofeph Howlett, formerly an apothecary in Lon- 

1 

don. 

20. In South* Audley-ftreet, London, Mr. 
Wheler, apothecary. 


SECTION IV. 
Monthly Catalogue. 

1. \ Short account of the moll effectual means 
jljL of preferving the Health of Seamen. 4to. 
New York, 1780. 20 pages. 


This 
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This little trad, which is written by Dri Gil¬ 
bert Wane, phyfician to the fleet under Sir George 
Rodney, is compiled chiefly from the writings of 
Dr. Lind and Captain Cook. He has arranged 
his obfernations under the three general heads, of 
fevers, fluxes, and the fcurvy. Speaking of the 
firft of thefe Dr. Blane obferves, that infectious 
fevers are not fo frequent in the Weft Indies as 
in England, there being fomething in the tropi¬ 
cal climate averfe to the production or continua¬ 
tion of a difeafe of this kind: “ I have feen,’* 

fays he, “ fo many inftances of crowding and 
•* naftinefs, in fhips and hofpitals, without conta- 
•* gion being produced, and which in Europe 
m W ould have excited it or rendered it more ma- 
« lignant, that the faCt is afcertained beyond a 
' « doubt. Farther, thofe fhips which bring this 
« infectious fever from Europe, in general get rid 
« of it foon after coming to this climate, and no- 
« thing but the higheft degree of negleCt can revive 
« it. This brought into my mind what is related 
« of the plague at Smyrna and other places; that 
« it difappeared at the hotteft part of the feai'on j 
« and it is a difeafe never heard of in the Torrid 
« Zone It is very difficult to afcertain the caufe 
* “ of this, as every thing relating to infeCtion is 
“ very obfcure. We caii conceive it to be owing 

“ to 
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*« to the greater degree of airinefs which the heat 
“ of the climate makes neceffary, or the employ- 
“ ment of lefs woollen clothes; there may be 
fortiething in the ftate of the body, particular- 
ly of its furface, which difpofes it lefs to pro- 
duce or imbibe the poifonous effluvia, or more 
probably the virulent matter is of fuch a de- 
gree of volatility as to be readily difflpated in a 
“ certain degree of heat.” 

Dr. Bl^ne profeffes to have written his book 
chiefly for the ufe of officers of the navy, who 
though in general willing to adopt ufeful regula¬ 
tions for prefery ing the health of their ihips crew, 
have feldqm opportunity or inclination to confult 
voluminous publications on phyfic. To thefe, 
and to the fea-faring people in general, the pre- 
fent performance Will no doubt be extremely ufe- 
ful, as it comprizes, within a fmall compafs, the 
jnoft judicious remarks that have hitherto been 
made on the fubjeft. 

2. An Efiay on Fire. To which is added an 
Appendix. By C. R. Hopfon , M. D. ottavo. 
Rivington. London, 1781. 144 pages. 

The do&rine maintained by the author of this 
work is, that heat, as well as light, is a diftindl 
elementary body, having properties different 
from thofe of all other bodies, as well as from 
{hole of light j that its particles enter more or 

lefs 


/ 
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Ms into the compofition of all bodies, and re¬ 
main in a fixed or quiefcent ftate, in confequence 
of their attraction to the particles of fuch bodies; 
that when extricated or fet at liberty from thofe 
' particles, with which they were before united, by 
• the intervention of other bodies, to which fuch 
particles have a ftill ftronger attraction, as in the 
cafe of friCtion, percuffion, or commenftruation, 
they recover, what may be called, their original 
or native activity, and diffufe themfelves through¬ 
out the bodies of which they were a part: that 
in thefe circumftances, and in confequence of 
fuch activity, they have the power or property of 
producing the fenfation of heat, and likewife 
of communicating this power to thofe bodies, 

throughout which they are thus diffufed.-That 

fire therefore is not a fimple element, but is com¬ 
pounded of two diftinCt elementary bodies, twz. 
lioht and heat, in a ftate of the moft intimate 
union or combination. 

According to this opinion, phlogifton is nei¬ 
ther pure light qor pure heat, but is compounded 
of both thefe fubftances, intimately combined 
with each other, and with the particles of thofe 
bodies in which it exifts: in confequence of 
which laft combination it lofes its activity, and 
becomes fixed or quiefcent in fuch bodies. 

In 
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In the appendix the author has added his in¬ 
augural differtation De tribus in mo , which was 
firft printed at Leyden in 1767. 

3. Obfervations on fevers : wherein the diffe¬ 
rent fpecies, nature, and method of treating 
thofe difeales are reprefented in new and intcreft- 
ing points of view. By John Roberts , furgeon, 
late of the royal navy, now of Grafton-ftreet, 
Soho. 8vo. Robinfon , London, 1781. 2 s. 6d. 

4. An Effay on Culinary Poifons. Contain- 
ing cautions relative to the ufe of laurel leaves, 
hemlock, mufhrooms, copper veffels, earthen 
jars, &c. with obfervations on the adulteration 
of bread and flour, and the nature and proper- 

r - - • 

ties o'f water. 8vo. Kearjley y London, 1781. 

45 pages, is. 

11 . /'! , , . 

The fnperficial account here given of the 
lauro-cerafus is copied chiefly from Dr. Mead, 
on whofe authority the compiler has probably 
been induced to fpeak of fal ammoniac as thearr- 
tidote to this poifon. In cafes where the diftilled 
water of this plant has been fwallowed, its fatal 
effects have generally come on too fuddenly to 
allow of any relief from medicine ; but it would 
furely be a melancholy circumftance if any well- 
meaning perfon, relying on what is afierted in 
this pamphlet, Ihould, in a cafe of this kind, in- 

Vol.II. N°L I ftead 
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ftead of endeavouring to empty the ftomaeh in- 
Uantly by a powerful emetic, content himfelf: 
with giving the patient “ from ten to forty drops; 
“ of fal ammoniac in a glafc of water;” and 
yet this is the only remedy fpolcen of 1 - - 

What is laid of fmall hemlock or fool’s parflejt i 
is comprized in about a dozen lines* which inn; 
elude a Ihort general defeription of the plant. 
The account of mufhrooms contains a fmall part , 
of an ingenious paper on fungi, inferred in the 
Gentleman’s Magazine for 1755.-—The cautions 
againft the ufe of copper vefiels are taken from 
Dr. Mead’s Effay on Poifons, and M. Amy’s 
Treatife upon citterns ; the remarks on the folu- 
tion of fak of lead from a difiertation by Dr. 
Lind ; as thofe on bread and flour are from a, 
trad; on the nature of bread by I>r. James Man¬ 
ning, publifhed in 1757 ; and the obfervations. 
on water, which occupy the laft ttxteen pages 
of the pamphlet, are copied frotp Dr. Rotheram's, 
“ Philofophical Inquiry.” 

5. Memoire fur les enfans trouves j par les 
recteurs de l’hopital general de S. Jacques d’Aixj. 
i. e. A memoir concerning foundlings, by the 
managers of the general, ho^kal at Aix. 4-tflk 
1780. 190 pages... 
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This paper, which appears to be written with 
the moft humane views, is occafioned by the 
mortality that has prevailed of late in the found¬ 
ling hofpital at Aix, in Provence. It feems that 
pf one hundred and fifteen children admitted in 
one year, one hundred and three died. The 
caufes afligned for this fatality are, i. The difeafe? 
that attack the children foon after their birth; 
2. The infalubrity of the apartments, and im¬ 
proper regimen •, 3. The want of proper nurfes. 
The authors point out the means of remedying 
each of thefe inconveniences. 

6 . Monitum ad obfervatores, focietatis me- 
-teorologicas Palatiiwe, a fereniflimo eledtore Ca- 
rolo Theodoro recens inftitutas. 410. Manheim, 
1781. 12 pages. 

This wofk contains an invitation to the lovers 
of meteorology in different parts of Europe to co¬ 
operate with the views . of the newly-eftablifhed 
fociety, and an oj(Fer on the part of the Eledtor 
Palatine to furnifh them with the neceffary ap¬ 
paratus. 

7. La Chimie Domeftique; i. t. Domeftic 
Ghemiftry. 8vo. Laufanne, 1780. 19 pages. 

8. EfTai fur reledtricite, naturelle & artificielle^ 
par M, le Comte de la Cepede, des academies 
de Dijon, Stockholm, HefTe Hombourg, Mu- 

12 nich, 
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nich, &c. i. e. An Efifay on natural and artifi¬ 
cial electricity, by Count de la Cepede, of the 
academies of Dijon, Stockholm, Hefie Hom- 
bourg, Munich, &c. 2 vols. 8vo. Paris, 1781. 

9. Ratio occurrendi morbis a mineralium abufu 
produci folitis, audtore Tbeodorico Petro Caels , 
Collegii Medicorum Bruxellenfium focio, i2mo. 
Amftelodami, 1781. p. 117. 

10. Analyfe des eaux minerales de S. Vincent, 
et de Courmayeur, dans la duche d’Aofte, avec 
une appendice fur les eaux de la Saxe, .de Pre 
S. Didier, et de Fontane More; par M. Gio- 
vanetti , Do&eur Collegie, Doyen et Vice-prieur 
de la Faculte de medecine de Turin, Medecin 
penfionnaire de S. M. Contenant plufieurs pro- 
cedes chymiques nouveaux, utiles pour l’analyfe 
des eaux minerales en general, et pour celle des 
fels. i. e. Analyfis of the mineral waters of Saint 
Vincent and Courmayeur, in the duchy of Aofte, 
with an appendix on the waters of Saxe, Pre 
Saint Didier, and Fontane-More; by M. Gio- 
vanetti) Collegiate Dodtor, Dean and Vice Prior- 
of the Faculty of Phyfic at Turin, and Phyfician 
penfioned by his Majefty y containing feveral 
new chemical proceffes, ufeful in the analyfis of 
mineral waters in general, and in that of falts. 
8vo, Turin, 1779, 


u, Hiftoire 
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x’l. Hiftoire naturelle, chymiqne, et medi- 
c in ale des corps des trois regnes de la nature, ou 
abrege des oeuvres chymiques de M. Galpard 
Neumann, par feu M. Roux , Dodteur de la Fa- 
culte de Medecine de Paris, Profeffeur de chemie, 
&c. Premiere partie du regne mineral. e. The 
natural, chemical, and medicinal hiftory of the 
bodies belonging to the three kingdoms of nature, 
or an abridgment of the chemical works of Gaf- 
pard Neumann, by the late M. Roux , Dodtor of 
the Faculty of Phyfic at Paris, Profefforof Che- 
miftry, Sec. 410. Paris, 1781. 338 pages. 

This pofthumous publication forms only a 
fmall part of a plan which the ingenious editor 
projected feveral years before his death. Neu¬ 
mann’s chemibal writings, with the annotations 
of Zimmermann and Lewis, were the ground¬ 
work upon which M. Roux intended to form a- 
complete fyftem of chemiftry. The lovers of 
that arc will regret that he lived to finilh only 
this' fragment, which contains the firfl:, and a 
part of the fecond of the fix clafles into which 
he meant to divide the mineral kingdom. The 
firfl: of thefe clafles includes ftones and earths; 
the fecond, metallic fubftances ; in the third, he 
propofed to arrange fulphur *, in the fourth, mi¬ 
neral falts •, in the fifth, chryftals, and in the 
fixth and laft, the different kinds of water. 

In 
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In his introduction to the work, M. Roux 
divides chemiftry into natural and experimental 
The former of thefe includes the phenomena 
produced by the aCtion of bodies upon each 
other, by virtue of their nature and particular 
compofition. Under this head he confiders me¬ 
teors, the production of fofllls, earthquakes, ve¬ 
getation, &c. The fecond branch, or experi- 
mental chemiftry, includes all the phenomena 
which prefent themfelves to the chemift when he 
himfelf applies thefe fubftances to each other. 
This part of his fubjeCt M. Roux diftinguifhes 
into, i. Philofophical chemiftry; 2. Medicinal 
chemiftry ; 3* Zimotechnicks, or the art of 
making bread, and the different wines; 4. Cook¬ 
ery •, 5. The art of perfumery ; 6. Pyrotechnics, 
or the art of making fireworks •, y. Halotechnics, 
or the extraction of falts, and their fpirits; 
8 . The art of making foap; 9. That of dying; 
iq. That of varnilhing *, n. The different arts 
for the preparation of fkins, hair, horns, &c» 
^ 2. Thofe of preparing greafe and tallow, in-, 
eluding the art of making glue; 13. The art of 
making paper; 14. That of making ftarch; 

Metallurgy, which includes the docimaftic 
art,, and that of alloys; 16. Alchymy, or the 

art of improving and tranfmuting metals; 17. 

' ' The 



The art of making glais, and that of enamelling; 
»8. Pottery, in which are included the arts of 
making tiles, bricks, varnifhed pottery, porce- ' 
laine, &c. 19. The art of preparing lime, mor¬ 
tar, &c. 

After pointing out thefe diftinCtions.M. Roux 
treats very fully of the nature and aCtion of fire, 

the conftruCHon of furnaces, and of the velTels and 

* .. * . 

inftruments neceffary in chemiftry. He next de- 
fcribes the different modes of diftillation, together 
with the precautions and apparatus requifite in 
each. In treating this part of his fubjeCt, he takes 
occaiion to defcribe the different lutes that are in 
ufe a and to point out fuch as he thinks beft. The 
introduction concludes with feveral remarks re¬ 
lative to the care and attention to be obferved in 
chemical operations, , 

In the work itfelf M. Roux, in the firft clafe 
of his arrangement, deferibes with great accu- 
iacy, the experiments made of late years by- 
M. D’Arqet and others, on the diamond andj 
other precious Hones. He treats very minutdyr 
of quick lime, gypfum, the Bologna Hone, and 
fufible fpar. In deferibing the lapis lazuli, and 
.the valuable colour with which- it fumifhes 
painters, he mentions the procefles employed for 
extracting it. Tor his refearches- on the argil-. 

’ . laceous^ 
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Liceous earths he has added feveral methods of 
compofing excellent crucibles. He fpeaks .of 
the fufion of talk in the furnaces at Saint Gobin, 
and of its being attended with this fingular cir- 
cumftance, that the femi-vitrification produced 
by this fufion did not unite with the crucible. 

Of the perfect metals, which conftitute M. Roux’s 
fecond clafs, he completed only the articles of 
gold and filver, under each of which heads we 
meet with a variety of ihterefting oblervations. 

12. Dictionnaire raifonne de Phyfique. Par M.' 
Brijfcn, de l’Academie Royale desSciences, maitre 
de Phyfique et d’Hiftoire naturelle des Enfans ; f 
de France, Profefleur Royal de Phyfique experi-' 
mentale au College royal de Navarre, et Cenfeur 
Royal, i. e. A deferiptive Dictionary of natural 
Philofophy, by M. Brijfon , of the Royal Aca¬ 
demy of Sciences, teacher of natural philofophy-' 
and natural hiftory to the younger branches of 
the royal family, Profefior of experimental phi¬ 
lofophy in the Royal College of Navarre, and *- 
Cenfor Royal. 4to. Paris,i78i. Vol. I. 70S pages.- 
Vol. II. 7S9 pages. With 90 copper plates. j 
‘ This work includes a complete courfe of natu- ) 
ral philofophy, and feems intitled to the fame rank 
in this fcience that M. Macquer’s is in chemiftry. . 

In a preliminary difeourfe the author points out 
the order in which the principal articles ought to 
be read by a ftudent. 
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I. Commentations Societatis Regia Scientiarum 
Goitingenfis. Claffis Phyficas Tomus I. ad A* 
1778. 410. Gottingae, 1779* 139 pages, with 
fix copper plates. 


T HE works publifhed every year by 
learned Societies in different parts of 
Europe are fo numerous, and the fub- 
jefts difeuffed ift them fo various, that the 
printing each clafa of papers feparately in the 
manner adopted by the Royal Society at Got¬ 
tingen, would be extremely agreeable and con¬ 
venient to - men of fcience. In the clafs of 
Pbyjica the fociety include medical as well as 
'Vo l. II. N° II. K phi- 
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philofophical papers. The articles of the prc* 
fent collection are as follows: 

I . An account of a preternatural and uncommon 
adhefton of the reftum to the urinary bladder , and 
of a confequent defeft of anus . By Henry Au- 
guftus Wrifberg, M. D. profejfor of anatomy . 

II. ^Anatomical remarks on the defcent of the 
teJUcles from the abdomen into the fcrotum , with a 
view to illufirate the do Brine of the hernia con¬ 
genita in either fex. By the fame. 

Thele two papers having been publifhed 
feparately by the author have been already 
noticed in our Journal. [See vol. i. p. 375, 
& feq.] 

, III. Remarks on feveral newly difcoveredplants. 
By John Andrew Murray, M. D. profejfor of 
botany in the univerfity of Gottingen . 

The author begins 'with deploring the irre- ' 
parable lofs botany has fuftained by the deaths 
of Bernard de Jufiieu, Haller, and Linniaeus, 
on each of whofe memories he bellows a grateful 
eulogium. Speaking of the latter, he obferves, 
that the world was deprived of him at a time 
when our knowledge of plants was beginning to 
be wonderfully enlarged by the travels of in¬ 
genious botanifts, as Aublet, Sonnerat, Pallas, 
Solander, Jporfter, Sparrman* and Thunberg, 

i?to 
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into the remoteft parts of the globe. He laments, 
however, that fmce the death of Linnaeus the 
treafures collected by thofe gentlemen have re¬ 
mained ‘ prcjefia* dijperfa , et quafi derelid a j* 
and he exprefies his fears, that in defcribing new 
plants a confufion will be introduced into the 
fcienfe ,pf botany, which may- laft for many 
years,.till a lecond Linnaeus ariles to difpel it. 

In order,to prevent this evil from taking place, 
he intreats the lovers of botany to. avail them- 
felves of every opportunity of procuring accu- 

i • \ i 1 J 

rate defcriptions of fuch plants as are new, or 
hitherto not generally known. With this view 
the author has feleCted feveral plants cultivated 
in the botanic garden at Gottingen, none of 
which, to his knowledge, have as yet been per¬ 
fectly defcribed. The firft three are fpecies of 
Salvia. Dr. Murray obferves, that many fpecips 
of this genus referable each other.fo pearly, 
that it is no eafy talk to afpertajn the charao* 
teriftic difference of each. Zinn, who diredfc^d 
his attention to this genus with his ufual ip- 
duftry, delcribed twenty-fix fpecies; but fiqce 
his time the number has fo much incre^fed, th^t 
in the laft edition of Linnseus’s Syftema Vege- 
tabilium 39 fpecies are enumerated, and ten 
more might now be added. Thofe defqribed * 

K 2 by 



by our author are as follows: * i. Salvia Coe-? 
cine a, film■ ccrdato-cblougis ebtufe ferratis , caly 
eibus tripartite labio corolhc inferior! amplijfmw . 
The feeds of this plant, which is a native of 
' Ethiopia, were Tent to him by Mr. Aiton of 
' Kew, and it flowered in Auguft, It differs 

1 -L, { ' » V f \ 

from every other fpecies of Salvia in the fcarlet 


colour of its flowers, on which account M. de 
-■’Juflieu named it Cbccinea i "'2.' SalVia NiLO- 

1 • * ■ » o ♦ * f r 

tic a, foliisfmuatis angulatis crertclto-dentatis, ca¬ 
lx cum deHtibus fpinojis, angulis et margine faucis 


"'ciliatis. “ This plant, which was fo named by 
M. de Juflieu, the botanift who firft cultivated 

f . r* . 

it, bears a fmall blue flower. 3. Salvia Nubia, 
fcliis lanceolato-cvatis duplicato-crenatisy tubo ca- 
rclU incurvato. Dr. Murray procured the feeds 
‘of this plant from different friends, who all 
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agreed that in the botanic garden at Paris it 
' went'by the name of Nubia , except one, who 
fpoke of it as an Abyffinian plant. The other 
plants defcribed by our author are, 5. Sideritis 
~ El egans,' berbacea ebraffeata villofa , caule dif- 
‘fufoy calycum laciniis fulaqualibus , fpinulojis.' Of 
'this plant Dr. Murray obferves, that it was fent 
to him as a lpccies of marrubium, but proved 

. • y- , . »;.' 

to be a true fideritis, to which, on account of 
the beautiful colour of its flowers, he has given 

the 
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the name of Elegans. He can find no traces Off 

it in any botanic writer, except Fabricius, and 

even this author confounds it with the Sideritis 

Romana of Linnaeus. 6. Plantago Exigua, 

cattle ramofo herbaceo, foliis fubulatis integerrimis , 

capitulis foliojts. This plant, which; is a native 

of the Eaft Indies, appears at firft view to be 

a variety of the Plantago Indica Linn, from 

which however our author finds it to differ very 

materially in the form of its leaves. 7. So- 

phora Alba Linn. Dr. Murray obferves, 

that the defcriptions hitherto given of this plant 

by Linnaeus and others are defective; and thar 

the engraving of it given by Martyn in his 

Stirp. rarior. tab. 44. and which feems to have 

been made from a decayed fpecimen, has fo far 

» 

impofed on Linnaeus as to lead him into a 
iniftake in his Mant. Plant. 2. p. 44Q.-?-For our 
author’s accurate defcriptions (illuftrated by en¬ 
gravings) of this and the other plants already 
mentioned, we mult refer our readers to the 
work itfelf. 

IV. Remarks on the Fijlula Lachrymajis. By 
Auguftus Gottlieb Richter, M. D. profejfor of 
furgery in the univerfty of Gottingen. 

Almoft all the modern writers on this dif- 
fafe agree in afcribing it to an obftrudliqn 

Pf 
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of the, nafal dud; but the author of theft; 
remarks contends that this caufe, though it 
may, .does in fad but rarely exift. He ob- 
ierves, for inftaace, that a fradure or caries <?f 
the bones furrounding the.lachrymal fac, or an 
ulceration of the lac itfelf, which are perhaps 
the only caufes that can lay the foundation^ 
.fuch an obftrudion, will fcldom be found to 
'precede the difeafe in queftionj and that in- 
fpifiated mucus, acrimony of the tears, and 
other fimilar caufes which have been fuppqfed 
to occafion it, -are totally inadequate to fuch an 
effed. Upon this principle he reprobates the 
ufe of all the inftruments which have been in¬ 
vented of late years in different countries, par¬ 
ticularly' in France, for the purpofe of removing 
the fuppofed obftrudion. They are moft of 
them, he thinks, calculated rather for Ihew than 
real utility*, and what is more, there are but 
very few, even of the mod dexterous furgeons, 
who are able to ufe them. 

“ Every candid praditioner, fays our author, 
“ who has feen this difeafe, muft confefs, and 
I myfelf, who have frequently had occafion 
to fee it, acknowledge, that we are feldom 
« able to cure it perfedly. It frequently re- 
“ turns after the ductus ad nares has been care- 

fully 
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u fully and completely opened; and many pa- 
“ tients are as much troubled with a defluxion of 
* c tears after, as they were before the operation, 
u which very often affords them but little or 
“ no fenfible relief. I have even feen patients 
“ in whom after the moll dexterous operation 
“ the lachrymal fac not only continued tumid, 
“ but was attacked with a violent inflamma- 
te tion.” Some practitioners, he obferves, will 
no doubt be difpofed to attribute this return 
of the complaint to a return of the original 
caufe, the obftruftion; and in order to prevent 
this it is ufual, after making an incifien into the 
fac, to keep open the duft by means of catgut, 
a probe, feton, &c. till all danger of a return 
of the difeafe feems to be paft. “ But, how- 
,e ever long, continues our author, this method 
** is adopted, the difeafe generally returns, and 
“ returns, in my opinion, becaufe the caufe of 
“ it is not removeable by th s operation, f 
have repeatedly continued the ufe of the 
46 bougie eight oi* ten weeks, and in two cafes 
<e half a year, notwithftanding which the dif- 
“ eafe conffantly returned as loon as the wound 
“ in the fac was healed. In two patients I was 
“ induced, by a return of the fymptoms, to 
“ repeat the operation a fecond time, and in 

“ both 
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“ both indanCcs I was convinced thefe Was 
u obdrudlion* as a probe paffed readily into the" 
“ nodril.” 

As a further proof that in general the difeafe 
depends not on any obdrudtioh of the dudl, 
the author obferves, that it feldom continues 
long in the fame date; fometimes difappearing 
almod entirely, and afterwards growing worfe 
again. He has frequently noticed its almoft 
total removal for feveral months j in fome pa¬ 
tients he has obfcrved that it proved particularly 
troublefome in fpring and autumn •, and he has 
even feen perfons whofe health has evidently 
been influenced by the return or ceffation of this 
complaint. As an addition to thefe arguments, 
he remarks, that even in the mod confirmed 
date of the difeafe, it is no uncommon circum* 
dance to force the contents of the tumid fae 
into the noflril merely by prefling it externally 
with the finger. 

After having thus combated thefe commonly 
received notions concerning the nature and cure 
of this difeafe, Dr. Richter proceeds to deliver 
his own ideas on the fubjedt. He begins by 
didinguilhing three fpecies of fidula lachrymalis, 
the caufe and cure of each of which is materially 
different. The fird and lead frequent of thefe 

is 



r. -i$ txttaftoned by an obftr.a<ajo*.Q£ the.lachry-inal 
f&cy the fecond v ^nd.mqftcorniuon of the three, 
. is'owing to a tranilarion, qf,.morhific .matter 
_ r to tho’channel through which; r th.e.itears ..are, to 
^pafsy the third and laft. arifes* fronya weakpefc 
pf. the lachrymal fac.,.. He.tr<ea,ts pretty fully of 
-the fymptoms and. treatment.of;each of thefe 
.Ipecies. , 

-He obferves,. that if the difeafe remains uni- 
-formly the fame ; if* by cpmpreflion, no fluid 
is forced into the-noftrils j if, in the early, ftage 
of, it, the lachrymal fac is neither painful nor in¬ 
flamed^ and the fluid that regurgitates from it is 
a colpurlefs mucus or water, we may realon^bly 
aferibe the complaint to pn obftrudion of the d.uft, 
provided thefe fymptoms, have been preceded by 

i 

• .any capfe flkelyto produce fuch an effed: But he 
thinks it will-feldom happen; ith at. the difeafe, 
ati/ing from fuefl a^aufo, 1W)H pais on to what 
he he terms the ;lecontf ( ftage, in-.which the fac in- 
in flames, and the. fluki r contained in ^t aflumes a 
-I purifom* appearance*. He allows* however, that 
- ‘this- tnay fometimes - happen • throughr- mifma- 
v?nagcment -or any .accidental-,caufe exciting in- 
; ■: flammation. . 

r In this- fpecies of the dileafe' our author recom- 
'?* mends an inc-ifion.to.be made-into the lachrymal 
,y Vol.II. N° II. L fac, 
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fac, which is then to be lightly filled with lint and 
covered with a plafter. Four or five days after this 
operation, when there is no danger of haemorrhage, 
a fmall, flexible, filver probe, fimilar to that in¬ 
vented by M. Mejean, is to be introduced at the 
wound and puflied through the dudl into the 
noftrils. This part of the operation, we are told, 
generally requires a confiderable degree of force, 
and is attended with acute pain and the difeharge 
of a drop or two of blood from the noftrils. After 
withdrawing the probe a piece of fmall catgut 
is to be paffed into the dudt, and fuffered to re¬ 
main there four or five days, at the end of which 
rime it is to be removed and One of a greater 
thicknefs introduced in its ftead. In this man¬ 
ner we are directed to proceed for about a 
month, increafing the thicknefs of the catgut 
every five or fix days, till it is equal in bulk to 
the natural fize of the du<ft. The catgut is to 
be removed every morning, and the fac cleanfed 
by inje&ing into it barley-water and honey, or 
any other emollient liquor. As that part of the 
catgut which remains in the noftril is apt to be- 
- come hard, dry, and incrufted with mucus, the 
drawing it upwards through the wound would 
be painful to the patient; we are therefore ad- 
vifed to pull it downwards through the noftril; 

. and. 
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and, that this may be eafily done, we ate to take 
care when we introduce it that a fufficient portion 
of it projects from the du£t within the nofe. 

At the end of about four weeks the emollient 
is to be exchanged for a drying inje&ion of lime 
water or Goulard’s vegeto-mineral water, and 
inftead of the catgut a leaden probe is to be intro¬ 
duced into the du<ft, and the ufe of it continued 
for two months, or till there is no longer any 
appearance of pus, and till a fluid injeCted into 
the fac pafles readily and copioufly into the 
noftrils, or the patient’s breath, when his mouth 
and noftrils are Ihut, forces its way with vio¬ 
lence through the wound in the fac. 

Dr. Richter obferves, that feveral practitioners, 
particularly Mr. Warner, prefer the making an 
artificial vent for the tears, by perforating the 
os unguis, upon a fuppofition that by this means 
a return of the complaint is lefs likely to happen 
than by attempting to remove the obftruCtion of 
the duCt. Our author, however, is clearly of 
opinion, that they are miftaken in this point, not 
only becaufe the diforder does not return after the 
operation juft now deferibed, provided it was 
really occafioned by obftru&ion, but likewife be¬ 
caufe this perforation of the bone, inftead of re¬ 
lieving the patient, is productive of confiderable 

L 2 inflammation. 



[IM*] t 

inffatrrarion,' -which' fomefimfes-tlofes the lachry¬ 
mal dufts, j and totally 1 ‘prevents the paffage ef>-? 
the tears in&> : therfac,-’ which is theureafon ( why a « 
weeping eye* is io ofton ithcveffedh; pf-ducSh Jan % 
operation." 

The *ficond species ofTftula>la6hrymalis,^or ; ^ 

that which bur* authetr aferibes ; to, met'aftafis, -he*» 

luppofes to be'-owing 1 to an Acrid and morbid ") 
hitmour affefting chiefty “the glands-of *he fac*. • 
Thus the;matterr\)£ the imalhpQpcfcfcrophula^p. 
gesuo, lues vehenreay»tineaccapitis? 1 &c; * 

quernly :excite a difeiafe/.ofrthw; kindi: Oyr ; Alta. 
thor fpeake of- that-whichc'&ceeeds-.the jCtoaWiPQXiE 
as being the moftidiftcukoCcupe.of.any*> He fcasai 
fometimes) fucceedcd: innthe icFOphttlous 
lachrymalisnb^menns ;of .ifiues;, bark* calotndsq 
and extract ^hemlocks:• H.e;obfervcs itobthfte 
arthritic fluid is(iapftotdi<rcmrnf particp&riy i^-* 
fpringor autumn 4 cbutke.hasin feveral Icafes jet* 
moved it by ifliies^ and.the ufeof ,aconiturr>v aa~- 
timonys anckith^bartei When the difeafe is- 
ovrifig^tooq venereal-taint - it?-; is'to.bei cured by -j 
mercury;* Inttwo xthiLirm hedias feen-it come oq-j 
after the drying up,of a tinea capitis* ■- and.diiap--. 
pear upon? the return .of the.original r coinplaint, 
•Dr. Richter fiifdsUtPRJifficulc. to-.account jfetif- 
fa&orily'fQr-thonritmnerin Avhich a fiftulalachry-- 
. . ;r„TT...ft ' * - malis 
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pifUs originates, from, thefe paufes,.. but havjng 
observed that the lachrymal duff is extremely ir¬ 
ritate, fo as to be capable of conficjerable con- 
tr^yqn, he. thinks it likely that in cafes of this 
fo|t,.the difeafe is owing to fpafm; and that 
uggp.^this principle we may eafily explain why 
it feldom remains long in the fame ftate, but is 

„ • * +f 

fometimes better and at other times worle.. 

Tlpthqd fpecies of fiftula lachrymalis, ac¬ 
cording,, to our author, is owing to a (late of 
atQfty, which prevents the lachrymal fac from 
propelling, the .tears into the noftrils. He ob- 
fepv^$,. however, that this is feldom a primary 
complaint, being generally produced by one or 
other of the two fpecics already-fpoken of. The 
only remedies recommended in cafes of this fort 
are ftrengthening applications, and gentle pref- 
fure, to prevent too great a diftenfion of the 
fap 

V. A Bifcourfe on. the Bijlory of Alum. By John 
Beckmann. 

We have here, a very elaborate hiftory of a 
fait with which, in the opinion of the learned 
author, the antients were unacquainted, as the 
fubftances to which they gave the names of, 
fU7rT»p*'as and aluwen, were only preparations of 
vitriol. The.lalkat prefent ditlinguifhed by the, 

name 




name o i alurh was for feveral centuries imported - 
into Europe from the Eaft, where it was firft 
invented. It is difficult to afcertain the precife 
date of the difcovery, but our author fuppofes 
it to have heen made in the 12th century, about 
which time likewife the term vitriol firft came ' 
into ufe; Albertus Magnus being the firft writer 
who adopted it. 1 

The author takes occafion to notice the diver- 
fity of opinions that has prevailed concerning the 
etymology of Rocb alum j and, after examining 
each of them, adopts that of Leibnitz, who fup- * 
pofes, that the word Rocca is derived from a " L 
place of that name in Syria, from whence the ' 
art of preparing alum is faid to have been firft 
brought into Italy about the year 1458. 


✓ 

IJ. Qbfervations on the Dyfevtery of the Weft 
Indies , with a new and fuccefsful manner of 
treating it. By Benjamin Mofeley, furgeon at 
Kingfton in Jamaica. 4to. Kingfton, 1780. 
20 pages. 

T HE dyfentery is a difeafe fo definitive 
to foldiers in camps and garrifons, and 
fo conftant an attendant on all military operas 

tions 



tions ,in hot climates, that it is of the utmoft 

i ' 

importance to inveftigate the difeafe, on every 
„ occafion, with the greateft attention. It is re¬ 
marked, and not without reafon, by the author of 
- the prefent work, that the page of military hiftory 
weeps lefs for the (lain in battle, than for thofe 
who have fallen victims to the flux. He ob- 
ferv.es,. that the ableft writers on the fubjedl 
t have, done little more “ than record the times 
« and places when and where it proved moft 
“ fatal *, the appearance it put on; its devafta- 
“/tion; variety of mpdes of treatment that had 
, .■*( no certain fuccefs; now and then a remark- 

✓ *1 • ■ ; i .. 

“ able cafe, and the. phenomena difeovered On 
“ differing the* dead.”. 

* , S ^ 4 . • j w * I . I { \ * t 1 

The great Sydenham, to whom the world 

9 L ’ ' ^ • » j ' - < ' t ■ ’ 

is indebted for an inertimable work founded in 

> . • . • - * • . i. . ■ j i ’ j • t 

nature, on a bafis applicable to every climate, 
difeovered the dyfentery to be a fever of the 
feafon, or fui generis * turned inwards on the 
t inteftines.* In the courfe of twelve years ex¬ 
perience in Jamaica, and from every account 
he has been able to procure from different parts 
_. of the Weft Indies, Mr. Mofeley has invariably 
_ had occafion to be convinced of the truth of 
j.o^Sydenham’s opinion, and has remarked, that 
‘...as the flux diftinguilhes by the number of 
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* tools' the quantity, fdjC^bci the 1 {fate of the 
“ fever of the feafon, Wheh it prevails 1 , o f of 
the fubjeft difeafed /* the ft6olV b^irtg Woft 
7 “ frequent aVthofe hS3Ut^ v Wkh-’f€Vers ;r anP in 
.** 'their exacerbation/- 

‘ this fever; - ' like r moft' ottes;' i 1 s < cahfeh v by ,/ bb- 

ftrufted perfpiration •, not'confined t&rolQ^liot, 

/J ' wet, or dry feafons iiarticulaf fbc4 W li- 
/V' quors, or fruit ‘i but chiefly depending ott fud- 
lj den tranfitions, arid fuch other caufek, a^xpofe 
‘ people to have thisdifeharge' h'aftily flopped. 

Having ever adapted his. practice to this prin- 
' ciplei fo heafliires us hi ha^feen the fcpbplaint 
1 conflantly relieved, by bringing back that dif- 
charge to its natural - channel, and 5 that he has 
' ’ fddom found it "difficult to' remove it (peedily, 
{:r when taken in the beginning : He very properly 

condemns the’pradice of attacking;the diftn-der 
V/^in th£ bowels with opiates and aftringeiitvand 
A obferves, t that Dovar’s 'powder and’ other dia¬ 
phoretic medicines recommended for the flux 
have hitherto been exhibited in fuch a manner 
‘ as often to have produced more harm than 
good •, a clear proof, he thinks, that tHe Ikin 
has not been really looked to fof relier. He 
' aferibes the: good effects of ipecacoanha and 
’antimonials in this diTeafe folely to their - in- 
c ^creating the determination to the (kin. 


i 
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Speaking of emetic tartar, he remarks, that 
it is in many refpedts a dangerous medicine (ex¬ 
cept merely as an emetic) in hot climates, where 
the nervous fyftem is fo extremely irritable, and 
that when “ injudiciouily given to young, irri- 
“ table, plethoric people, in the beginning of a 
“ fever, and previous to proper evacuations, 
“ inftead of exciting a diaphorefis, a fpafm is 
“ produced in the ftomach ; inceflant vomit- 
“ ingj inflammation; the vefiels of the thorax 
and head are ftifled with blood, and the pa- 
“ tient vomits away his life.” In a note to 
this paflage the author obferves, that experience 
has fliewn the ill confequence of vomits in the 
inflammatory fever which Europeans are fubjedt 
to on their arrival in the Weft Indies; and that 
' it is eafily cured by bleeding and cathartics, 
frequently repeated; and in general by a cooling 
regimen. 

After offering fome remarks on the fttuation 
and conftrudlion of hofpitals, and condemning 
the little huts ufed for this purpofe in Jamaica, 
where the patient is placed at a door-way, or 
railed on a platform to the level of an open 
window to prevent fuffocation, our author pro¬ 
ceeds to illuft rate his fubjedt by a fhort account 
of the dyfentery, as it appeared at the time of 
Vol. II. N° II. M his 
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his writing (May 1780) amongft' the troops in 
that illand, together with his method of treating 
* it. The difeafe, we are told, was not prevalent 
in the camp at Fort Caftile, the fituation of 
which was ip a rifing, airy fituation near the 
fea, free from ftagnant water and unwhokfame 
exhalations, but expoled to the force of all the 
, piemen,tarv tranfitions. 

The general fymptoms w'ere a chillnefs in the 
beginning, fuccceded by feverilh heats ; gripir.gs, 

. and frequent (mail motions; ficknefs.of the (to- 
t mach, and fometimes retchings;, thefe were foon 
followed by copious purging, with green, bl own, 
.or yellow watery (tools, mixed with or fucceeded 
by great dilcharges of blood. The ltools varied 
in feetor and appearance, according to the pe¬ 
riods of the dife'aie, or as they were more 
or lefs retained... In fame the difeafe was pre¬ 
ceded and accompanied by a conO.derable degree, 
of fever.;-in. others the pulfe wfas but little af¬ 
fected. In the lad (tages of the difeafe the 
patient was continually harraffed, particularly 
at night, with fmall, bloody, (limy (tools; the 
tongue was greatly furred, and fometimes ot a 
. brown or .blac^c -colour; apthre appeared but 
leldom.-^-This->vas the general account of thofe 
who experienced the violence of the difeafe, and 

furvived. 
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furvived the firft week; but many who were 
feized at the beginning of the epidemic perifhed 
within that time. The curative indications, ac¬ 
cording to our author, were to caufe a revulfion 

1 

to the furface of the body, and to cJeanfe the 
inteftines. He generally began with bleeding 
the patient, after which he preferibed a vomit. 
of ipecacoanha and an opiate. The bowels, 
Were then evacuated by a luitable dole of 
James’s powder, which, at the fame time that 
it effedtually cleanfed the primal viae, never 
failed, we are told, to excite a plentiful fweat. 

The revulfion having been thus begun, was 
completed by* fudorifics* This was effected by 
uniting the Thebaic tin< 5 ture with antimenial 
wine, and adminiltering them as occafion re¬ 
quited. The author remarks, that it is always 
necefiary in the flux, when a fweat is intended 
. by antimonial or other emetic medicines in 
finall dofes, to add opium to take off their irri¬ 
tation; by which means their doles and effects 
may be greatly extended. 

When the diaphorefis was begun, the patient 
was covered with a blanket, and care taken that 
the cool air fhould not be admitted directly 
upon him; at the fame time he was plentifully 

lupplied with warm diluting liquors. 

M 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Mofeley obferves, that when the fudorific 
procefs has been fuccefsfully continued, all the . 
fymptoms grow milder; and if an eruption ap¬ 
pears on the fkin the. difeafe foon vanilhes. But, 
On the contrary, if the flux continues obftinate 
and the fweats go on kindly, it will not only be 
requifite to carry off the morbific humours by a 
dofe of the antimonial purgative, but repeated 
vomits of ipecacoanha are to be given. 

Another caufe of obftinacy in the flux are 
indurated fceces lodged in the inteftines, for 
which reafon, when the fweats have been plen¬ 
tiful, the pulfe moderate, and the flux ftill con- 
tinues troublefome, we are adviied to'repeat 
the antimonial purgative. 

Our author purfues this method* repeating it 
as occafion may require, till the patient is in a 
condition to take the bark, and other tonics.— 
When the flux, as will fometimes happen, con¬ 
tinues troublefome from mere weaknefs, with¬ 
out any material gripings or feverifh fymptoms, 
he never hefitates to give bark with lnakc-root 
and wine. He cautions us, however, againfl: the 
ufe of bark in fubftance in theie cafes, as it 
caufes irritation and griping, and endangers a 
return of the difeafe. A ftrong de-co&ion of it 
therefore is to be preferred. 

As 


i 
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As the flux is always increafed at the approach 
of night, fo for fome time after it has abated the 
patient grow$ feverish in the evening. On this 
account we are advifed to defift from the bark, 
and give a gentle diaphoretic at night. The re¬ 
maining acrimony, which fometimes keeps up a 
flight irritation after every other fymptom is re¬ 
moved, may be corrected by abforbents, and 
carried off before the ufe of the bark •, or at any 
fubfequent period, if it fhould recur, with rhu¬ 
barb and magnefia, or any mild cathartic. Dur¬ 
ing the convalefcent date of thofe who have 
been much reduced, and to prevent a relapfe, a 
flannel jacket is recommended to be worn next 
the fkin. 

Mr. Mofeley remarks, that in fome cafes, 
when the attack is fudden and violent, it will be 
necefiary to give opiates and cordials, in order to 
K arrefl the hurry of j:he difeafe; to procure 
tc time to put fome rational means of cure into 
<c execution ; to give ether medicines their in- 
“ tended effect, and to eafe thofe tormina , which 
<6 are otherwife intolerable.’* In any other fitu- 
ation, however, he condemns the ufe of opium, 
given alone and continued for any length of 
time, as being likely to produce the mod bane¬ 
ful e£fe<5ts. 


In 



In an advertifement prefixed to the work, the 
author informs us, that as the practice of mill-' 
tary holpitals in Europe is not fuitable to the 
feafons and climate of the Weft Indies, he in¬ 
tends fhortly to communicate fome obfervations 
he is furnifhed with, on the cure and treatment 
of other difeafes incident to the army. 


III. Experiments and Obfervations , &c» By 
Jofeph Prieftley, L. L. D. F. R. S. Vol. II. 
(Continued from page 9.) 

I N the 6th and 7th fedtions Dr. Prieftley treats 
of the air produced by fubftances putrefying 
in water and in quickfilver. The experiments 
in this and the following fedtion were entered 
upon chiefly to difcover the principle of nutrition 
in vegetable and animal fubftances, and they 
feem to lead us to fuppofe that this principle is 
phlogifton in fuch a ftate as to be capable of be* 
coming, by putrefadlion, a true inflammable 
air. The author finds that fubftances putrefy¬ 
ing in water yield many times more air than 
when they putrefy in quickfilver. 

In the 8th fedtion the author fhews that iron 
filings and brimftone, made into a pafte with; 

water, 
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water, yield inflammable air *, and he is led to 
fufpedt, that air is never phlogidicated but by 
means of inflammable air, either in its nafcent , 
or perfect date. 

Dr. lngenhoufz. Signor Mofcati, and Mr, 
Cxuikfhank affirm, that perfpiration as well as 
respiration injures the furrounding air, convert¬ 
ing it either into fixed or phlogillicated air : but 
Dr. Priedley in the 9th fedtion fhews, by more 
careful and accurate experiments, that thefe gen¬ 
tlemen were miftaken. In the joth-fe&ion he 
refutes the opinion that the fixed air, difcovered 
by refpiration, is a compound of common air 
and phlogifton, and fhews that it is only preci¬ 
pitated from the common air. It has ufually been 
believed, that a man phlogifticates or confumes a 
. gallon of air in a minute ; but Dr. Priedley re^ 
-duces it to a fourth part of that quantity. 

In the nth fe£Hon he treats of the fixed air 
difcovered by putrefa&ion. From the experi¬ 
ments related it feems to appear, that the whole 
of it is precipitated from the common air by the 
inflammable principle; that it is not lefs than 
a fifth part of the whole; and of courfe that the 
whole diminution is owing to this precipitation of 
fixed air. He relates fome in dances however 
where the diminution was completed at once, 

ant) 
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and yet no fixed air was found ; and acknow¬ 
ledges himfelf at a lofs to account for fo fingular 
a phenomenon. Quere, Whether it did not 
unite with the alkaline bafis of the inflammable 
air into a minute quantity of fixed fubftance, 
(lolid or fluid) in the fame manner as marine acid 
and alkaline air unite and condenfe into common 
;fal ammoniac ? • ' -• . 

The 12th fedtion treats of feveral unexpected 
changes, produced in various kinds of airy, by 
the fame procefies. And the experiments related 
in the 13th confirm the author’s former obferva- 
tion, that fifhes phlogifticate the common or de- 
. phlogifticated air contained in water. 

The 14th fedtion contains fome new experi¬ 
ments concerning the production and conftitution 
of dephlogifticated air. Dr. Prieftley obferves, 
that it is obtained with the leaf: trouble and ex¬ 
pence from nitre; and from the experiments 
adduced it appears, that it is compofed of a 
principle common to the nitrous and vitriolic 
rcids, and about a twelfth part of an earth. 
By experiments defcribed in. the clofe of this 
lection it appears, that mercury is more eafily re¬ 
duced to a calx, or precipitate per fe , in propor¬ 
tion as the air which furrounds it is free from 

phlogiflqn. 0 . 
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At the end of Dr. Ingenhoufz’s late treatife, 
an important difcovery of the Abbe Fontana’s is 
annexed ; and it is afferted as a faft, that by 
breathing dephlogifticated air through lime water 
it will ferve for refpiration thirty times as long as 
in the ordinary way, by reafon that the lime 
water frees it from fixed air . The experiments 
related in the i 5th feftion demonflrate that both 
the faft and the uqfoning urged in fupport of it 
are void of foundation. , . „« 

I i i . ' ( V I. » 

The 16th feftion contains feveral obfervations 

Y?i . . ,i I • 'hi ■ . , 

relating to fixed air; and the 17th treats of the 
ftate of air in water. In the 18th are given 
fome new obfervations on nitrous air; and in 

Mi 

the 19th the author confiders the phenomena of 
tlie mixture of nitrous and common air, with a 
view.ro the improvement of eudiometers. He 
had'formerly obferved, .that if ; after haying 
mixed. equal quantities of the two kinds of 
air in a wide jar, he made them afcend very 
quickly into the long tube on which the meafures 
were marked, the diminution was more confider- 
able than when he made them afcend more (lowly,. 
This difference he fince finds to arife from part 
of the undecompofed nitrous air being abforbe^ 
by,the water in the latter cafe. Dr. Ingenhoufz 
had publiflied an account of the Abbe Fontana’s 
Vol.U. N°II. N eudio- 
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cudtometrical method, by which it Was pre* 
tended that the ftrength of the nitrous air was 

,. I ' . ; ^ j, , , . 15? ; r _ _ _ 

a matter of -no 'confequence, and which there* 
fbre would have been a very advantageous dif- 
’cdvery : but Dr. Prieftley has fhewn this to have 

. -4 «• rm •) r * ... . « • * ■ - 

teen an error. ' • 

In the 20th and 21ft fefbiohs the author treats 
of a fpeci'es of air which he had formerly dif- 
courfed of, in which a candle burns with art 
enlarged flame, and fometimes alfo with a crack¬ 
ling’ noife, ihd ^hich therefore he now calls 
tyeptilogijlkated nitrous air. This air he thinks 
tdnflfts ‘ of' a dephlogifticated nitrous vapour 
•‘diffilfed " through a quantity either of nitrous 
\>r phlogifticated air*, for'the former rflay be 
Separated by means bf wafer', the latter remain¬ 
ing behind. ‘'This air;'Though it ferves for 
eorribu ftfony is fatal to animal life ; which the 

r • T \ • r 

Author :, ingenioufly accounts for, from 'the 

[ « j • 

tcftown' fafts' that many fribftances can aft on 
<Me another 1 when they are hot, which do not at 
■$li affe< 5 t 'each other when cold. j This air may 
be'obtained in large quantities, by precipitating 
tt fplwtidnof-copper in fpirit of nitre with iron? 
&n& aflb by other^methods. - 
- - In' 'Wfcf-iatf (efHon ' fome curious experiments 

•r • f » *» . 

-are related,-by^ Which it appears that alkaline air 



is capable of being converted into genuine, in¬ 
flammable air by means of the eledric fpark. 

The author infers from hence, that the bafis of 

- *. . . .. ' • 

inflammable air is not an acid, as he once ima¬ 
gined, but an alkali. Mr. Bewley in his in¬ 
genious obfervat-ions on feveral parts of this 
volume, inferted in the appendix, • renders it 
probable that the eledric fpark in this cafe ads 
only by its heat. 

In the 23d fedion the author gives fome new 

• J ' 

inftances of the great volatility of mercury, 
which is known to evaporate in vacuo> in the 
common temperature of the atmofphere. Mr. 
Bewley in his remarks on this fedion at the end 
of the volume has alfo given his own observa¬ 
tions on this curious fubjed. The 24th fedion 
contains a variety of experiments made with 
the nitrous acid and metallic calces. 

The 25th fedion treats of the mixture of 

1 • 

nitrous and vitriolic aeid. One of the moft 
extraordinary circumftances attending this mix- / 
ture is the extreme volatility that it gives to the 
nitrous acid, the whole of it making its efcape. 
This feparation may alfo be effeded by expfeff- 
ing^the mixture, to nitrous air, which phlogifti- 
cates the nitrous acid, and thereoy renders it 
extremely volatile. The marine acid* when 

N 2 mixed 
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mixed with vitriolic acid, alfo efcapes in tha 
form of air. 

The 26th feftion treats of the marine acid, 
and marine acid air. The author finds that if 
this acid be dephlogifticated, it will not affume 
the form of air; and of courfe that a certain 
quantity of phlogifton is neceffary to form the 
marine, as well as the nitrous and vitriolic acids, 
into airs. 

The 27th fe&ion is the author’s paper on the 
lateral elettric explojion , which was printed in the 
60th volume of the Philofophical Tranfa&ions. 
The 28th contains fome new experiments in 
ele&ricity, particularly on the fuppofed non¬ 
conducting power of water and quickfilver when 
in the ftate of vapour. 

In the 29th feCtion the author relates fome 
experiments which he had made on found in 
different kinds of air: the refult of which was, 
that the intenfity of found depends folely on 
the denfity of the air in which it is made, with¬ 
out any regard to its chemical properties. The 
vapour of water is alfo known to be a medium 
of found. 

The 30th feftion contains mifcellaneous ex¬ 
periments; and, amongft others, that air ren¬ 
dered exceedingly offenfive to the noftrils by 

' putre» 
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putrefaction is not always properly phlogifti* 
cated; the particles which affcCt the fmell not 
being combined with, but only diffufed through 
the air, and may be feparated by pafling the 
air through water. 

The 31ft feCtion confifts of remarks on the 
preceding volumes of the author’s Obfervations 
cn Air , explaining and correcting them by the 
help of fubfequerit experiments and obfervations. 
And the 32d feCtion contains a fummary of all 
the molt remarkable faCts in the prefent and - 
four preceding volumes, digefted under proper 
heads, with references to the volumes and pa¬ 
ges ; which thofe who have occafion to confult 
thefe volumes will find exceedingly ufeful. 

The 33d and laft fection contains experiments 
made after the preceding feCtions were fent to 
prefs; and, amongft others, on the power of con¬ 
ducing heat in different kinds of air. The author 
found that inflammable air conducted heat much 
better than any other kind *, fixed and acid air 
tonflderably worfe than common airj alkaline 
air rather better than acid j and dephlogifticated 
air a little worfe than common air. In making 
thefe experiments he obferved, that alkaline air 
was remarkably expanded by the heat, agree¬ 
ably to hjs former obfemtions on that fubjeCt. 

An 


1 
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• An Appendix is fubjoined to the volume, 
containing letters on philosophical fubje&s from 
feveral of the author’s friends. The firft of 
thefc is from Mr, 1 Arden, giving an account of 
his having imitated the phenomenon of the fire, 
ball by artificial ekdtricity. The 2d is fronvMr. 
Bewley, containing obfervations on feveral: parts, 
of the volume, together with * experiments^ on. 
the fixed air or mephitic acid difcovered by re- 
fpiration. The 3d is from Mr. Watt, and> alfo 
contains obfery&tions on different parts of this, 
volume. The 4th is from Dr, Withering, cfer 
fcribing : a new apparatus for impregnating water- 
with fixed air. The 5th is from Mr. Warlure.om 
the firing of inflammable air in clqfe veffels* He 
finds that, there is a 4af$ ofi weight in thefe cafes, 
and this be attributes to the latent heat, or fire„ : 
which is extricated anddifperfed in the operation.. 
If this be true, we are furnilhed with a proof 
that fire is actually heavy: the fa£t however 
requires to be confirmed by. repeated and.diyer- 
fified trials •, and we heartily recommend it ta 
Mr. Warltire to profecute fo extraordinary an 
experiment. 

We have thus given as ample an abftra£t of 
this excellent work as the nature of our plan 
Will permit j but for an account of the author’s 

numerous 
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irtlmetous experiments, and a variety of Oth* 
interefting particulars Which are not here noticed* 
We are obliged *C<y ref* our readers to the per¬ 
formance itfelfv •’ ’• — 


<tfe=3fe**rife=te tftafei: u n :. 


.7 >: , * ■ - ’ ». fOi.’ 

JV. Hijt-oirfiXAca^em^.R^yAe .x fiey ; Sciences* 

Anyiee 1777. A'vwjts mrpoixesM piatkematiqut 
*/ de $hyfique r f^r-fla mgie annee y tires 4 dft 
Regiflres de cette Academie. i. e. Hifiory of. thy 
Royal Academy of. Science^ Aoy. the.year 1777; 

.^1 ’i J • i J r ■ *1 * - '-.’•.-I - ‘ 

with the mathematical aqd philofophical memoirf 
for that year, taken from the Rygifersof the 
’ Academy. 4to. Paris^ .1780.. S^.pagp, ji# 
. H CQppei--plat^ lv;( , ,, t 



Juflieu, Bourdelin, and" Haller, mwi‘each of 
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Which we mean.to give extracts m iome future 
number of our Journal. The'memoirs that fall 
>vithin the plan of our work, are as follows: 

I .'Fifth memoir, on. Zinc , by M. de Laflone.— 

p) |t -'J f *•* l qq p* - ♦*' \ 

TfieobjeCi of thif paper is to examine the effects 
of cauftic volatile alkali, fixed mineral alkali, 
lime water, and the acetous acid on this femi- 

) * «■ ■ 1 »•'i *. i Y*,’ v ci 

metal. From a variety of experiments it ap- 

-f PkKj i 

pears. 






pears, that cauftie fixed alkalis (when -conceit-' 
trated) diffolve a part of the zinc, and reduce 
the remainder to a ftate of calx. Cauftie vola- 
tile alkali at firft did not feem to have any fen- 
fible operation on the zinc* but after a time it 
attacked it in a manner very different from what 
' . Ample water would db, and the mixture Was 
attended With a Angular phenOrdenon, particles 
of the zinc uniting With the glafs vefiel in Which 
it was digefted, atid afluming a dark grey co¬ 
lour. 

M. de Laffone obferves, that from every fo- 
lution of zinc black flakes are -feparated in 
greater or lefs abundance. Thefe flakes are the 
fame, whatever menftruum is employed. He 
finds that they are foluble' in acids, and that 
alkalis precipitate them in the form of a white, 
earth. He proves that they contain nothing of 

an inflammable or metallic nature, and he con- 

. rr u.izJ. .. 

Aiders them as an abforbent earth, which owes 
its black colour to a fmall portion of phlogiftori 
it has retained. 

The author concludes this paper with fame 
obfervations on the medicinal efle&s of zinc. 


> • '• % <\n j 

Preparations of this femi-metal are employed ini 
diforders of the eye •, but inftead of the calx 
which is cotnmonly ufed for this purpofe, ho 


recom- 
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tecommends the Acetous fait of zinc. He ob- 
ferves, that this fait,.'being more foluble in water 
•than the acetous fait-of-lead;-might be advan*- 
Cageoufly ' fubftftuted in its ftead- Flowers of 
^iric have been ftrongly recommended by Gat*- 
bius and others as a fedative rCtnedyVbut'our 
'.author aflerts, that although he has repeatedly 
jprefcribed them in- his own : pr&ftice, he never 
•experienced any fuch effe& from them ; and ht 
adds, that a phyfician of his acquaintance, of 

/» r • , 

-extenfive practice, and who for feveral yeaft 
gave the flowers of zinc in a variety of convul¬ 
sive cafes, and in larger dofes than thofe retorrf. 
mended by Gaubius, never found them more 
powerfully fedative than the ordinary remedies 
•to which this quality is attributed. - 

II. A .defeription of the nerves of the feconi 
and third cervical pairs. By M. Vicq d'Azyr. 

No part of anatomy has been more diligently 
cultivated by the moderns than neurology. To 
-Walther, Senac, and Haller, we are indebted 
for minute accounts of the intercoftal nerve; 
Meckel has immortalized himfelf by his defcrip- 
-tion of the fifth and feventh pair of nerves; the 
^nerves of the laft cervical pair, which fervp 
^chiefly to form' the .great plexufes of’ the atm, 
and the nerves of the.pelvis,., hayeibien. carefully 
,"Vou II. N° II. O de- 



defcribed by Camper, as thofe of the firft cer¬ 
vical pair have by Afchei and M. Vicq d'Azyr 
in the paper before us gives us a very exa& do* 
feription of the fecond and third cervical pairs, 
the branches of which are very numerous. The 
accounts that have been hitherto given of thefe 
two pairs by anatomical writers are either er¬ 
roneous or tpq t concife, Thefe were the author’s 
reafons, as he informs us, for undertaking this 
talk. -Like Meckel, he has divided his difierta- 
tion into three parts; in the firft he gives the 
remarks of the belt authors on the fubject; the 
fecond is employed in anatomical deferiptionj 
and in the third he explains the ufes of thefe 
perves. 

Ill, Of tbf ccwbujlm of Kunckef s pbofpboru$ t 
and of the nature of the acid which rcfylts from 
this corfibujlion. By M. Lavoifier. 

Since the difeoveries made by M. Margraff 
with regard to pholphorus, this fubftance has 
been confidered as a particular animal acid com¬ 
bined with phlogiiton, in the fame manner as 
fulpbpr > iuppofed to be formed by vitriolic 
acid united with that principle. From the ex¬ 
periments related in the prefent paper it appears, 
that thi? theory., though it may be well founded, 

far from bffiog complete, ■"’* 
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M. Lavoifier found that upon attempting to 
bum phofphorus in a clofe veflel the quantity 
Confumed was frilall compared with the mafs of 
air contained in the veftel. This mafs was di- 
tninUhed one fifth, and the acid produced by t£e 
combuftion of the phofphorus being collected, 
was found to exceed the weight of the phof¬ 
phorus employed in the experiment* This ex- 
cefs of weight was equal to the quantity of air 
abforbed* The remaining air was unfit for re- 
fpiration or combuftion, but on adding to it a 
quantity of vital air produced by the reduction 
of precipitate per fe t it refumed all its properties 
of atmofpheric air* Similar phenomena took 
place in the combuftion of fujphur. Hence 
M. Lavoifier is inclined to confider fulphur as 
an acid deprived of this air, and the acid as a 
fulphur to which it has been reftorcd. 

From thefe enquiries our author proceeds to 
confider the combinations of the phofphoric acid 
with alkaline and metallic fubftances. Upon 
being poured into lime water the mixture became . 
turbid, and afforded a precipitate fimilar to 
that produced by fixed air. The author ob- 
ferves, however, that the precipitates in thefe 
.two cafes (notwithftanding the refemblance 
which feme have fuppofed between the acid of 

O 2 phof- 
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phofphorus and fixed air) are efTentiaHy" dif¬ 
ferent; one being a chalk, infqluble in. wat^rj, 
and efferveicingwith acids.; the other a fohible 
phofphqric fait liable to no fuch effervefcence. 


JV. 0 /'the rtxans of improving the bteed of 
tfpeep. By M. Daubentohi—*^-»-The ingenious 
author, of thia, paper hai > been employed for 
feveral .years paft, tinder.jthc patronage ©f the 
intendant of the finances; in^profecufckig, 8 variety 
of interefting experiments fortaC<*erjcaining the k>dt 
means of improving the breed,q£ Ihyep in France^ 
For this purpofe xi) u^jeropsjflp:Ms beemsop- 
ftantly under his direction fince the yeapiy^ir 
flaepp have been.proc.ured from RouftilonriElaftr 
ders^ pngland, Morocco, and even -Thibet; ,8Ddj 
in a_ wordfc no means have been, neglected [that 
could pofiibly'promote the :objeft in vtew. m 
M. Daubentog has from time^tOi time coni rriu* 
.nicated the refult of his obfervatiofis to the dca- 


*j;emy, and feveral of his papers , on this fubjeft 
^ve:app 9 ired in different yolywiies.of their ; me¬ 
moirs.; In his prefent paper. we; ; meet with fc- 

♦*. • F-scTw f ~ -03 

. j Jt. is weUyknown that, jin-cgeheral»cby min¬ 


ing; different breeds of the fame fpecies we pro- 
f ure a mixture of the two, and a new breed, 
•but the. particular; influence of the male ..or 

female 
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female on thefe oppafions feems- hkhert-Ojtq 
liave escaped the attention of natiiraligbs- fT ft 
Daubenton has obferved, that in flieep, i£-w$ 
employ the feitiale of the breed \vje mean to in¬ 
troduce, the wifhed-for improvement is not tho¬ 
roughly obtained without a great number of 
crolling^ whdreas two are frequently fdfficieht i& 
give the-new'breed its utmoft, degree of petfec- 



have conftantly a rijuci^ ^reaten refemblance to 
their father than-their mother. Whether this 

obfervation holds good with other fpecieS of ani- 

on T :-t if ,5 flr'ft:’ . -i aihoj l o. :,.d 


jw! fcqfjini\ jun. By M. ^avoifier.-i'Th^le vVaters 
were brought from the neighbourhod of Lateral 


famous for its mines of alum and fulpnur. They 

(«l c* '’Cj »|l 'jjt fj r»- | t i ,. ' 

proved to be of an aluminous nature, yet did 

* *t a |iA\ i'u'H f'' • , 

not yield alum when evaporated, biU only a far- 
line mais witVan excels of arid."* 1 ' M. Lavoifier 
found that by faturating this acid with an alkali* 

a precipitate was produced which' was' redif- 

A-- v^»7 c »' *v‘ , *Vi‘{ 4 .'va ji' - . . • • 
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obfervations made by MargrafF .and M?cquer r 

<•* i one , • . 

that 
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that the earth of alum is not a funple earth, bill 
a combination of alkali with an argillaceous 
earth. 

[ J* be continued. ] 

V. Mifcellaneous furgical ejfays , by J. L. Schinud- 
ker, Vol. II. ( Continued from page 20.) 

XIV. \ Cafe in •which a portion of the thigh 
/V bone Was extracted from an abfcefs. By 
Mr. Horn.—The abfcefs here fpokeft of came oil 
after a quartan. It fuppurated and Was opened, 
but for a confiderable length of time /hewed no 
difpofition to heal. At length a portion of bone 
exfoliated and was extracted, foon after which 
a cure was effr&ed. The patient informed our 
author, that thirteen years before the appearance 
of this abfcefs he had hurt his thigh by a fall, 
which had left a fwelling that was occafionally 
attended with pain, fo that the whole of his com¬ 
plaint probably arofe from that accident. 

XV. Obfervations on the abufe of blood-letting 
in forced marches . By the fame.—The author 
remarks, that vensefedtion often proves fatal 
when praftifed after a forced march, and at a 
time when the foldier, fatigued by the heat of 

the feafon and climate, and, worn down with 

fatigue. 
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fatigue, is finking under the weight of his bag¬ 
gage. He tells us, he has often met with in- 
ftances of this fort. The countenance of the 
patient was generally pale, his eyes prominent, 
his voice, refpiration, and pulfe weak and fome- 
times hardly perceptible. Some were delirious, 
and thefe he obferves commonly died. If they 
were blooded the blood came away by drops, 
and the evacuation generally proved fatal. 

The mode of treatment recommended by Mr* 

> * 

Horn in ttosfe cafes is as follows : he direds the 
patients to be laid in a cool lituation, with their 

head and breaft a little elevated. He then ad- 

• 

vifes yinegar (or, if that cannot be had, lpirit of 
vitriol diluted with water) to be given them to 
drink. At the fame time the hands and face 
of fuch as are fenfelefs are to be bathed with 
vinegar,, and volatile alkali applied to their 
noftrils. If this method Ihould fail to roufe 
them the internal membrane of the nofe is to. be 
lightly touched with a ftraw, till a fneezirig is 
excited, after which we are told that in general 
the patient gradually recovers, and it is then 
advifeable for him to march on again as foon as 
poflible. 

.Mr. Horn obferves, that many were prevented 
from falling, by giving them acidulated drink 

and 
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and allowing them a little reft as Toon as they be¬ 
gan to be affected. ... . . j 

XVI. Cafe of a caries of the os front is. By the 
•fame.—This difeafe was owing co a venereal 
taint. There were two fiftulous openings in the 
forehead, which afforded an ichorous difeharge, 
but the integuments were neither difcoloured nor 

D t ; 

gainful, fo that the patient wore his hat a$ ufual 
without any inconvenience. •“ He died of a fever, 
and on diffe&ion our author found the outer 
table of the os frontis intirdy-tonfumed artd'thc 
finite frontales obliterated^: .‘This cafe is a cur if 
<Jus confirmation of what has been more than 
©nee obferved with refpeft to the jalmoft imper¬ 
ceptible progrefs of a venereal caries. V- ■ 

XVII. Cafe cf an inverted feirrhous uterus . By 
«he fame. This complaint was the confequfcnte 
of delivery. The inverted uterus remained for 
a long time in the vagina, but at length pro* 
Japfed, and was then found to be feirrhous. Its 
£>u] 3 c! was.equal to that of a child’s head, and 
froirpifs ftirface, which had feveral feirrhous ex¬ 
crescences, an acrid foetid mucus was perpe¬ 
tually exfuding. r At length it became gangren¬ 
ous and the patient died. 

i XVIIi. Cafe of a gun-pot wound. By Mr. 
Volker.~-ln this cafe the frdl penetrated into 

I-..- the 



the abdomen, and pafled, as appeared after* 
wards, near the left kidney* Violent fymptoms 
enfued j the patient complained of a burning 
pain in the neighbourhood of the fp’ne, and the 
wound difeharged only a foetid ichor. On the 
twenty-fourth day after the accident, the ball 
Was difeharged by ftool, and all the fymptoms 
were mitigated* On the thirty-fixth day, how¬ 
ever, they returned with increafed violence, but 
were again relieved by the difeharge of feveral 
pieces of cloth from the wound. After this the 
patient’s life was a third time endangered by an 
error in diet, which occalioned violent fpafms of 
the inteftines. A diarrhoea relieved him from 
thefe alarming fymptoms, and he afterwards 
gradually recovered. 

XIX. An account of the amputation of an arm 
after a gun-Jhot wound , by Mr. Budaeus.—In the 
cafe here related the patient’s ftrength was fo 
much reduced by the profufe fuppuration occa* 
fioned by the wound, that it was feared he would 
not furvive the amputation of his arm. Hap* 
pily. however, foon after the operation the hec¬ 
tic fever fubfided, and by means of a nourifhing 
diet the patient recovered in a fhort time. 

XX. Remarks on the efficacy of topical bleeding 
In local inflammations of the head , by Mr. Sellie.— 

Vo*. II. N*II, P As 
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As a proof of the good efteds of this pradice 
the author fpeaks of a wound of the head, at¬ 
tended with ftupor* in which the trepan was 
applied, and the vefiels of the dura mater being 
found extremely diftended with blood, an inci- 
fjon was made into them, and the patient foon 
afterwards recovered his fenles. Mr. Sellie men¬ 
tions another cale^, which deferves to be noticed, 
on account of a fingular eircumftance that at¬ 
tended it. It feems that on applying the trepan 
to a patient’s lcull, the inftrument made its way 
through the bone much fooner than was expeded, 
and wounded the brain. . On inquiry it was 
found that this part of the cranium was carious. 
Notwithftanding this dangerous accident, how¬ 
ever, the patient got well. 

XXI. On the, efficacy of Peruvian bark in a cafe 
of abfeefs attended with a caries of the os humeri , 
by the fame.—-The abfeefs here deferi bed came 
on after a putrid fever, and produced a caries 
of the head of the os humeri and of the procelfes 
of the fcapula, by which the capfular ligament 
and feveral mufcles were deftroyed, fo that the 
cavity of the joint became expofed. The patient 
laboured at the lame time under hedic fever, 
colliquative fweats, and diarrhoea. In this 
alarming ftate .our author a.dminiltered the bark. 
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find in the (pace of fix weeks had the pleafure of 
feeing his patient perfeftly recovered. 

XXII. Cafe of a mortification of the fore arm , 
■by Mr. Morgenftern. In this cafe the patient’s 
arm was at firft cold and without pulfe. Thefe 
fymptoms were followed by violent pain and 
inflammation, which terminated in a mortifica¬ 
tion. The limb was amputated about the middle 
df the os humeri, and upon difle&ion the three 
.principal branches of the humeral artery were 
found completely obftru<fted by a dry polypous 
•concretion of a dark red colour, fo that not'a 
-drop; of blood could pafs through them. It 
appeared that fome time before this the patient 
had had a fra&ured clavicle, the callus of which 
on examination feemed to be very irregular, and 
that end of it which is attached to the acro¬ 
mion was deprefifed. 

“~ XXIII. Cafe of a cancerous clitoris , by Mr. 
Kramer.—The clitoris in this cafe was equal to 
three fingers in thicknefs, and an inch in Length. 
At its fore part it was in a ftate of ulceration, 
and covered with cancerous excrefcences, fo as 
to refemble the head of a cauliflower. The left 
nympha was free from dileafe, but the right was 
much indurated. An attempt was firft made 
to remove the clitoris by ligature j but this me 

P 2 thod 
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thod proved fq extremely painful that our au¬ 
thor found it neceffary to have recourfe to 
the knife, with which he extirpated it com¬ 
pletely, together with the fchirrous portion of 
the djfeafed nympha. The haemorrhage was 
eafily fupprefied by the application of agaric, 
and the cure accomplifhed without any bad 
fymptoms. 

XXIV. Cafe of an aneurifm , by the fame.— 
In this cafe the coats of the difeafed veffel burft, 
but the haemorrhage was ftopt by means of the 
tourniquet, after which the artery was fecured 
by a ligature, and a few hours after the opera* 
tion the pulfe was felt in the wrift, fo that the 
patient feemed to be in a fair way of recovery. 
Unexpectedly, however, a locked jaw took place 
©n the fifth day, and in two hours deftroyed the 
patient. The author afcribes this fatal fpafm to 
the irritable habit of the patient, and allures 
us, that he had not included the nerve in the 
ligature. 

[ To be continued. ] 
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SECTION II. 


Essays and O b s i r v at i on s. 

t 

tfiwo cafes of /curvy attended with fome uncommon 
eircumjiances. By Mr. William Coleman, fur- 
geon at Sandwich in Kent. Communicated by 
Samuel Foart Simmons, M.D. F. R. S. Read 
July 9, 1781.' - 


M ISS M. C. aged about 17 years, of a 
healthy, ftrong conditution, took cold 
while pn a vifit at a neighbouring village, and 
on her return to Sandwich in the evening of 
Monday, May' 1, complained of being (lightly 
indifpofed. The next morning (he told me (he 
had (pit blood from her gums, and I advifed 
her to wa(h her mouth with vinegar, but this 
did not (top the difeharge. In the afternoon I 
perceived a purple fpot on her right cheek, and 
on removing her handkerchief ten or twelve 
more were difeovered on her (houlders and 
breads, and a dill greater number on her right 
arm. Alarmed at thefe appearances, I requeded 
the advice of a phyfician, who recommended a 

» > w v * • 

drong deco<ftion of bark and fnake-root, with 

■a • , 

lemon juice, to be given as often as her domach 

would bear it. At the lame time (he was de- 

• - • - ■ > 
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fired to eat, plentifully of. oranges, and to drink 

* .• . l ’ 

frequently of red port wine. 

Blood continued to- Row 1 very. fall fronv 1 the 
.xnouth, and a little* from the noftrHs. which we 

r % K. JF «• . ' ‘ ' * v v i’< i . M 

filled with Jint moiftened with Aqua Styjtiica. 
The mouth was frequently wafhed.with the tinc¬ 
ture of rofesi but die bloocLcootinuing to i'lTue 
from the gums, they were touqhe^l with aqua 
flyptica. 

• r May 3. Thtr'day tfffi B caSimenia^'can» on, 

difcharged' very conEderablyf Oh' erfqbify 
*we fourth'it was a freefc-before* the ufual'pcffbd'. 
'T he patient’spcrlfe'’was' ftrbng 'and'teg-ulah,' abd 
foe did not fccm to lofe her ’ftrength fo rrwclhafs 
I expe&ed, confidering'Hld* difcharge. ■ cr i l * r , ‘- 

i '■ • ' 1 

'-"'•May 4. She had a ’ natural ftobl: tht’dif- 
Tharge from the gums was‘Yome what ’Ieflenech, 
'bitt the catamenia ftill continued in the fame 
•degreehs yefterday. We now perceived more 
hpots on 'her legs, 2nd the next morning (after 
'iftfery reftleis night) we difcovered leveral’frelh 
J ^nC<;, particularly on one of her arms. ‘ Thofe 
That firft appeared were more'frond than when 
Ve dir ft noticed them. 

* • r ' * r ^. r . ,..* 

1 "May 6. ~ The difcharges were nearly the fame 
x as before, but her pulfe .was as good as if Ihe 
had been in perfect health. J 'At'night fhe'~was 
^extremely rcftlcfs. May 
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May 7. The'patient having had no evacua¬ 
tion by {tool fincc 1 hurfday, a common glyfter' 
was inje&ed, and. brought away with it a great 
quantity of black hardened fceces. She felt 
herfelf better after this evacuation .and had it 
good night; but ftill continued to fpit a great- 
deal of blood, and the catamenia did not abate. 

; May 8. She feemed to be rather better, when 
an haemorrhage came on fuddenly from the tefc 
noftnl. I found her, pulfe much quickened, 
which I attributed to her hurry of fpirits. She 
complained of ficknefs, and vomited a pint 
bafon full of a dark coloured liquor mixed with 
a good deal of pure blood.' The difeharge 
from the nofe was flopped by fistic applica¬ 
tions to the noftrils, but ihe ftill felc the blood 
flowing down her throat. She was now very 
pale and lick, and vomited another pint bafon 
full of blood, &c. as before. The hemorrhage; 
which began about twelve o’clock; abated abTuc 
three, and at four o’clock entirely ceafed. J 

May 9. She was much better. As fhc htfd : 
fwallowed fo much' blood, and ihad not had a 
ftool fince the laft glyfter, it was repeated, and 
with the fame good effed as >' before. Before 
night the catamenia had quite ceafed, the day- 
following (Wednefday, May 10) tHe falito was- 

dif* 
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diicharged without the leaft tinge of blood. She 
now mended very rapidly. 

May xx. I gave her ten grains of rhubarb 
with the deco&ion of bark, and repeated the 
fame dofe at night. This produced two natural 
(tools. Since that time Ihe has taken the bark 
in fubftance, and milk from the cow night and 
morning*, and is recovering her health and 
firength very faft. It is remarkable, that on 
the day after the bleeding from the nofe, the fpots 
that were before of a purple colour fuddcnly 
changed to a bright red. 

To invertigate the caufe of this difeafe may be 
difficult, but I think it right to mention a cir- 
eumftance which may perhaps throw fome light 
on it i and this is, that at home the patient feldom 
\ eats filh, and it happened that during the week 
{he fpent at her friends, they had frequent din¬ 
ners and fuppers of filh, of which (he ate very 
heartily. Her gums too, lhe tells me, have for 
fome time part: been apt to bleed on the leaft 
touch. 

To this cafe I (hall add another of a fimilar 
nature, but attended with much more formidable 
fymptoms, communicated to me by my brother- 
in-law, Mr. John Robins, furgeon at Afliford, 
and which I (hall give in his own words, ex* 

trafted 
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Crafted from his. letter to rile’ on the occafion. 

In February 1786 Mrs. Sv/eetlove of Weft- 
well, about four miles from Afhford, on wakino- 

. ... . 7 e> 

m the morning perceived blood in her mouth, 
nnd by the time I faw her in the afternoon had 
fpit into a bafon a pint) and a half of pure blood: 
Upon looking into her mouth I obferved the 
blood ftreaming down the teeth of the upper 
jaw. I likewife perceived many extravafations 

*1 ^ *i ’ 1 

in the mouth, and upon further examination 
difcoverCd petechias in various parts of the body; 
and a fanies difcharged by an ifiue and two 
ulcers. A day-Or tv^o after this blood began to 
flow copioufly from the vagina,.' fo that in four 
' days (before which the" hemorrhage did not 
ieem to abate'; Ihe had loft a great quantity of 
blood. I gave her half a drachm of bark in 
fubftance every hour and a half, with mineral 
acids and tinfture of rofes, and direfted her to 
eat Seville oranges and to drink red'wine. On 
the fecond day of the uterine hasmorrhage a 
phyftcian was fent for. He made no change 
in the mode of treatment, but we were fbon 
obliged to vary, it, for the acids difagreed that 
day with her ftomach fo much, that fhe kept 
nothing down, for which reafon their ufe was 
from that time difcontinued, and ten grains of 
- VOL. II. N° II, xpc- 



ipecacuanha giy^ft as a puke; before \ye began 
with the bark again. The patient cpntinyed 
the ufe of the bark t*U the latter; end of May, 
when (he tired of it, and in its ftead I gave her 
the Cortex* Eleuther. & Vin. Amar . Her diet 
eon lifted at fi.rO: almofl: entirely of afies *milk, 
but after fome. little time (he took animal food, 
and during the fumroer months ate very largely 
pf currants, which (he was remarkably fond of. 
J 5 y thefe means before the end of Auguft, after 
experiencing a variety of fymptoms from a weak 
fibre and impoyeriftied blood, Ibe wasreftored 
to a tolerable ftat;e of health. It feejn^right tp 
add, that tjhe patient is naturally of a highly 
^corbptip habit with a fcrophuljous taint, as is 
evident frprn feveral indurated glands afipyt her 
p^clf and axilla, and fronj. a difppfitioi) to heriac 
fever, which is probably owing tq, a fimiku; 
caufe in the lung^. 3> 

Sandwich, May 18, 1781* 

/■”. < r "i 'T s i . ' 

r , -i. 
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II. A remarkable cafe of uterine hemorrhage* By 
Thomas Blackburne, M. D. F. R. S. fhyfman 
at Durham. Read July 16, 1781. 

*'' • 1 f * * * t * ’ ■* ■ 

M B. a married wpman aged 46-, of a. thin, 
t (pare habit, by trade a cook, had for 

fomc 
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forrie years fcorbbtic eruptions 6n Her arms, 
hands, and fingers, which, being detrimental 16 
her in her j'irofefiioH, (he had repelled with fcttifc 
Itrorig ointment feveral timeS. From the begitt* 
ihg of the year iy 78 thefe eruptions returned 
-ho rridre, but (he was troubled with frequent 
arid large floodings for abode a year. 

An exceflive difeharge of this kind happened 
io m about the middle of July 1775J, attended 
with a lenfe of bearing down ex anteriori , and 
very fetere acute pains in her left hypogaftriurri, 
which continued with very little intermiflion for 
three weeks,' Attended with loofenefs and vomits 
mg. She deferibed them as being not like 
labour-pains, but more fevere, and faid that 
they always began on the left fide. She was 
treated as f6r an inflammation of the bowels with 
bleeding* &c. About the third week (he found 
that (he had pafied by the vagina a (mail, round 
fubftance about the fize of a plum, which (he 
compared to a little bag full of fomething tied 
Up, and at the fame time an offenfive putrid 
mafs hanging from the vagina. In this fituation 
(he continued fome days, with a very copious 
putrid drfeharge daily from the mafs, and was 
then removed 20 miles in a poft-chaife to Dur¬ 
ham, where I firft faw her on the 1 ft of Sep- 

Q 2 tember 
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timber* 1779. I found her greatly reduced by 
the difeafe, and the room, in which Ihe was, fq 
intolerably offenfive that it was fcarcely pofiible 
|o ftay in it, though it was full of flowers and 
the window wide open. The difcharge was con? 
iiderably abated, and there was a membranous 
Jubilance hanging out fix or eight inches frorq 
the vagina,, the end of which was dry and like 
a piece of the dried coat of a bladder j nearer 
the vagina moift and difeharging putrid master. 
1 ordered her a ftrong decodtion of the bark to 
be taken frequently, and vifited her the next 
day with an eminent lurgeon and man-midwife 
of this city. He examined her, and found the 
projecting, body extend up the vagina as far as 
his hand could reach, but growing thicker and 
thicker the higher it went. He could not fatisfy 
himfelf of its extent or attachment, but propofed 
a ligature to be made as high in the vagina as 
poflible upon this fubftance to bring it away. 

The next day, however, it had come away 
fpontaneoufly, and proved to be a large, putrid, 
indiftindt mafs, weighing about three pounds of 
a round lhape, (like the fundus uteri) at its bafe, 
of about 4! inches in its largeft diameter, and ta¬ 
pering almoft regularly into the membrane above 
deferibed, with which it was covered throughout. 

The 
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The covering membrane was thin, and the fubr 
fiance through it appeared convoluted like the 
Jobes of the cerebrum mixed with coagulated ' 
blood j there appeared no inner cavity, but the 
fubftance was in too difiolved and putrid ftate 
to be described particularly. 

The woman recovered her health every day 
from this delivery, and has been very regular 
and enjoyed her health fince that time much better 
than before. She never complained of any extra¬ 
ordinary fullnefs during the difeafe, nor of any 
difference in her fize and feelings fince. 

Cafes in fome refpe&s fimilar to this are to 
be met with in books; but the coming on of 
the flooding after the repulfion of a cutaneous 
eruption, and the extraordinary bulk of the eo- 
agulum (fqr fuch it feems to have been) are cir- 
cumftances perhaps not undeferving the attention 
of the Society. Ruyfch has obferved, that blood 
coagulated in the uterus has often been mif- 
taken for a falfc conception, and that by com- 
preflion it has frequently acquired a firm, and 
even membranous appearance. Obfervations of 
the fame nature occur likewife in Morgagni and * 
Ojther praftical writers. 

Durham, July I, 1781. 


SECTION 
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SfeCTION III. 

Ml’ptCAL AtiiS i’Hitbsloi'H’ifcAL Khws. 

• V * 

T H E Royal Academy of forgery at Paris 
have propofed the following queftion for 
a prize of twelve hundred livres: “ What is 
« the bed method of removing with fafety thoffc 
“ blemiriies in the face that afe Occafioned by 
tc gunpowder?”— ; The diflertatiorts on this fob- 
yset are to be Wrkteh: in French ot Latin,' and 
fent to M. Louis, fecrctary ta tfhe academy* 
before the iftof April 1782. 


Etftfafl of a letter from' Profeflbf Plbuequet, 
df the imiverfity of Tubingen, to a number of 
dte focie'ty': 

6< Some .time ago 1 had- ocCafion to treat a 
cafe of inguinal hernia in a female patient. It 
appeared in the right groin, but was fo' fmall 
tfi'at it Wa£ impoftible to determine whether if 
portion of inteftine or omentum that pro- 
tftlrded. The phtierit Was troubled With cOlie, 
vomiting, and the other ufoal fytnptoms’ of aif 
incarcerated heiyiia. Repeated attempts wfere 
made to reduce it, but without effeft, as it con- 

ftantly 
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(Unt}y flipped frpm up^er my fingers, till 
length up.on Introducing t\yo of my fingers intp 
the vagina, and placing them immediately under 
the hernia, while with my other hand the necefi* 
fary prelfute was made externally on the aU? 
domen, I eafily fucceeded in the reduction. It 
has returned feveral times fince, but has always 
been reduced in. the fame manner without the 
lead; 'difficulty. Berhaps a fimilar method might 
he ufefol in cafes of this fort 'in men. For 
this purppfe the two fingers might be introduced 
into. the. aaui-” •« , L ‘ 


% a let^r. from. Swede* we ate informed* 
fhat a Saturated infufipp pf Ledum, qp%- 
tinued for three or fopr mpnths in leprpfy, hap 
pfieded a cure in feveral cafes, wfehojg the a£* 
fiftance of any other remedy. 


Extraft of a letter from Dr. Michaelis, phy-t 
fician to the Hefiian troops in America,- to 
Profefibr Richter at Gottingen : 

“ It is remarkable, that patients labouring 
under a certain degree of feurvy cannot bear' 
the open air. Several fcorbutic patients on 

board 
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board our fbip, when upon deck, intrCated frie' 
for God’s fake to order them to be carried 
down to that part of the vefiel where they were 
accuftomed to pats the night, and where the air 1 
was vefy bad, on account of the great number 
of peopJe colle&ed there night and day. Many 
of them died foon after their landing; as did a 
great number of other fcorbutic patients be¬ 
longing to the fleet. It is well known here, 
that of the fcorbutic people who have long been 
confined in a Ihip’s hold, many die as foon as ‘ 
they are brought upon deck, others in the boat 
that conveys them aihore, and fome foon after 
their landing. We can hardly afcribe the deaths 
of fuch perfons to fatigue (which indeed, when 
in a certain degree, might be very fatal to pa¬ 
tients in fo reduced a ftate) for they are carried 
Upon deck in their beds, and conveyed from 
thence in the fame manner into the boats. The 
faft is, that the pure air is too elaftic for their • 
enfeebled organs of refpiration, fo they die fuf- 
focated.” 

“ From the experiments made here by the 
Englifh army phyficians Columbo root appears 
to have great powers in hypochondriacal affec¬ 
tion, and to be an excellent medicine in the dy^ 
ientery, provided the necefiary evacuations have 

been 
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been pretnifed. They have likewife found the 
Arnica root of ufe in cafes where the principal 
indication was to ftrencrthen.” 

O 


Dr. Sigault, phyfician at Paris, has lately ex¬ 
perienced good effects from the external ufe of 
cold water, in a cafe where the progrefs of la¬ 
bour was retarded by violent convulfions. Upon 
throwing a pailful of water (in which ice had 
been previoufly dilfolved) on the patient, the 
fpafms inftantly fubfided, and the os uteri loon 
began to dilate. By a few repetitions of this ap¬ 
plication the convulfions were entirely removed, 
and the os uteri in a Ihort time was fufficiently 
open to allow of the introdu&ion of the forceps, 
with which the patient was delivered of a dead 
child. 


The following account of t^e Caefarean ope¬ 
ration performed lately at I ,yons is extra&ed 
from a periodical work, entitled “ Obfervations 
“ fur les maladies regnantes a Lyon ; par M. M. 
“ Vltet et Petetin, medecins:” 

“ Pierette Mornon, a delicate woman aged 
27 years, much deformed by the rickets, was 
brought to the hofpital; February 25, 1781, in 
• Vol. II. N° II. R labour. 
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labour. At tea o’clock in the forenoon the os 
•uteri was dilated to the fize of a half crown. 
At eleven, the waters being evacuated, the head 
of the foetus was felt above the brim of the 
pelvis, which it was prevented from entering by 
the too great projection of the os facrum, where 
it joins the laft lumbar vertebra. It being re¬ 
folded to perform the Csefarean feCtion, an in- 
'cifion was made through the integuments in the 
direction of the linea alba fix inches and a half 
in length. The ineifion into the uterus, four 
fingers breadth in length, was attended with 
donfiderable pain and haemorrhage. The in- 
tcftines and omentum, having forced their way 
through the wound, were fupported while the 
foetus and placenta were extracted. The uterus 
inftantly contracted. The inteftines and omen¬ 
tum were retained by feveral Hitches in the in¬ 
teguments, and by bandage. 

“ From fix o’clock in the evening (the time 
t^e operation was performed) till midnight, the 
patient complained of acute pain in the wound, 
and her ftrength was confiderably diminilhed. 
At half paft one, iff the morning of February 
the ; 26th, the pulfe became ftronger and more 
• frequent. She voided by the wound and vagina 
a reddilh ferum. At fix o’clock the pulfe became 

- weaker 
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weaker and lefs frequent. At eight die feemcd 
to be lomewhat relieved by an oily fomentation. 

At four in the afternoon lhe was attacked with 
vomiting, hiccup, and cold fweats, her. pulfe 
and ftrength were funk, her extremities grew 
cold, her features altered, and at fix the next 
morning, February the 27th, fhe died. 

“ Upon dififeCtion the inteftines and omentum 
appeared inflamed. The uterus was contracted 
to a moderate bulk. The diameter of the pelvis 
at its brim, mcaluring from pubis to facrum, was 
about two inches •, from fide to fide five inches. 
The iliac cavities were fmall, and bent inwards, 
efpecialty the right. 

c< On dividing the fymphyfis, the reparation 
of the ofia pubis, by the mere elaftieity of the. 
parts, left a fpace of near an inch and a half. 

By turning the thighs outward, and Separating \ 
them from each other, two inches were gained, 
and by bending them upon the abdomen the 
fpace was increafed to two inches and a half, 
by which means the diameter of the pelvis from 
pubis to facrum was found enlarged feven tenths 
of an inch, a fpace- which feemed fufficient for 
the pafiage of a fmall head, fuch as that of the 
dead child. 

R 2 “ Forty- 
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et Forty-eight hours after the diffedion the 
mufcles of the pelvis being ’removed, the liga¬ 
ments and cartilages that conned the facrum and 
ileum were examined, but did not appear to be 
in the lcaft injured.” 


At a late monthly meeting of the College of 
.Phyficians at Paris, M. de I’Epine communt- 
'.cated a cale of feyer attended with a fpontaneou.s 
hydrophobia. The patient bit a maid fervant, 
but without infeding her. M. Phillip fpoke of 
a fimilar cafe that occurred in his own pradice, 
and proved fatal. The patient was a young 
lady, and the difeafe was aferibed to a fup- 
preflion of the menfes. M. Bajet related a cafe 
of tertian, each paroxyfm of which was accom¬ 
panied by an eruption of broad red fpots on the 
ikin, which difappeared in twenty or thirty 
minutes.— M. Rabel mentioned a cafe of uterine 
haemorrhage cured by warm bathing. 



The following is Mr. Scheele’s method of 
preparing the new green colour mentioned in our 
laft number: 

“ Two pounds of blue vitriol are to be dif- 

folved 
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folved in fix pints of water in a copper vefiel 
over the fire, after which two pounds of white, 
dry pot-alh, and eleven ounces of white arfenic 
in powder*, are to be diflblved in two pints of 
pure water in -another vefiel of the fame metal, 
and over the fire alfo. When this latter folution 
is complete, the lixivium is tp be drained 
through a linen bag into another vefiel. 

“ This arfenical lixivium is to be poured by 
a little at a time into the above-mentioned folu¬ 
tion of blue vitriol, taking care to dir the mix¬ 
ture all the time with a wooden fpathula-f. 
When the whole is rrtixed it is to be differed to 
red for fome hours, when the green colour will 
fall to the bottom of the vefiel.—The clear 
lixivium is then to be poured off, and the hot 
water § repeatedly poured on the fediment, which 
is afterwards to be poured on a linen cloth, and 

when the moidure has filtered through it, the 

m • 

* The operator uvill dp well to powder the arfenic him- 
felf, as the powdered arfenic of the Ihops is often mixed 
with gypfum. He may convince himfelf of its purity 
by fprinkling a little of the arfenic on a Hone heated red 
hot. If it evaporates entirely the arfenic is pure. 

f As a ponfiderable eifervefcence is produced by this 
mixture the veflel ought to be large enough to hold two 
gallons. 

§ As this water will contain .a little arfenic care mud 
be taken not to throw it into any place where animals 
can have accds to it. 


green 
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green colour is to be made into fmall lumps and 
dried upon paper in a moderate heat.—The 
quantities above fpecified yield eighteen ounces 
and a half of a fine green colour. 


PROMOTIONS. 

July 14. James Hervey, M. B. of Queen’s 
College, Oxford, to be M. D.—129. Dr. Bree 
to be phyfician to the County Hofpital at North¬ 
ampton, in the room of Dr. Fothergill, who has 
refigned.—31. Mr. John Connor to be furgeon 
to the General Hofpital in the Leeward Iflands.— 
Augtifi 1. William Hawes, M. D. to be phyfician 
to the Surry Difpenfafy. 


DEATH S. 

. - i - . . 1 - 

Lately, Mr. Hubert Chetham, furgeon and 
apothecary at Wakefield in Yorklhire .—June 6. 
At Kingfton, Jamaica, Mr. Thomas Hamilton* 
late furgeon of the ihip Minerva .—July 8. In 
the convent of the Feuillans at Paris, Friar John 
de Badillac, better known by the name of Frere 
Cofme, famous for his invention of the Lithotome 
cache , a defeription of which firft appeared in 
the Journal des Sfavans for 1748—14. At Ports¬ 
mouth 
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mouth Common, after a fhort illnefe, Mr. Jones, 
apothecary,—25. At Lewifham in Kent, Mr. 
Thomas M‘Carthy, furgeon.—— Augufi 4. At 
Stamford in Lincolnfhire, of a putrid fore throat, 
Mr. Gilbert Smith, furgeon and apothecary at 
Friedone near Grantham. 

' | *^WW PIUI1 JU .J.. 1. —r— 

SECTION IV. 
Monthly Catalogue. 

[. A N account of a method of pFeierving water, 
± \ atfea, from putrefaction, and of reftoring 
to the water ks original pleafantnefs and purity, 
by a cheap and eafy procefs: to which is added 
a mode of impregnating water, in large quanti¬ 
ties, wkh fixed air, for medicinal ufes, on board 
fhips, and in hofpitals •, and likewife a procefs 
for the preparation of artificial yeaft. By 'Thomas. 
Heriry, F. R. S. and member of the Medical 
Society of London. 8vo. Jobnfon , London,. 
1781. 43 pages, with three copper plates. 

A method of preferving water free from putre¬ 
faction was fome years fince propofed by the 
late Dr. Aldon. It confided in adding a quan- 
tity of lime to every calk of water. That fub- 
.fUnce is known to have a drong antifeptic pro¬ 
perty* 



perty; and water, as long as it retains the im* 
pregnation of lime, never putrefies. But the 
lime communicates a difagreeable tafte to the 
water, and, abftra&ed from that inconvenience, 
might, in many inftances, be detrimental. 

To free the water, at the time of ufing it, ‘ 
from the lime, Dr. Alfton propofed the precipi- 
ration of the latter, by throwing into the water a 
quantity of magnefia alba; on this principle, 
that as lime (tone is rendered foluble in water by 
its deprivation of fixed air, and has a greater 
affinity with that air than magnefia has, the par¬ 
ticles of quick lime diffolved in the water would 
attradl the air from the magnefia, and thereby 
becoming no longer foluble, would fall to the 
bottom, and leave the water taftelefs and fit for 
ceconomical ufes. 

Dr. Alfton’s theory was well founded, but 
the expence attending his method, owing to the 
price of magnefia, prevented it from being 
adopted. The procefs recommended in the 
pamphlet before us is free from this obje&ion, 
and at the lame time is eafily pra&icable. 

Mr. Henry’s method of impregnating water 
with lime, confifts in adding two pounds of well- 
burnt quick lime to every calk of water of 120 

gallons. When the lime has been in the calk 
* •' 1 ' fome 
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Ibmt minutes, and the heat and effervefeence 
occafioned by the mixture are over, the cafk is 
to be carefully flopped from any communication 
with the external air* In order to reflore water 
thus impregnated to its original tafle the lime is 
to be precipitated by means of fixed air. For this 
pUrpofe our author recommends a cafk of a par¬ 
ticular conflrudlion, of which an engraving is 
given in the work. The top is directed to be 
formed of one plank, and to have a piece cut 
out of the center, of a circular form, and as 
large as can be allowed without weakening the 
(ides too much. This piece or bung is to be 
made to fit it as clofely as pofiible, and to have an 
iron handle affixed to it, for the purpofe of lift¬ 
ing it, and of confining a weight which is to 
be laid on, to keep the bung from yielding to a 
fmall force from within. A fmall hole is like- 

•' _ « i 

wife to be bored in the fide of the top, which is 
to be exactly flopped with a plug. 

A calk thus conflrufled, which may be fup- 
pofed to contain fixty gallons, is to be fecured 
on a con venient part of the deck, or flung up in 
the fhrouds, and filled with lime water, drawn 
off clear from the fediment, fo as to avoid any 
vifible particles of lime floating in it j allowing 
jfu/ficient room for the air vefiel, and a free fpace 
A Vol.IL N*II. S of 
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of about half an inch between the furface of the 
water and the top of the calk. 

M To complete the apparatus a vefieljs alfo to 
be prepared, capable of containing two gallons,. 
t>r ^!_ of the capacity of the Calk., Into this vef- 
fel are to be introduced half a pound of any 
mild calcareous earth (as marble, Unburnt lime* 
ftone, or chalk) grofsly powdered, and two 
quarts of water. Three ounces of ftrong vitrio¬ 
lic acid are tr.en to be poured gradually on this 
mixture, and a tubulated ftopper placed in the 
mouth of the vefiel, which is now to be let down 
by means of the firings into the cafk. The 
fixed air, let loofe from the mild calcareous 
earth, will bubble up through the lime water. 
When this has continued about a minute, the 
bung is to be fattened on, and a weight placed 
over the bung to keep it in its place. In about 
an hour the bung may be removed, in order to fee: 
whether the difeharge of air continues. If it has 
ceafed, or is confiderably abated, three ounces 
more of vitriolic acid are to be added, and th$ 
air vefiel returned to its former flation in thfr 
talk •, and, if the firft parcel of-calcarebus earth, 
and vitriolic acid be unequal to the fweetening of 
the lime water, they are to be removed, and 1 
frefh quantity fubflituted in their place. During 

this. 


J 
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JChis-procefs, which, we are told, is generally com¬ 
pleted in a few hours, the fmall plug is dire&od 
•to be occafionally removed, in order to let out 
the part of the air which is not folubje in water. 

After adding feveral cautions relative toithe 
choice and preservation of the quick lime, the 
keeping the calks clean; and other circumftances 
. necefiary to ;be attended to in thefe procelTes, 

our author proceeds .to deferibe a method of iru- 
, * ‘ . . “ c 1 u 

^pregnating water in large quantities with fixed 

air. For this purpofe a funnel fimilar to that 

ufed in Dr. Nooth’s apparatus is to be cemented 

f ' 4 

^nto die head of a calk. A bent tube is like- 

wile to be introduced through another part of 

<he head #nd properly cemented. One end of 

•this tube is to reach within a few inches of the 

bottom of the calk, while the other extremity, 

by the intervention of a bladder, communicates 
^ • • , • T « 
with the lower part of Dr. Nooth’s apparatus, 

containing the mixture of calcareous earth and 

vitriolic acid. 

Mr. Henry’s procefs for making artificial 
yeaft confifts in boiling flour and' water to' the 
confidence of treacle, and when the mixture is 
.cold impregnating it with fixed air •, after whiih 
it is to be placed in a degree of heat between 
70° and 8o° of Fahrenheit’s thermometer, and 

S z ftirred 
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ftirred twice or thrice in twenty-four hours, by 
which means, in about two days, fuch a degree 
of fermentation will have taken place, as to give 
the mixture the appearance of yeaft, A quart ©f 
this yeaft is directed to be mixed with fix pounds 
of flour, kneaded with a fuflicient quantity of 
water. The dough is afterwards to ft and pwelve 
hours, or till it appears to be fufficiently fer¬ 
mented, in a degree of warmth equal to that 
above-mentioned, and is then to be formed into 
loaves, and baked. 

The author next deferibes procefles for making 
artificial Pyrmont and Seltzer waters, which are 
fimilar tQ thofe mentioned by Sir T. Bergman 
(fee our firft volume, page 78). He likewife 
adds diredtiops how to prepare Mr. Bewley*s 
1 Julep, which is done by difiblving three drachms 
of foflil alkali in each quart of water, and throw¬ 
ing in ftreams of fixed air, till the alkaline tafte 
is deftroyed, and the water has acquired an 
agreeable pungency. 

Iq a poftfeript to the work Mr. Henry endea¬ 
vours to remove fome objections that have been 
made to the practicability of his plan. The prin¬ 
cipal of thefe was fuggefted to him by Dr. Lind, 
who doubted, that in a rough fea the agitation . 
qf the ftiip would obftruCt the procefs. Jn order 

to 
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to obviate this difficulty the author has defcribetl 
a mode of fufpending the purifying cafk in fuch a 
manner, that it may always retain its level, what- 
' ever be the motion of the ffiip. 

2. Edvardi Sandifort , medicinse, anatomes, et 
chirurgiae, in academia Batava, qua? Leidse eft, 
profefforis. Tabulae inteftini duodeni. 4m. Lug- 
duni Batavorum, 1780. 

Thefe anatomical plates, which are five in 
• number, are executed with great elegance and 
accuracy. The difiertation prefixed to them is 
divided into three chapters. In the firft chapter 
the author gives a general defcription of the 
fituation and courfe of the duodenum; in the 
lecofid he defcribes the preparations from which 
, the drawings for this work were made; and the 
third contains an explanation of the feveral 
figures. 

3. Difiertatio inauguralis de genefi materia- 
rum febres inflammatorias et lentas excitantium ; 
auftore Pbilippo Adolpho Fries , Nafiovia Siege- 
nenfi, anatom, chirurg. artis obftetriciae prof, 
publ. Monafterienfi, &c. 4to. Hardervici, 1780. 
p. 12. 

4. Difiertatio chemica de diverfa phlogifti 
quantitate in metallis, quam prefide Mag. Torb. 
JBergnaan, chem. prof. &c. publice ventilan- 

dam 
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dam fiftit And. Nicol. 2" unborg , Dalecarlo. 4to. 
Upfalia:, 1780- p. 16. 

This ingenious difiertation is to be>confidered 
as the work of profeffor Bergman. Prom the 
experiments related in it, it appears, that of all 
the metallic Jubilances platina abounds moft 
with phlogiftonj ;and that after platina the other 
metals rank, in this refpeCt, in the following 
..prdel;, <viz. rgpld, copper, cobalt, iron, manga- 
ude, zinc,,nickel, antimony, tin, arfenic, fflvt^r, 
mercury, bifmuth, and lead. . .. , s 

•5. .Pharmacopoeia Genevenfis, ad uium No^)- 
conaiorum. AuCt^ribus Zhw. delaJioche^ JLudop. 
-'Otter , et Garni. Dunant, M. D. D. et Soc.Mqd. 
Edinenf. Sociis. 8vo. Geneva, ,17 80. p, i$$. { 

This, is a judicious compilation from the byft 
' works* of this kind that have been publilh$d df 
late in different parts of Europe. 

’6. Nachricht von zwey neu entdekten mitteln 
fur fchwangere und gebaehrende; i. ,e. An ,^c- 
.-count of two remedies lately difeovered .fprpreg- 
; <nant and lying- in-women. [8vo. Berne, ,^1.780. 
X09 pages. 

This is the production of a dealer in noftrums. 

7. Voffehlaege an Mutter welche ibne kinder 
felbft zu" fallen gedenken* ; &c. i. e. Advice,to 
^thofe mothers who fuckle their children. JSy 

Madame 
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Madame le Rebonrs. Tran dated from the 
French, with additional remarks, by J. E. S. 
8vo. Bafil, 1780. 

A judicious performance. This tranflation was 
undertaken by Profeflbr Simon, at the requeft of 
the Philanthrepical Society at Strafburgh. The 
notes are by his friend Dr. Schweighasirfer. 

8. Diflertatio medica inauguralis de morbis 
.cutaneis. Auftore Joh. Aftbury. $vo. Edin. 
1781. p. 24. 

9. Tentamen medicum inaugurale de variola. 
Au&ore Joh. Ferriar. 8vo. £din. 1781. p. 31. 

10. Diflertatio phyfica inauguralis de puber¬ 
tate. Au&ore Tho. Miller. 8vo. Edin. 1781. 

P-35* • 

11. Diflertatio medica inauguralis de afthmate 

fpafmodico. Auttore Jacobo Fenwick. 8vo. 
Edin, 1781. p. 16. 

' 12- Tentamen phyfiologico-medicum inaugu¬ 
rale de perfpirationis ufu. Auttorc Gulielmo 
Graham. 8vo. Edin. 1781. p. 46. 

*3. Tentamen medicum inaugurale de ana- 
farca. Auftore Joh. Pleafance-. 8vo. Edin. 178*1. 

P- 5 2 

’ 14. Difputatio medica inauguralis de epileplja. 
Au&ore Joh; Waineman. £vo. Edin. 178*3. 
. p. 25, 


Ten* 
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15. Tentamcn medicum inaugurale de epi* 
lepfia. Audore Tipping Brown. 8vo. Edin< 
1781. p. 52. 

1 6. Difiertatio medica inaugufalis de fale 
communi. Audore Gulielm. Blackburne. 8VO4 
Edin. 1781. p. 36. 

17. Tentamen medicum inaugurale de acre* 
et imperio ejus in corpora humana. Audore 
Edm. Cullen. 8vo. Edin. 1781* p. 45. 

18. Difputatio medica inauguralis de dyfert-* 
teria. Audore Phil. Fletcher. 8vo. Edin. 1781* 

19. Difiertatio medica inauguralis de colica 
Damnoniorum. Audore Jac. Armiftead. 8 vo* 
Edin, 1781. 

20. De la Philofophie; par M. Beguin , licen-* 

tie en theologie, de la Societe Roy ale de Na¬ 
varre, ancien profefieur de philofophie en l'uni* 
Verfite de Paris. Tome troifieme, ou il eft traite 
du fon, de la lumiere, de l’odeur, de la faveur* 
et de l’eledricite des corps naturels. 1. e. Of Phi-* 
fophy; by M. Beguin , licentiate in divinity, of 
the R. S. of Navarre, formerly profefior of phi- 
lofophy in the univerfity of Paris. Vol. III. 
in which are treated of, found, light, fmell, tafte* 
and the eledricity of natural bodies. 8vo* Paris* 
1780, ,431 pages with copper-plates. . 
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It feems that St. Peterfburg, notwithftanding 
the greateft precautions are taken, is fcarcely 
ever free from the fmall pox, which proves ex¬ 
tremely deftruttive. The fatality of the difeafe 
in the cafe of a beautiful young lady belonging 
to the court alarmed the emprefs for her own 
and her fon’s fafety, and induced her to fend to 
England for a proper perfon who might inocu¬ 
late herfelf and the grand duke, and introduce 
that falutary pra< 5 bice among her fubjedts. 

In July 1768 our author was applied to for 
this purpofe by Mr. Poufchin, the Ruffian mini- 
fter, and fat out foon afterwards for St. Peterf- 
burg, accompanied by his fon. On the day after 
his arrival he waited on the minifter. Count Pa¬ 
nin, who with great good fenfe pointed out to 
him the importance of the office he was called 
to perform, and begged of him to weigh it pro¬ 
perly before he engaged in it. He recommend¬ 
ed it to him to be with her majefty and the grand 
duke as much as poffible, in order to make his 
obfervations, and to ftudy their conftitutions, 
and concluded with this falutary admonition : 
“ Let us not be too precipitate •, but when every 
“ circumftance has been duly attended to, re- 
“ port your opinion freely, and depend on this, 
“ that if you fhould deem the operation hazard- 
“ ous and advife againft it, wc (hall think our- 

“ felves 
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“ felves equally obliged to you, nor will the ac- 
“ knowledgments, on account of this expedi- 
« tion, be inferior to what it will be upon the 

“ utmoft fuccels.”-Soon after this our author 

and his fon were introduced to the emprefs and 
grand duke, with each of whom they had the 
honour to dine. 

Although our author was prepared to expedt 
much from the excellent underftanding and po- 
litenefs of her majefty, yet her extreme penetra¬ 
tion, and the propriety of the queftions (he afked 
concerning the practice and fuccefs of inocula¬ 
tion greatly furprized him. In a converfation 
with this princefs relative to her intended inocu- 
Jation, he requefted the affiftance of the court 
phyficians *, but to this (he objedted: “ It is im- 
“ pofiible,” faid (he, “ that my phyficians can 
“ have much (kill in this operation—their inter- 
“ pofition may only tend to embarrafs you—my 
“ life is my own, and I (hall with the utmoft 
“ confidence rely on your care alone.—With re- 
“ gard to my conftitution, you could receive no 
“ information from them.—I have had fo good 
“ a (hare of health that their advice has never 
“ been required.” Upon' his propofing that 
fome experiments might firft be made by inocu¬ 
lating (ome of her own fex, and age, and as near 
as could be fimilar habit; the emprefs replied, 

T 2 that 
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that if the pra< 5 lice had been novel, or the 
lead doubt of the general fuccefs had remain- 
“ ed, that precaution might be neceflary•, but 
as file was well fatisfied in both particulars, 
“ there would be no occafion for delay ph any 
‘‘ account.” 

1 

Two young cadets, who were fuppofed not tQ 
have had the frnall pox, were firft inoculated by 

• the author’s fen. As every body was anxious 
for the fuccefs of this firft attempt, a journal of 
every material appearance was tranfmitted to the 
author twice a day, and tranfiated for the em- 
prefs’s perufal. Thefe reports were fo unfavour¬ 
able that on the fixth day he had determined to, 
go himfelf to afiift in taking care of thefe pa¬ 
tients, but he was firfb commanded to attend op 
the emprefs. The author mentions her conver- 
fation at this interview : “ She received me,” 
fays he, “ in fo engaging a manner, and ani- 
44 mated me fo much by the encouragement fhe 
“ gave me, th.it I cannot forbear to relate what 
44 palled on this occafion. She laid,'* I do not 

* like to fee you fo unhappy, tell me what is 
4 the matter.’ 1 anfwered, ‘ that the unfavour- 
f able accounts received of the patients at Wolf 
4 Houfe, diftrefted me greatly. I am lorry for it 
*. too,’ Ihe replied; * but tell me truly, are you 

‘ ce^- 
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f certain that the cadet’s fever is not occafionecj 
? by inoculation ? Moft affuredly not. Then/ 
faid (he, ‘ difmifs your fears—whatever may be 

* the event, it fhall not alter my refolution— 
? you (hall perform the operation on me, and 
f my example will tend to re-eftablifh the 

* practice.’--The evening’s report was more 

favourable : two or three puftules appeared on 
one of the patients, and the other arm remained 
well, with fuch an appearance as indicated his 
paving had the fmall pox before. 

While his fon was employed with the two 
cadets, our author was making himfelf acquaint¬ 
ed with the conftitutions of his iiluftrious pa¬ 
tients, and for that purpofe paid his duty to the 
emprefs once or twice every day, generally 
dining and palling great part of the day with 
the grand duke. At length the time for the ino¬ 
culation of botn was finally determined on. That 
pf the grand auke was publicly talked of, but 
as nothing was faid reipedling the emprefs’s ino¬ 
culation, every one believed that fhe had laid 
afide all thoughts of it. 

Matters were in this fituation when our author 
went to afiilt in the ino< illation of four more 
paders. The natural fmall pox in a fuitable ftate 1 
for the purpofe was dilcovered in the fuburbs of 

the 
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the city. An opinion prevails in Ruflia, that altho* 
the operation may be falutary to the inoculated, 
yet it produces certain death to the perfon from 
whom the matter is taken. For this reafon the 
family received him with horror in their coun¬ 
tenances. He found the patient with a favour¬ 
able kind of fmall pox, gafping for breath, from 
the very great heat of the room, it being the 
commonly received idea, that it is impoflible to 
keep fuch patients too hot. After fome argu¬ 
ments and the interference of her hufband, the 
mother of the child confented that the matter 
fhould be taken. 

The progrefs of the infection in thefe new pa¬ 
tients was by no means favourable. 7 'he appear-, 
ance on the arms was different from what our 
author had ever experienced; for on the punc¬ 
tured part almoft immediately arofe a pimple, 
which foon became one large puftule, filled with 
matter, very much refembling the fmall pox, 
completely maturated. This continued to the 
yth or 8th day, when the eruptive fymptoms 
might in the common courfe have been expected. 
This fecond experiment, therefore, turned out 
wholly ineffectual, as the wounds dried up, and 
the patients continued in perfect health. “ Hap- 
‘‘ pity,” remarks the author, “ I had the good 

“ for- 
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“ fortune to be employed in the fervice of a prin- 
<c cefs, whole fuperior undemanding and forti- 

“ tilde had prepared her for every event.”_ 

In a memorial prefented to the emprefs-he freely 
acknowledged, that the whole procefs had been 
conducted according to his own diredions, and 
that he could account for its failure in no other • 
manner than by fuppofing, that all of them had 
really palled through the natural fmall pox in 
lome early period of their lives; and, in order 
to be fatisfied in this point, he propofed that 
they Ihould be inoculated a fecond time, in the 
old manner, by a long incifion, as pradifed by 
Dr. Schulenius, a phyfician at St. Peterf- 
burgh, who had affifted in thefe experiments. 
This propofal being approved by the emprels, 
was carried into execution, and the refult was, 
that not the leaft lymptom of infedion was pro¬ 
duced : but her imperial majefty being already 
fixed in her refolution did not wait the iflue of 
this fecond trial, but was inoculated privately in 
each arm on the 12th of October. This im¬ 
portant procefs and the inoculation of the grand 

duke are the fubjeds of two diftind trads_ 

On the 14th of Odober certain figns of infedioh 
appeared in the places of incifion. On the 18th 
Ihe was attacked with fymptoms of the erruptive ' 

fever, 
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fever, which continued till the 21ft, when fome 
puftules appeared on her face and arms. On the 
23d fhe complained of a forenel's in her throat* 
which was occafioned by a large puftule on the 
upper part of the right tonfil. On the. 2 8th of 
the fame month fhe returned from Czars-coe Seld 
to St. Peterfburgh in perfect health; 

The inoculation of the grand duke, which had 
been poftponed for a fhort time* oh account of 
his being feized with the chicken pox, Was now 
refumed. In a memorial, reprinted in this col¬ 
lection, the author gives his femarks On the con- 
ftitution of his imperial highnefs (who appears 
to have been of a delicate habit, with glandular 
fwellings in his throat and one of his cheeks) 
and the method of conducting the inoculation* 
which was performed on the 30th of October; 
The fymptoms of eruptive fever came on No¬ 
vember 6, and on the 9th puftules were difco- 
vered on the fkin and back. His highnfefs was 
incommoded with a fore throat from a large 
puftule above the velum ■pendulum palati * but the 
whole number of puftules did not exceed forty* 
and on the 22d of November he was perfectly re¬ 
covered. 

Immediately after the recovery of the grand 
duke our author was informed of the honourable 

and 
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and generous manner in which her imperial ma- 
jefty propofed to reward his fervices. He was 
Created a baron of the Ruffian empire, with an 
annuity for life of five hundred pounds, to be 
paid him in England, befides ten thoufand 
pounds fterling, which he immediately received, 
together with the miniature pictures of the em- 
prefs and grand duke. To this mud be added 
a thoufand pounds paid to him by M. Poufchin 
previous to his departure from London, towards 
defraying the expences of his journey. His fon 
was likewife honoured with the fame title of 
baron, and prefented with a gold fnuff-box rich¬ 
ly fet with diamonds. 

The example of thefe illudrious perfonages 
had fuch immediate influence that mod of the 
nobility were impatient to have their families in¬ 
oculated. For this purpofe our author and his 
fon were engaged to vifit Mofcow. In order to 
be certain of a fupply of matter they took with 
them a child, whom they inoculated previous to 
their departure from St. Peterfburgh. As they 
experienced fome delay in their journey, the 
eruption of the fmall pox appeared while they 
were on the road. After being engaged in ino¬ 
culation for two months, Baron Dimfdale pro¬ 
pofed returning to St. Peterfburgh, but was de- 
Vol. II. No III. U tained 
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tained fome time by a dangerous illnefs, which 
reduced him greatly. 

Juft as he was fetting out from Ruftia, on his 
return to England, he was called to the emprefs, 
who was attacked with a pleuretic fever, and 
wifiied to have his afiiftance. He therefore again 
took up his refidence in the palace. The ftate 
of her pulfe indicated bleeding, and eight ounces 
of blood were directed to be taken away, but 
Monfieur Rouffelin, her furgeon, refufed to 
bleed her, reprefenting that as Ihe was then in 
a fweat, the taking away blood would interrupt 
the perfpiration, and be attended with danger. 
This is not the only inftancc of oppofition which, 
our author appears to have experienced from 
the medical gentlemen at the court of St. Peterf- 
burgh. His advice, however, was followed, the 
emprefs experienced immediate relief, and in 
about three weeks was perfectly recovered. After 
taking his leave, and receiving frefti proofs of 
the munificence of her imperial majefty, Baron 
Dimfdale was attended to Riga by an officer 
commiffioned to fee that every necefiary accom¬ 
modation ffiould be provided for him in the fame 
manner as at his firft arrival in the country. 

After this narrative follows a fhort account of 
the regulations in the medical college of St. 
Peterlburgh in 1768, from which it appears that 

every 
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every phyfician and furgeon muft undergo an 
examination by the college before he can have 
liberty to praftife in the empire. Until fuch 
liberty is announced in the public papers, he can 
have no medicines from the imperial lhop, nor 
dare any apothecary receive his prefeription or 
fupply him with medicines. Formerly there was 
no other than the imperial lhop, the whole ex¬ 
penditure and receipt of which is veiled in the 
crown j but by degrees it has been found conve¬ 
nient to permit the eftablilhment of free labora¬ 
tories and apothecaries (hops at St. Peterfburgh 
and Molcow, and they begin alfo to be eftab- 
lifhed in other principal cities of the empire; 
but all thofe perfons who have the privilege to 
keep them, produce fatisfa&ory proofs of their 
ability and integrity, and comply with certain 
requifitions before they are licenfed. In all thefe 
lhops the prices of medicines are regulated by 
the college. 

The next trafl is intituled, <e A Defcription 
“ of the method propofed for extending the falu- 
“ tary pra&ice of Inoculation through the Ruf- 

“ fian empire.”-The author recommends a 

general inoculation in every town or village once 
in five or fix years •, the providing a feparate 
place of abode for fuch as are deemed improper 

U a objects. 
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objects, and a proper houfe and other convex 
niences for thole who may chance to have the 
difeafe feverely. He cautions his readers againft 
illiterate and ignorant inoculators, and mentions 
feveral inftances of mal-pra&ice. Amongft others 
he fpeaks of a man, who, upon the credit of 
having been his coachman, commenced inocula- 
tor, and did forne mifchief; and of another per- 
fon, a farmer near Hertford, who inoculated a 
great number of perfons, and gave out, that the 
inoculated fmall pox was not catching ; but the 
whole neighbourhood became infedted and many 
died. ' ' 

This paper is followed by a fhort eftimate of 
the number of thofe who die of the natural fmall 
pox, founded chiefly on the London bills of 
mortality •, from which he concludes, that in 
general the fmall pox carries off the 8th part of 
thofe who die in London under two years old. 
He is credibly informed, that in Ruflia one half 
die of all that are attacked with this difeafe, the 


ravages of which in that empire he computes at 
two millions annually. His mind was deeply 
imprefied with its fatality on his going to a vil¬ 
lage near St. Peterlburgh, to inquire for matter 
for inoculation, and finding that of thirty-leven 


perfons attacked with it two only had furvived. 


The 
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The fecond chapter contains additional obfer- 
vations to a Treatife on Inoculation, formerly 
publifhed by the author. He now obje&s lefs 
to inoculation in early infancy, but confiders 
children with heads remarkably large as excep¬ 
tionable fubje< 5 ts. In two inftances of this fort 
he has feen the eruptive fever attended with a 
ftupor, which in one of the patients proved fatal. 
He now thinks preparation, and reftrittion in 
diet, previous to the inoculation, may be dif- 
penfed with. To perfons of very delicate habits, 
he has even allowed light animal food, with a 
glafs or two of wine at dinner, during the whole 
time previous to the eruptive fever. 

At the end of his chapte. on preparation, in 
his former treatife, he has mentioned an inftance 
of a child born nine weeks’ after inoculation, at 
the full time, with diftindt marks of the difeafe, 
though the mother had very few eruptions. He 
has fince feen inftances in which two pregnant 
women were inoculated, and each had a plenti¬ 
ful eruption of fmall pox : three or four years 
afterwards he inoculated the children, and both 
had a tolerable number of puftules. Altho* of 
many pregnant women whom he has inoculated 
pot one mifcarried during the difeafe, yet he has 
Jcnown mifcarriages to happen in a Ihort time 

after 
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• after their recovery; he therefore thinks it un- 
advifable to inoculate women in that ftate, unlefa 
the necefllty of the cafe requires it. 

Cool air and evacuations* though nece/Tary 
when the eruptive fever runs high, may, in the 
opinion' of our author, be difpenfed with when 
the complaints are moderate, and the patient 
delicate. When the eruption is completed, he 
thinks a very cold regimen may be hurtful. If 
the puftules are numerous, he advifes confine¬ 
ment to a chamber for eafe. He has feen a hid¬ 
den tranfition from a warm, clofe room to a 
cool, airy one prove very dangerous to the pa¬ 
tient. Extremes therefore are to be caucioufly 
avoided:- 

If the eruption is large; if the fever remains 
in any confiderable degree after the eruption, 
. and the fkin feds ftretched and painful, but 
more efpecially if the throat be fore, he recom¬ 
mends a blifter of the fize of an Englifh crown- 
piece to be applied upon the very place of the 
arm where the incifion was made, and fuffered 
to remain on about twelve hours. This appli¬ 
cation, we are told, will almoft infallibly pro¬ 
duce both fpeedy and confiderable relief j nor 
does it hinder the. fore from healing, as fome 
might expeft, for when both arms have been 

inocu- 
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inoculated, the bliftered incifion has moft com¬ 
monly healed fooner than the other. When 
the inoculated part inflames confiderably, fo as 
to occafion great reftleflnefs and fever, as hap¬ 
pens particularly in young children, a common 
Cataplafm of bread and milk is faid to give re¬ 
lief. 

In addition to what he had formerly faid of 
anomalous fymptoms, the author obferves, that 
fometimes a patient, who has pafied through 
the eruptive fever, with moderate fymptoms, 

' has been unexpectedly attacked with reftleflnefs 
and an alarming degree of fever, and very fre¬ 
quently, in children, with uncommon firs of 
crying. For a time he was unable to explain 
thcfe fymptoms, but he is now convinced they 
originate from puftules fituated in the internal 
parts of the mouth, or of the nofe or oefopha- 
gus. The great duke’s cafe was of this kind, 
He has always treated this complaint fuccelT- 
fully, by producing a flight perfpiration, by 
which means the whole dilturbance has com¬ 
monly been over in twenty-four hours. 

In the third chapter the author treats of 
epidemic fmall pox. He confiders the variolous 
.matter as a potion, fui generis , the operation 
of which molt of the human fpecies are liable 
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t6 experience once in their lives, but very rareljr 
twice. He does not believe that the ftate of the air 
ever generates the fmall pox, unlefs aided by 
contagion; neither will he allow that the fmall 
pox returns epidemically at certain periods, but 
lie believes that certain feafons and conftitutions 
of the air are more favourable than others to 
propagate the diftemper. As proofs that it is 
liot generated by any peculiar ftate of the aif, 
"he -obferves, that it was unknown in America 
till conveyed thither by Europeans about 200 
years ago; that in fome of the northern parts 
of Europe it has not made its appearance above 
70 or 80 years; that no traces of it were to be 
found in Siberia until the Ruffians carried it * 
thither j that fome parts of Tartary are (till free 
from it; and that the Itland of St. Helena re¬ 
mains alfo to this day uninfeCted, and its inha- - 
bitants, who juftly dread the introduction of the 
difeafe, ufe every precaution to prevent it. 

In his fourth chapter, the author gives fome 
obfervations in favour of the opinion, that the 
fmall pox attacks the fame perfon but once. 

He remarks, that the difeafes which have been 
moft frequently taken for fmall pox are fwine 
and chicken pox. Thefe two are generally fup- 
pofed to be the fame, but from a cafe related 

of 
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of a child who underwent them both, they ap¬ 
pear to be diltindt diforders. The Baron relates 
feveral inftances where the matter of the fwine 
or chicken pox has by miftake been ufed in 
inoculation inftead of the fmall pox. He de¬ 
clares, that in a practice of more than forty-fix 
years, he has not met with a fingle inftance of 
any perfons having the fmall pox twice. 

He takes occafion to notice a remarkable fadt 
related by Mr. Mudge, in a late publication, 
and which is briefly as follows: of forty per¬ 
fons inoculated at Plymouth, thirty were inocu¬ 
lated with crude matter taken from the arm of a 
woman five days after'lhe herfelf had been inocu¬ 
lated with concodled matter j the other ten were 
inoculated with concodled matter of the natural 
fmall pox. The arms of all the forty feemed to 
have taken the infcdion, yet only the latter ten 
had the eruptive fever and fmall pox in the ufual 
way. The other thirty having been afterwards 
inoculated again with concodled matter had the 
difeafe in the ufual manner. Our author fup- 
pofes, that in this cafe the failures arofe from 
too precipitately forming an opinion, that an 
inflammation, and a fore with pundlured, matter 
on the pundlured part, would certainly convey 
the difeafe, without confidering fo accurately as 
Vol. II. N’ III. * was 
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was neceflary, whether fuch inflammation &nd fore 
were truly of a variolous nature, which, in the 
inftance juft now mentioned, he thinks was not 
the cafe, and confequently that the inoculation 
of the thirty patients having been performed 
from a dilcharge not impregnated with the vari-; 
pious poifon, the imall pox could not be prq- 
duced. 

The Baron obferves, that once in his life he has 
fucceeded in procuring fufficient infe&ion for ino¬ 
culation fo early as the 4th day, but that in general 
it is very rarely to be procured even on the fifth, 
although on the 8th, 9th, and 10th it is com¬ 
mon. Not a Angle inftance has occurred to, 
him where he could have inoculated four per¬ 
sons from the arm of any one patient on the 
fifth day, fo that, of courfe, if he had feen, as 
in Mr. Mudge’s patient, inflammation and dis¬ 
charge enough to inoculate thirty at fo early a; 
period, he ihould have attributed it to fome 
conftitutional appearance, and have thought it 
unfit for conveying the fmall pox. He is (till 
perfuaded, that provided due care has been 
taken to procure infection from true fmafl pox, 
and the progreis in confequence of it, in the 
inoculated perfon, has been agreeable to what 
is ufually obierved in inoculated patients, the 

crude 
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crude matter will, be equally efficacious with 
that which has been more conco&ed. He ob- 
ferves, that if the inoculation be performed 
with fluid matter, no conftitution of the air or 

body can refill its operation; but that if the 

% 

matter is diluted with a fmall proportion of 
Water, it is ufually flower in producing the 
difeafe. 

Irt the following chapter the author endea¬ 
vours to prove that fome perfons pal's through life 
without appearing to be capable of receiving the 
fmall pox. That every perfon is liable to receive 
this infection once, has been a generally received 
opinion j but as fome perfons have pafied thro* 
a long life, without taking the difeafe, although 
frequently in the way of infection; and as others 
have been repeatedly inoculated, and afterwards 
intentionally expofed to the worft kind of na¬ 
tural fmall pox, without any appearance of dif¬ 
eafe being produced, the conclufion will be 
warranted, that fome are fo conftitutionally 
framed, as not to be fubjedt to this diftemper 
in any degree. 

Inftances of adults, upon whom repeated 
inoculations have produced no effeft, would 
not readily be admitted as proofs of this pofi- 
tionj for to fuch it might be objected, that 

X * they 
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they had pa(fed through the difeafe in a (light 
manner in fome early period of their lives. Ba¬ 
ron Dimfdale therefore offers no other evidence 
than that of infants. He relates three indances 
of children, in the earlied date of infancy, who 
(hewed not the lead figns of receiving the vari¬ 
olous infedlion, though repeatedly inoculated 
and expofed to the natural fmall pox. 

In the fixth chapter our author communicates 
ah important and intereding difcovery, which isj 
that although a perfon, who has never had the 
fmall pox, has continued to refide in an infedted 
apartment fo long, that there mud be the highed 
probability of the infection being taken, yet 
even under thefe alarming circumdances, if ino¬ 
culation is performed, he (hall have the didem- 
per from the inoculation only, with every ad¬ 
vantage arifing from it-, and the natural infedtion 
(hall be, as it were, fupcrfeded. Several cafes 
are related in proof of this pofition. Baron 
Dimldale fuppofes the caufe of this fingular cir- 
cumdance is, that the natural and inoculated 
difeafes take place after different periods of irt- 
fedtion. It is well known, that inoculated pa¬ 
tients ufually begin to complain on the 8th, 
9th, or 10th day; the exadt time of receiving 
the natural infedtion is unknown, yet from ac- 
. counts 
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counts well authenticated, and from his own 
experience, our author is inclined to think, that 
from 13 to 20 days, or more, ufually intervene 
before the commencement of the eruptive fever. 

Inoculation fometimes failed when pradtifed 
in the old manner; this might be owing to the 
dry ftate of the matter inferted, and the dreff- 
ings applied over, it; whereas in the prefent 
method, the matter is generally frtfh, or if a 
few days old, and dry, it is moiftened by fteam^ 
or with a little warm water juft fufficient for 
the purpofe of dilution; and therefore Baron 
Dimfdale maintains, that the fuccefs of this new 
method is infallible, provided the patient is ca* 
pable of receiving infedtion, fo that if no infec¬ 
tion appears on the firft trial, no future inocula¬ 
tion will fucceed. 

Dr. Archer, phyfician to the Small Pox Hof- 
pital, has oblerved, that perfons fuppofed to have 
the fmall pox are frequently fent there, in whom 
the eruption proves to be of fome other kind* 
In fuch cafes companion to patients brought into 
a houfe loaded with infedtion induces him to fuf- 
fer them to remain there until the real dileafe 
appears ; and he finds that patients thus circum- 
ftanced, almoft conftantly have the fmall pox in 
a favourable manner. Our author afcribes this 
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to their receiving the infection by cutaneous ab* 
forption, as every part of the furniture is certain¬ 
ly in a high ftate of infedtion, and the infection 
by contact, as well as by inoculation, being 
quicker in its operation, fuperfedes the progrefs 
of infection taken in any other manner. 

The feventh and laft chapter contains conjec¬ 
tures on the probable caufes of the different kinds 
and degrees of natural fmall pox, and on the 
different fuccefs of the methods adopted in the 
practice of Inoculation. 

The author fets out with obferving, that but 
little dependence can be placed on good health 
and regularity of diet as a fecurity againft a dan* 
gerous kind of fmall pox, the moft luxurious 
and irregular livers being frequently obferved to 
have it in the mildeft manner, while children in 
early infancy, and delicate and abftemious fe¬ 
males, who might be fuppofed to be in a perpe¬ 
tual ftate of preparation, often fall vidtims to its 
malignity. He therefore fuppofes, that fome are 
fo conftitutionally formed as to receive the fmall 
pox in a milder or more violent degree. 

When the poifon of the fmall pox is ab* 
forbed, as in inoculation, he fuppofes, that the 
quantity of poifon generated is fmall-, that the 
organs firft affedted arc not of the vital kind, 

and 
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and that in thefe, probably, part of the virulence 
is exhaufted; whereas in bad cafes of natural 
fmall pox a greater quantity of the infe&ion has 
been received internally, and produces an uni- 
verfal and dangerous difeafe.—From a difie&ion 
at which he was prefent fome years ago, at St. 
Thomas’s Hofpital, he is of opinion, that in bad 
confluent kinds the internal parts are covered 
with puftules. 

Towards the clqfe of the work the author 
points out the inconveniences of the old method 
contrafted with the advantages of the new onej 
of which,” fays he, with great candour, “ I 
“ lhall now, as indeed I have done at all times 
“ and on every occaflon, give the whole merit 
“ to the family of the Suttons.” The eflential 
difference, he oblerves, confifted in returning to 
the original method of a flight pun&ure and the 
ufe of recent fluid matter, without applying a 
drefling of any kind to the part, and enjoining 
the ufe of cold air ^nd cold drink. In the old 
pra&ice a greater quantity of matter was ufed, 
and as* a large ulcerated furface was produced, 
the abforption woqkkof courie be greater. The 
prelent method is free from this inconvenience. 

It may'be fuggefted perhaps by fome readers, 
{hat the author has not given due credit to the 

iQ- 
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influence of the open air and cold water. He 
acknowledges their utility in feme cafes, but he 
is far from being convinced of their efficacy in 
every cafe. His practice in Ruffia undeceived 
him on this head, for during the feverity of a 
Ruffian winter it would have been an unpardon¬ 
able raffinefs to have ordered patients into the 
open air, or indeed to have enjoined them to 
refide in unwarmed apartments; lo that he di¬ 
rected the regulation of the rooms to a temperate 
heat by the thermometer, and this method fuc- 
ceeded to his fatisfaCtion. 

We have thus given a fummary view of a 
performance which we have perufed with Angu¬ 
lar fatisfaClion. Exclufive of many pleafing anec¬ 
dotes, related in a manner that does honour to 
the candour and good fenfe of the noble author, 
it abounds with new and important obfervations,, 
which cannot but render it a valuable acquifltion 
to the medical reader. 

.■ i * 

i • . 

II. Mifcellaneous furgical Effays. By\. L. Schmuc- 
ker. (Continued from page 1 16). 

XXV. account of an inveterate lues venerea , 
by Mr. Muller.—The principal com¬ 
plaint in this cafe was a caries of the cranium. 

The 
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The difeafed portion of bone was removed by 
four applications of the trepan. In about a fort¬ 
night after the operation the patient began to 
take the bark, to which mercury was afterwards 
added, and by thefe means he recovered. 

XXVI. Cafe of a violent concuj/ion of the brain , 
^ Mr. Klemann.—In this patient the fymptoms 
that commonly attend cafes of this fort were ac¬ 
companied with a violent delirium, which had 
continued twenty-feven days, when our author 
refolyed to cover the whole head with a blifter. 
The good effects of this application were foon 
perceptible, and the patient got well. 

XXVII. Cafe of a concuffion of the brain , by 
Mr. Creuzwiefer.—In this cafe after repeated 
bleedings, glyfters, blifters, and cold applica¬ 
tions to the head had proved ineffectual, recourfe 
was had to emetic tartar. Fifteen grains of it 
proved of no. ufe, but when twenty-five grains o£ 
it were adminiftered, a violent mucous vomiting 
was excited, which immediately relieved the pa¬ 
tient, who afterwards recovered. 

XX VIII. Of the cure of a large fuelling of the 
thyroid glands by Mr. Sellie.—In this cafe the 
tumour was gradually confumed by fuppuration. 

i^XIX. A cafe of hernia , by Mr. Weidele.— 
The fcrotum, inteftine, tefticle, and fpermatiq 

Vol. II. N° III. Y chord, 
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chord, in this cafe, were mortified.' All thefe 
parts were feparated by the knife, and the author 
had the fatisfaClion to fee his patient recover; but 
the foeces continued to pafs through the wound. 

XXX. An account of a Singular fpafmedic affec¬ 
tion of the flomach , by Mr. Hemann.—The com : 
plaint here fpoken of, after refilling a varie¬ 
ty of remedies, was at length relieved by the 
patient’s drinking a glals of cold water every 
morning. 

XXXI. A cafe of ifeburia , by Mr. Hagen.— 
The patient whofe cafe is here deferibed was in 
the fourth month of her pregnancy, and the 
ifehuria was occafioned by a tailing down of the 
upper part of rhe vagina. The prolapfus how¬ 
ever gradually difappeared as the uterus increafed 
in bulk, and the patient fuffered no other incon¬ 
venience than that of being obliged to fubmit 
occafionally to the introduction of a catheter. 

XXXII. A cafe of hernia attended with a Singu¬ 
lar circumjta'nce , by Mr. Lange.—The patient 
who is the fubjeCt of this paper voided his fceccs 
through a wound which remained after a ftran- 
gulatcd hernia that had mortified, and nearly 
proved fatal. By carrying a heavyburthen a con- 
liderable portion of intefiine was forced'through 
this opening, and could not poftibly be reduced 

with- 
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Without dilating this artificial anus. This was 
accordingly done, and the gut was then cafily 
reftored to its natural fituation, a confiderable 
quantity of blood being difcharged from its in¬ 
ner coat during the operation. 

XXXIII. Of a venereal ulcer , by the lLm£.— 
We have here an account of a painful ulcer of 
the cheek, that had deftroyed almoft the whole 
bf the parotid gland before it was fufpedted to 
be owing to a venereal taint. The excretory 
duft of the gland being eroded, the faliva was to 
be feen trickling from different parts of the 
wound. In this Hate Mr. Lange adminiftered a 
folution of fublimate internally, and applied red 
precipitate to the ulcer. Thefe remedies pro¬ 
duced the defired effect. The faliva continued 
for fome time to be difcharged through a fiftu- 
lous opening,. but this was at length healed by 
touching it with lapis infernalis , and applying 
comprefies to it according to the method recom¬ 
mended by M. Louis. 

XXXIV. An account of a venerealpalfy of the 
arm , by the fame.—The cure of this patient was 
effected by giving the fublimate, camphor, and 
a decoflion of faffafras internally, and applying 
at the fame time linimentum fapcnaceum to the 
difeafed arm, 

Y 2 
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. XXXV. An account of the extirpation of a po¬ 
lypus from the return , by the fame.—This was 
done by means of a ligature. The polypus, 
which was about the fize of a walnut, feparated 
in fix days without pain. 

XXXVI. Of the fatal effetts of an immoderate 
ufe of brandy , by Mr. Volker.—The effects pro¬ 
duced in this, cafe were indigeftion, lofs of appe¬ 
tite, vomiting after eating, obftinate coftivenefs, 
pain under the fhort ribs, anxiety, and at laft 
death. Upon difieCtion the liver was found hard 
and confiderably enlarged, the ftomach nearly of 
a cartilaginous confidence and greatly contracted, 
and the mefenteric glands indurated. 

XXXVII. Cafe of an anetirifm of the pulmonary . 
artery , by Mr. Eifenfchmidt.—At firft this difeafc 
was attended only with dyfpnoea, but after a time 
the third and fourth true ribs were elevated, and 
at length the patient was fuddenly fuffocated. 
Upon difle&ion the aneurifmal fac was found to 
contain three pounds of blood and the two ribs 
were carious. ' 

XXXVIII. Cafe of agun-fhot wound of the throaty 
by Mr. Rudiger.—In this cafe the ball palled ob¬ 
liquely in under the left fide of the cricoid car¬ 
tilage, lacerated the membranous part ot the 
afpera arteria, and came out between the maftoid 

pro- 



procefs and the upper jaw. The patient was 
unable to fwallow for fome days after the acci¬ 
dent, fo that probably the cfcfophagus alfo was 
wounded. At firft, though he coughed up a 
confiderable quantity of blood* and afterwards 
blood mixed with pus, but at length the wound 
healed and the patient recovered. 

XXXIX. Cafe of a luxation of the os fcmoris , 
by Mr. Sonderlhof.^In this cafe the bone Was; 
diflocated upwards, and reduced on the nineteenth 
day after the accident. 

XL. Cafe of a luxation of the os humeri , by 
Mr. Schmucker.—In this patient the bone had 
been diflocated upwards of three months, when 
the reduction was attempted by our author. The 
extenfion was made flowly and by intervals, in 
order to give the contracted mufcles time to 
elongate, and in about three quarters of an hour 
this method had the defired fuccefs. 

XL I. An account of a cafe in which the intefline 
was perforated by a worm , by Mr. Luducke.— 
The death of this patient was preceded by jaun¬ 
dice, hectic fever, and a painful fwelling in the 
right hypochondrium. Upon difleCtion the tho¬ 
racic and abdominal vilcera were found greatly 
difeafed, and the colon perforated by a worm. 

XLIl n 
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XLII. An account of an hydrocele of the turned 

i* • 

vaginalis fuccefsfully treated , by Mr. Schwindt.— 
The cure in this cafe is faid to have been ef¬ 
fected by repeatedly expoPing the ferotum to the 
Vapour of vinegar; and afterwards applying td 
it comprefies moiftened with the fame liquor: 
The ferotum was fufpended by a bag trufs; and 
in a few days the fwelling entirely difappeared: 
The complaint returned four times* but wafc 
always removed by the fame method, and the 
patient, we are told, has fince remained perfectly 
free from it: 

XL 11 I. An account of an inveterate fifula y by 
Mr. Seeliger.—This filtula is the conlequence 
of a gun-fhot wound of twenty years (landing. 
The ball pafied in an oblique direction between 
the mufcles of the abdomen and peritonaeum 
from the left groin to the os ilii. The patient 
enjoyed a tolerable (late of health, while the 
difeharge from the wound continued, but at 
times this difeharge is fu (pended; and then he 
is conftantly troubled with a variety of dif- 
trefling fymptoms till it is reftoted again, which 
generally happens in a few days, the paroxyfiti 
terminating in a critical difeharge by fweat arid 
urine. . Tkefe fymptoms are attributed by Mr. 
Seeliger to art abforption of the pus. He ob- 
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ferves likewife that the patient has a conftant 
exfudation of an acrid humour through the fkin 
of the anus, which leems to have a falutarv 
efieft. 

XL 1 V. An account of the efficacy of the femina 
fabadilla as a cure for the tania , by the fame.— 
In a cafe of this lort our author fucceeded in the 
cure by means of this medicine after every 
pther remedy had proved ineffectual. He gave 
half a drachm of the feeds in powder, mixed 
with honey, every morning, and every fifth day 
adminiftered a draftic purge. In fourteen clays 
the worm was completely expelled. Mr. See* 
Jiger adds, that he has likewife found the pow¬ 
der of thefe feeds very efficacious in deftroying 
bugs in houfhold furniture. 

XLV. Cafe of a gun-fhot •wound in the head > 
by Mr. Rudiger.—In this patient part of the 
outer table of the os frontis was carried away, 
and the inner table deprefled by the ball. At 
firft no particular fymptoms were excited, and 
pur author contented himfclf with the ufe of 
cold applications to the wound; but at the end 
of a fortnight the patient began to complain of 
pain in his head and other fymptoms, which in¬ 
dicated the ufe of the trepan. The inftrument 
was applied in three places. The dura mater 
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appeared much inflamed, and under it a flu&uav 
tion was perceptible. On pun&uring this menu 
brane, pus and coagulated • blood were dif- 
charged, and the patient found himfelf fomewhat 
relieved, but two days after died lethargic. On 
difledtion the vefifels of the dura mater were 
found prasternaturally diftended with blood, and 
under this membrane was a great quantity of 
pus, a confiderable portion of the brain having 
fuppurated. 

XLVI. Cafe of a gun-Jhot wound, by Mr. Otto. 
-*-In this cafe a flight fiflure was difcovered in 
the left parietal bone, and a fmall part of the 
bone was deprefied. On the fifth day after the 
accident the patient complained of an acute pain 
in the head, and the trepan was applied in two 
places. The deprefied fracture apd feveral other 
pieces of the bone being by this' means re¬ 
moved, the patjcnt found himfelf better; but 
on the feventh day the head-ach returned again. 
On the 23d the pulfe quickened, the patient 
became comatous, and the wound afliimed an 
unfavourable afpeft. Shortly after this the pa¬ 
tient died, and upon difleflion the Iprain and 
its membranes were fqpnd in a ftate of fuppu- 
ration. 
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XLVlI. A cafe §f hernia humor alls, by Mr. 
Grofs.—This complaint was the confequenCe 
of a dyfentery. A fluctuation being felt in the 
tefticle, an incifion was made into the fcrotum, 
and the matter evacuated. Upon examination 
the tefticle itfelf appeared to be found, but its 
tunica vaginalis was in a difeafed ftate. This 
Cafe, and we- could add to it another flmilar one 
from our own obfervation, feems to prove, that 
in a hernia humoralis the tunica vaginalis, and 
not the teftis, is the feat of the difeafe. 

XLVIII. An account of a cancerous tumor fuc- 
cefsfully extirpated ,, by Mr. Schwindt.—The tu¬ 
mor here fpoken of was fituated under the left 
cheek. It was very hard, and difcharged an 
acrid (linking ichon 

XLIX. An account of a gun-jhot wound in the 
arm > by Mr. Sonderfhof.—This cafe proved fatal, 
which might probably be owing to the negleCt 
of amputation in the beginning. 

L. An account of a large Jleatomatous tumour , 
by Mr. Devrient.—This tumour was fituated on 
the infide of the thigh. A fluctuation being 
felt in it, it was opened, and found to contain 
an ichorous matter The patient died con- 
fumptive, and upon examination the fac was 
found to extend under the femoral artery. 
Yol.II. N« III. Z U. An 
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LI. An account of a total defeft of the uterus 
and vagina , by Mr. Meyer.—This obfervation 
was made in a dead fubjeft. No appearance of 
a vagina or uterus was to be found; in their 
Head there was only a loofe cellular membrane 
that arofe from the peritoneum. The ovaria 
were nearly in a natural ftate; the labia and 
clitoris fmall; and the nymphe wholly defi¬ 
cient. 


III. Memoirs of the Royal Academy of Sciences at 
Paris . (Continued from page 110J 
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VI. cr’HIR D memoir on the gritt Jlones of 
Fontainebleau , or an analyfis of thofe Jlones , 
and particularly of chryfiallized gritts , by M. de 
LalTone. 

VII. Experiments on the cjhes employed by the 
manufacturers of fait petre at Paris ; with re¬ 
marks on their nfe y by M. Lavoifier.—Thele 
people it feems make ufe of afhes deprived of 
their vegetable alkali by repeated walking. M. 
Lavoifier examines the reafon why thefe afhes 
are preferred to potafh, and he finds it is be- 
caufe they contain a fmall portion of muriatic 
fait. 
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VIII. Experiments on animal refpiration , and on 
the changes produced in the air by its pajjage through 

the lungs , by the lame.-Of all the phenomena 

of the animal ceconomy, there are none more 
deferving the attention of phyfiologifts, than 
thofe which accompany refpiration. Dr. Prieftley 
has obierved, that this procefs has the property 
of phlogifticating air in the fame manner as the 
calcination of metals and other chemical pre¬ 
cedes do •, and that it ceafes to be fit for refpi¬ 
ration when furcharged or faturated with phlo- 
gifton. The author of the paper before us is 
of opinion, that in refpiration while one portion- 
of the vital air, as he terms it, is abldrbed by 
the lungs, another, portion is converted into fixed 
air, or what, in imitation of the late M. Buc- 
quet, he calls chalky aeriform acid (acide cray- 
eux aeriforme). He has been led to this opi¬ 
nion by* the following obfervations:— i. In cal¬ 
cining mercury in a given portion of atmofpheric 
air fit for refpiration, part of this air unites with 
the mercury, and the remainder ceafes to be fit 
either for refpiration or combufiion. It no 
longer diminifhes with nitrous acid, but it does 
not render lime water turbid. If by a violent 
heat the air is again feparated from the calcined 
mercury, it reftofes to the other air all its pro- 

Z z perties. 
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perties. -r-2. If an animal dies under the receiver 
of an air pump, the air contained in the vefiej 
is rendered unfit for combuftion. It does not 
diminifh with nitrous acid, but it decompofeg 
lime water j an efiential difference this between 
this refiduum and that produced by the calcina¬ 
tion of mercury.r—3. If cauftic alkali is placed 
in this air, part of the alkali lofes its caufti- 
city, and abforbs a portion of the air. This 
new refiduum of air deprived by animal refpi- 
ration of the vital air it contained, and by cauftic 
alkali of its fixed air, is in no refpedt different 
from the air that remains after the calcination 
of mercury, and the addition of air difengaged 
from the mercury is fufficient to render it fit for 
animal life. Hence our author concludes, that 
while the calcination of mercury feems to affedt 
atmofpherical air merely by feparating from it 
its vital air, or in other words, that portipn of it 
which is efiential to life, relpiration feems, be¬ 
sides this fame effedt, to generate in the atmo¬ 
fpherical air a portion of fixed air. 

IX. Obfervations on the combuftion of candles 
in atmofpherical air , and in air eminently refpirable , 
hy the fame.— By air eminently refpirable, our 
author means that which Dr. Prieftley (in his 
ppinion) improperly terms dephlogifticated air. 

Hs 
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He fuppofes the air we breathe to be compofed 
of about one fourth of this pure air, and that 
the remaining three fourths are a mephitic air, 
the nature of which is as yet wholly unknown, 
but which is unequal to the fupport of apimal 
ljfe, or of combuftion. 

He concludes from his experiments, ift. 
That this mephitic portion of atmofpherical, 
air does not in any degree contribute to the 
phenomena of combuftion. 2dly, That com¬ 
buftion afts only on the portion of air eminently 
refpirable. 3dly, That two-fifths of this pure 
air are converted into fixed air by the burning of 
candles, and that the remaining three-fifths unite 
with the mephitic portion in fuch a manner as to 
be infeparable by combuftion. 4thly, That phof- 
phorus has much greater combuftible powers 
than candles, fince it is able to exhauft four- 
fifths of the pure air contained in atmofpherical 
air. 5thly, That pyrophorus is ftill more power¬ 
ful in this refpeft, being able to exhauft almoft 
the whole of the pure part. 

In a future paper the author engages to prove 
the exiftence of the matter of fire in all aeriform 
fluids, and to fhew how fixed air may be formed 
by combining inflammable air with the bafts of 
flir eminently refpirable. 

X. Re~ 
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X. Remarks on the necefftty of performing the 
Cafarcan operation on •women who die in advanced 
pregnancy, and on the means of reft oring their children 
to life when apparently dead , by M. Bordenave.— 
There are not wanting inftances to prove, that the 
foetus in utero oftentimes furvives its mother when 
fhe dies during pregnancy, and of courfe may 
be fometimes faved by the Ctefarean fedtion. 
Cangiamila, in his Embryologia Sacra, has collected 
a great number of inftances in which it was per¬ 
formed with fuccefs. He obferves, that in Mont¬ 
real and its neighbourhood, in the fpace of about 
24 years, 21 children had been preferved in this 
manner i that from 170410 1748, of 60 chil¬ 
dren taken out in this way at Caltaniffedta only 
five died, and at Victoria in the diocefe of Syra- 
cufe twenty r all of whom lived. To thefe fadts 
from Cangiamila our author adds one of the fame 
kind, communicated to him from the neighbour¬ 
hood of Mont de Marfan. A woman in her 
fixth month died at one o’clock in the afternoon, 
and was opened at feven in the evening. The 
child was reftored and lived upwards of two 
hours. Cangiamila fpeaks of five inftances in 
which the lives of the children were preferved 
though the operation was performed 15, 23, 24, 
and even more hours after the death of the mo¬ 
ther. 
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ther. In thcfe cafes M. Bordenave recommends 
the ufual methoJs of recovery, and amongft 
others the bathing the child in an aromatic de- 
co&ion and the fprinkling it with cold water. 

XI. An account of an aeriform fubfiance that 
proceeds from the human body , ana on the means of 
collecting it , by Count de Milly. 

XII. ' Second Memoir on the fame fubjeCl, by 
the fame. 

Our author, while in the warm bath, perceived 
fmall bubbles of air forming on different parts 
of his body and rifing to the lurface of the water. 
He collected a fmall quantity of this air, which 
he examined with M. Lavoifier, and they found 
that it extinguifhed flame and rendered lime wa¬ 
ter turbid. 

XIII. Experiments to prove that the acid of 
phofphorus procured , according to Mr . Scheele’s me¬ 
thod, from calcined bones , is not a pure acid , by 
M. Sage.—By employing Mr. Scheele’s procefs 
for procuring the phofphoric acid, that acid is 
not obtained pure, but in the form of a vitreous 
mafs which is infoluble in water. This fubftance 
when diftilled with charcoal y : elds phofphorus, 
and the proportion of phofphoric acid formed, is 
found to be about a fourth part of the vitreous 
mafs. M. Sage has not yet been able to deter¬ 
mine 
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hiine precifely what the fubftance is, which by 
uniting with the acid gives it the vitreous appear¬ 
ance, of to afcertain whether this matter is a real 
glafs or a faline fubftance. 

XIV. Obfervations on the folution of mercury in 
•vitriolic acid , and on the refolution of this acid into 
aeriform fulphureous acid and air eminently refpif- 
able> by Mr. Lavoifier.—According to this wri¬ 
ter fulphur is vitriolic acid deprived of vital air, 
which is one of its principles. When a folution 
of mercury in vitriolic acid is diftilled, it yields 
an acid refembling fixed air, after this, air emi- 
nehtly refpirable rifes, and then the mercury re¬ 
fumes its original form. 

XV. Experiments on the combination of alii'm 
with combujlible fubjlances , and on the changes pro¬ 
duced in the air by the burning of pyrophorus , by the 
fame.—We know that pyrophorus is a kind of 
liver of fulphur, which has the property of iii- 
flaming fpontaneoufly in the open air. By burn¬ 
ing it in clofe vefiels filled with common air M. 
Lavoifier found that it burned till it had ab- 
forbed fomewhat more than a fourth part of the 
common air. The remainder of the air evident¬ 
ly contained fixed air. By burning pyrophorus 
in air eminently refpirable it deftroyed about 
fix-fevenths. He obferves, that if the fixed air 

which 
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Which this refiduum contains is feparated, by pafT- 
. ing it through water, we procure a new and very 
pure air in which pyrophorus will burn, and 
that by repeating this operation he has been able 
to combine with the pyrophorus the whole of the 
vital air, to within about 144th parr. The pyro¬ 
phorus had increafed in weight by burning, and 
was no longer a hepar fulphuris; but was of a 
white colour, and had the aftringency and all 
the other properties of alum. 

XVI. Remarks on the vitrielization of martial 
. pyrites , by the fame. Martial pyrites are a 
combination of iron and fulphur. Diftilled in 
their natural ftate they yield fulphur; but they 
undergo a change when expofed to the air, and 
if waihed after this yield vitr.iolum martis. M. 
Lavoifier has endeavoured to alcertain how the 

air adts in their decompofition, and finds that it 

# » • 

is by the pyrites abforbing that part of the vital 
air contained in the atmofpherical air employed ' 
in the operation. 

XVII. Of the combination of the matter of fire 
with evaporable fluids , and of the formation of elaj- 
tic aeriform fluids , by the fame. It has long 
been known that evaporation produces cold. 
M. Lavoifier finds by experiments, that this ef¬ 
fect takes place when the fluid is evaporated in 

,Yoi.. II. N° III. A a vacuo . 
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vacuo. He fuppofes, that the matter of fire exifts 
in bodies in two different ftates, being either 
free, and ferving to diffolve bodies, or at leaft to 
dilate them, or combined with them and form¬ 
ing one of their principles. In all the operations 
that abforb a part of this free fire (feu libre) as . 
our author calls it, cold is produced j in all thofe 
in which it is difengaged, heat. He concludes, 
that every elaftic aeriform fluid is a combination 
of the matter of fire with any fluid or even folid 
volatile body* and that volatility is no other 
than the property bodies have of difiolving in a 
certain manner, and of uniting with the matter 
of fire and forming with it aeriform fluids. 

t 

XVIII. Obfervatiom on the phofphoric acid ob¬ 
tained by the deliquium of phofphorus , and on the 
neutral falts which refult from a combination of this 
acid with alkalis , by M. Cadet.—An ounce of 
phofphorusfurnifhes, by deliquium, three ounces of 
an acid that has neither colour nor fmell. Com¬ 
bined with fixed alkalis or abforbent earths it 
forms a neutral fait which is not ‘deliquefcent. 
Thefe experiments prove, that the acid obtained 
in this manner is different from that which is 
procured by deflagration. 

XIX. Obfervations on the acid of fugar, by the 
fame—This is an account of Profelfor Berg¬ 
man’s 
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man’s procefs, which our readers will find de- 
fcribed in the Firft Volume of our Journal, 
page 81. 

[ To be concluded in our next, J 


IV. Caroli Strack, M. D. in Univerjitate Mogunt. 
InJlit.Med. Profeff. See. de crufia laftea infantum 
£2? ejufdem fpecifico remedio differtatio^ quam feien- 
- tiarum artium at quel iter arum academia qua Lug- 
duni in Galliis ejl alter0 duplici preemio coro - 
navit die 3 Becemb. 1776. 8vo. Francf. ad 
Maenum, 1779. p. 61. 

T HE difeafe which is the fubjedt of this dif- 
fertation generally attacks children at the 
bread, and begins to difappear foon after they 
are weaned. In fome however it makes its ap¬ 
pearance at a later period and continues even to 
the fixth year, and our author fpeaks of a child 
who had a return of the diforder in his fourth 

♦ 1 * • - • 

year. It commonly begins on the cheeks, with 
an eruption of pimples filled with a limpid fluid. 
As the pimples crack, this fluid hardens, and by 
degrees forms a thick crufl of a reddifh yellow 
colour. As the difeafe advances, the fkin under¬ 
neath it fwells and hardens, and at length the 

Aai glands 



glands of the neck, and fometimes, though rarely, 
the parotid glands begin to be affedted. 

In lome children this fcurf fpreads behind the 
ears, and down to the chin, disfiguring the whole 
face, the eye-lids excepted. In fome it is attended 
with a running at the ears, and in others, though 
lefs frequently, with ophthalmia. Now and then 
it affedts the neck, bread, abdomen, and extre¬ 
mities. 

Our author acknowledges his inability to af- 
certain the real caufe of this diforder. He fup- 
pofes it, however, to be contagious and even 
hereditary. He has obferved that children, 
whofe mothers have been fubjedt to it in their 
infancy, are more liable to it than others though 
fuck led by other women, and that nurfes who 
have themfelves been affedted with it feldom fail 
to communicate it to the children they fuckle. 

Our author refutes the commonly-received no¬ 
tion, that this diforder is a fecurity from the 
fmall pox. He obferves, that if it attacks the 
glands or is repelled by topical applications it 
is fometimes produdtive of the word effedts, and 
- he likewife confiders the leurf’s not breaking, fo 
as to afford a fufficient outlet to the matter, as an 
unfavourable circumdance, it being apt in fuch 
£afes to attack the glands of the tnefentery. 



Dr. Strack remarks of this difeafc, that the 
conflant itching that attends it deprives the pa¬ 
tients of deep, and of courfe emaciates them. 
When the genitals happen to be affe&ed the 
urine excoriates the parts and adds to the com¬ 
plaint. If left to nature it generally difappears 
in about fijf months. In fome however it is of 
much longer duration. He has obferved of thofe 
who have been relieved by nature, without the 
interpofition of remedies, that the urine has 
fmelt like that of cats. The fooner this happens 
the fooner the fcurf dries off j but when the urine 
retains its ufual odour the difeafe is generally of 
long continuance, and as there is always dan¬ 
ger of its terminating in tabes mefenterica or 
fome other fatal complaint, it will feldom be 
prudent to leave it to itfelf. 

The fpecific recommended by our author for 
the cure of this diforder is the viola tricolor Link. 
A handful of the frefh or half a drachm of the 
dried leaves of this plant are to be boiled in half 
a pint of cow’s milk, which is afterwards to be 
(trained for ufe. This dofe is to be repeated 
every morning and evening. He obferves, that 
when it has been adminiftered eight days in this 
manner, the eruption ufually increafes confider- 
ably, even in thofe who had it only in a (light 
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degree previous to the. ufe of this remedy, the 
urine at the fame time acquiring the fmell juft 
now. fpoken of. When the medicine has been 
continued a fortnight the fcurf commonly begins 
to fall off in large fcales, and the fkin under¬ 
neath it appears clean. In order to prevent a re- 
l$pfe we are directed to perfevere in the ufe of 
the-remedy till the (kin has refumed its natural 
appearance and the urine ceafes to have any par¬ 
ticular fmell. A variety of cafes are related in 
which this medicine is faid to have fucceedecj; 
and the author afferts, that during the twenty 
years he has prefcribed it, he has hardly ever 

known it to fail.-Its fimplicity will probably 

recommend it to the notice of medical practi¬ 
tioners, and we foon hope to hear that its effi¬ 
cacy has been put to the teft in this country. 


V. Rhitifipbval *franf(iftions of tbjs Royal Society of 
London . Vq). 71, for the year 1781. Part 
4to. London, 1781, z %6 pages, with 10cop¬ 
per plates. 

O F the fifteen papers contained in this work 
we (hall content ourfelves with particularly 
juicing the three following, 


I. Ex- 
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I. Experiments and cbfervations on the fpedfic 
gravities and attractive powers of various falitic 
fubjiances. By Richard Kirwan, Efq\ F. R. S.-— 
The doCtrine of chemical affinities hath of late 
been confiderably .improved by the labours of 
Bergman'and Wenzel, but the order of thefe 
attractions has been the only point attended to by 
thefe philofophers, as well as by the generality of 
preceding chemifts. M. Morveau of Dijon is 
the only writer who has thought of afcertaining 
the various degrees of force of chemical attrac¬ 
tion, by which one body a£ts on various btter 
bodies, or even on the fame body in various cir- 
cumftances. He has, however, fo ably ‘ffiewn 
f the advantages arifing from fuch an inquiry, that 
the author of the paper before us having been 
induced to make it the fubjeCt of his attention, 
has been enabled to determine pretty exactly the 
proportion of the ingredients of many neutral 
falts, and the fpecific gravity of the mineral acids 
in their purefl ftate and free from all water. The 
refults of his experiments on this ffibjeCl afe 
given in feveral tables which the limits of olir 
Journal will not allow us to infert.—The lovers 
, of philofophical chemiftry will receive much 
information from Mr. Kirwan’s ingenious ne- 
‘-fearches. 


II. dn 
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II. An account of the violent form of lightning 
at Eajl-hourn in Suffex y Sept. 17,• 1780. Commu¬ 
nicated by Owen Salufbury Brereton, Effi y F. l£. 
and A. S. 

The melancholy accident here defcribed hap¬ 
pened in a houfe rented by James Adair, Efq; 
near the Tea. The morning was very dormy* 
and at nine o’clock a black cloud appeared* out 
of which Mr. Adair faw feveral balls of fire drop 
into the fea fucceflively, as he was approaching 
the window in a one pair of (lairs, room ; and 
very foorl after, as he was (landing at it with his 
hands clafped, a flafh of fire forced them afunder, 

-and threw him feveral yards upon the floors 
where he remained motionlefs for a confiderable 
time.' The right fieeve of his eOat* waiftcoat, and 
fhirt, and likewife the right fide of his breeches* 
werd torn intirely open, as if by a dog, and his 
right arm* right fide and thigh were miferably 
fcorched, and the flelh torn. His right (hoe and 

• (locking likewife were torn, and one of his toes 

• fplit almoft to the bone. Under the room Mr. 
Adair was in, on the parlour floor, were his 
coachman, butler, and footman. The coachman 
was going to open a glafs door to go towards the 

• fea, and was ftruck dead. His body was totally 
black. His cloaths and the caul of his wig, and 

cravat, 
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cravat, were much torn ; but no wound was to 
be feen in any part of his body.—The footman 
was drefiing his hair near a window, when he was 
thrown dead on the ground. He appeared much 
fcorched, bruifed, and black. He had a very 
large wound in his fide, 'which penetrated near 
his heart •, but very little, if any, blood came 
from it. It is remarkable, that although the 
bodies of thefe two perfons lay unburied from 
Sunday till Tuefday, all their limbs remained 
perfectly flexible. The butler was a yard or two 
behind the coachman, and going out with a tele- 
fcope in his hand, which was forced in pieces 
from him, his hat and wig were thrown to fome 
diftance, and he perceived a violent preflure on his 
fkull and on his back, but was no otherwile hurt. 
He had a filver watch with a filver chain, which 
received no damage. It was obferved likewiie, 
that a filver buckle in Mr. A/lair’s flioe was not 
in the lead hurt, whereas his watch chain, which 
was of fteel, the "brafs button of his breeches, 
and a penknife and key in his right fide breeches 
pocket, had feveral marks of fufion upon them ; 

and the enamelled face of a filver watch in the 

\ 

coachman’s fob was broken to pieces, and the ' 
links of his fteel chain fattened together, 

Bb In 
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In the room over Mr. Adair’s a young lady 
was drefiing and her maid attending. They were 
both driven to a diftant part of the room, and 
rendered infenfible for fome time, but not hurt. 

III. An account of the Harmattan , a fmgular 
African wind. By Matthew Dobfon, M. D. 
F. R. S. Communicated by John Fothergill, M. D., 
F.R.S. 

The Harmattan is a periodical wind which 
blows from the interior parts of Africa towards 
the Atlantic ocean, and potflfles fuch extraordi¬ 
nary properties, as to merit the attention of the 
naturalift, making a curious and important arti¬ 
cle in the hiftory and theory of the winds. 

The account here given of it is collected from 
obfervations communicated to the author by 
Mr. Norris, an intelligent gentleman, who has 
frequently vilited the coaft of Africa. 

This lingular wind comes on indifcriminately 
at any hour of the day, or at any period of the 
moon, and continues fometimes only a day or 
two, lbmetimes fifteen or fixteen days. There 
are generally three or four returns of it every 
ft ifon. The peculiarities that attend it are a fog 
6 r haze, extreme drynefs, and falubrity. The 
fog is fd great as to make even near objects ob- 
Tcuie, and the fun concealed the greateft part of 

the 
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the day, appears only during a few hours about 
noon, and then of a mild red, exciting no pain¬ 
ful fenfation on the eye. No dew falltf during 
the continuance of this wind. Vegetables of 
every kind are much injured and even deftroyed 
by it if it continues long. Such is the extreme 
drynefs produced by it that covers of books, 
fhut up in trunks among cloaths, are bent as if 
they had been expofed to the fire. Houfhold 
furniture is alfo much damaged by it; the pan- 
nels of doors fplit, and the joints of a well laid 
floor of feafoned wood open fufficiently to lay 
one’s finger in them ; but become as clofe as be¬ 
fore on the ceafing of the Harmattan. 

The parching effects of this wind are likewife 
evident on the external parts of the body. The 
eyes, noftrils, lips, and palate are rendered dry 
and uneafy, and drink is often required, not fo 
much to quench thirft, as to remove a painful 
aridity in the fauces. The lips and nofe become 
fore and even chopped, and if the Harmattan 
continues four or five days, the fcarf fkin peels 
off, firft from the hands and face and afterwards 
from the reft of the body, if it continues a day 
or two longer.—Salt of tartar, moiftened ad deli - 
quium , became perfeftly dry in two or three 
hours when expoled to the Harmattan. Such is 

B b 2 the 
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the falubrity of this wind that it flops the pro- 
grefs of epidemical and contagious difeafes, and 
patients labouring under fevers or fluxes general¬ 
ly recover during its continuance. It is likevwfe' 
noted for contributing much to the cure of ul¬ 
cers, as well as cutaneous eruptions. This dif¬ 
fers from the account given by Dr. Lind, who, 
fpeaking of the fatal and malignant effects of 
this wind, obferves, “ that its noxious vapours 
“ are deftruCtive to blacks as well as whites, 
“ and that the mortality which it occafions 
“ is in proportion to the denfity and dura- 
“ tion of the fog.” Our author, who is aware 
of this contradiction, fuppofes that there may be 
inftances in which the Harmattan comes loaded 
with the effluvia of a putrid marfh, and tha.t 
in fuch the nature of the wind may be fo changed 
as to become noxious. 

According to Dr. Lind the Plarmattan arifes 
from the conflux of feveral rivers about Benin ; 
but Mr. Norris conjectures, that it takes its 
fource from a part of Africa about the 15th deg. 
of north lat. and the 25th deg. of eaft long.—- 
Our author thinks it probable, that the difagree- 
able Levant wind of the Mediterranean proceeds 
from the fame part of the continent of Africa.— 
The paper concludes with an account of the 

man- 
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manner in which the Fantees, a nation on the 
Qold coaft, divide their year. 

The papers that form the remainder of the 
contents are, A natural hijlory and defeription of 
the Tyger Cat cf the Cape of Good Hope, by]. R, 

Forfter, L. L. D. F. R. S. and A. S.- EJJay on 

a new method of applying the ferew, by Mr. William 

Hunter, furgeon. - An account of the Turkey, by 

Thomas Pennant v Efq\ F. R. S.— Account of a 
Nebula in Coma Berenices, by Edw. Pigott, Efp ,—. 
Double far s difeovered in 1779, at Frampton-houfe, 
Glamorgarfsire, by N. Pigott, Efqy F. R. S.—^ 
An account of the Ganges and Burrampooter rivers , 

by James Renndl, Efqy F. R. S- Obfervations 

on the rotation of the planets round their axes, by 

Mr . W.Herfchel,- Some account of the Termites , 

which are found in Africa and other hot climates , 

by Mr . H. Smeathman.- An account of feveral 

Earthquakes felt in Wales, by Tho. Pennant, Efq\ 

F. R. S.- Extra SI of a letter from the right hon. 

Earl Stanhope, F. R. S. containing obfervations 
concerning the roots of adfedted equations. — . » 
Extra SI of two meteorological journals of the we ei¬ 
ther obferved on the coafl of Labradore, by Mr. De 

laTrobe.- Meteorological journal for 1780, kept 

at the houfe of the Royal Society. ———Prefixed 
the volume are a lift of the Society, and a 

fpee<& 
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fpeech delivered by the prefident at their laft: 
anniverfary. 


SECTION II. 

Essays and Observations. 


I, A cafe of hemiplegia, fucceeded by mania. Com - 
municated by Richard Cowling, M. D. furgeon 
to the 8 $th regiment of foot. Read Augult 27/^ 
1781. 


W illiam Jackfon, a private foldier, twenty- 
two years old, was fuddenly feized, on 
the 2d of Sept. 1780, with a great numbnefs on 
his left fide, and immediately after perceived he 
had in a great meafure loft the ufe of all his 
limbs of that fide. He was carried to the hofpi- 
tal, where I found him the next morning labour¬ 
ing under a confiderable ftupor, and deprived of „ 
almoft all voluntary power of the whole left fide. 
He had however now and then flight involun¬ 
tary twitchings, but no tremors, in both the up¬ 
per and lower left extremities. In moving him 
from place to place he dragged his left leg be¬ 
hind him i and his left arm, which he was un¬ 
able to raife in the final left degree, was obviouft.y 
much colder and paler, and feemed at the fame 

time. 
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time, though it had been difeafed only lo ffiort & 
time, fomewhat fmaller than his right arm. The 
pulfe in the left arm was alfo' much flower, 
fmaller, and feebler than that in the right. His 1 
tongue, and the parts about the larynx, were fb‘ 
much affeded as to occafion a faltering utterance 
in his fpeech, and a difficulty in (wallowing even' 
his faliva. The left cheek and the left fide of 
his mouth were generally fpafmodically con* 
traded toward his left fide ; but fometimes his 
whole face was thrown, convulfively, into feveral 
diredions and fome Angularly ludicrous diftortions, 
infomuch that even a faturnitie fpedator found 
difficulty in maintaining his gravity. To be laugh¬ 
ed at, or even fmiled at, feemed, from the lour¬ 
ing look with which every oblcrver was conllantly' 
eyed, what the patient molt dreaded, and what 
never failed, however triflingly and inadvertent¬ 
ly excited, to put him into the moll immediate 
and outrageous paffion; while the ferrctly retro¬ 
grade manner, in which he always attempted to 
withdraw himfelf from every beholder, intimated 
that he was confcions, or rather, in the prefent date 
of his brain, inftindively aware of his being an. 
cbjed of derifion. His appetite was moderate, 
his belly rather bound, but his nights were en¬ 
tirely fieeplefs. 

. . His 
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His mind was equally affe&ed with his body* 
fo that to the fimpleft and plained: quedions he 
Returned the mod incoherent anfwers. Every 
motion that he made with the found fide of his 
body was of a very vehement and defultory kind. 
His eyes wide open, and, feemingly protruding* 
glared a wild fierce dare, and he was inceflantly 
grating his teeth with all the gediculations of 
rage. Although he had lod the ufe of one fide, 
his conduct, notwithdanding, became that night 
fo violent as to render it prudent to appoint him 
two attendants, in preference to the drait waift- 

coat, which, from the different applications that 

^ • * 

might be neceffarily made to his left fide, was 
deemed inconvenient. The lifelefs immobility 
of his left fide, con traded with the appearances 
jud now deferibed, formed a fight as fingular as it 
was melancholy. 

Upon inquiring of his comrades it did not 
appear* that he had ever, to their knowledge* 
been affected with any indifpofition fimilar to 
this, but they all agreed, that he had been guilty 
of frequent and violent intoxication, fpending the 
money he had got by making flioes for the company 
(generally a guinea a week) and likewife his half 
week’s pay in liquor, between Saturday and Mon¬ 
day* and that he had been known, after thefe 

de- 
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debauches, to ftarve for twenty-four and m 
foiue inftances even forty-eight hours. Thefit 
circumftances and the whole of the cafe con- 
fidered, I had no doubt that this patient laboured 
under a complete hemiplegia, and what Dr, Bat- 
tie would term, as being fubfequent to the he¬ 
miplegia, a confequential madnefs. And from 
the extremely thin habit of the patient’s body, . 
the well-proportioned fize and length of his head 
and neck, his immoderate and repeated intoxica- 
cations, and the ftate of inanition that had fuc- 
ceeded them, I was of opinion, that his paralyfis 
was not to be attributed to a fanguineous or ferous 
compreflion on the brain, but to a collapft * of 
a part of the brain and nervous fyftem, brought 
on by the above-mentioned fedative and debili¬ 
tating caufes : for it is a well known, though fin* 
gular fadt, both from the difiedtions of paralytic 
fubjedts and the experiments made on brute ani¬ 
mals, that one half of the brain and the oppofite 
half of the body haye been exceedingly injured, 
while the other half of the brain and of the body 
have not been at all affedted. 

Being convinced therefore, that my attention 
ought to be diredted folely to the removal of 

* Collapft may be defined, a morbid diminution of the 
tone of the brain and of the motion of the nervous fluid. 

Vol, II. N° III, C f the 



the primary difeafe, I directed a blifter to be apr 
plied to the patient’s left arm and another to his 
left thigh, and at the fame time ordered his 
whole left fide to be well rubbed with a flefti 
brufh, and then wrapped up in flannel. Once in 
four hours he took a bolus compofed of gum 
guaiac. gr. v. limat. ferri gr. xv. and pulv. cort. 
Peruv. 3 ft- and he wafhed down each bolus 
with four table fpoonfuls of the following for¬ 
mula— Tindt. canthar. §j. fal. c. c. vol. §ft. 
tindtur. aromat. 5'j- aq. menth. pip. fimp. ibjft. 

M.-For his breakfaft he was allowed a pint 

of pftlk, five ounces of bread, and rather a large 
proportion of nutmeg; for dinner, a'pound of 
fiefh-meat, fix ounces of bread, and a pint of 
porter, with a large quantity of pepper, muftard, 
and horie-radifti; and for fupper, he had, re¬ 
peated, his breakfaft. Fie went on with all thefe 
meafures for four days, without experiencing one 
lucid interval, or any other alteration, than, on 
the laft of thofe days and the fixth of his difeafe, 
a tumefadtion of his whole tongue, and an almoft 
unintelligible muttering in his fpeech: his tongue, 
which had acquired a morbid inclination toward 
his left cheek, and which had likewife loft its ufuaf 
volubility and fenfation, had been bit through 
in feveral places by the grinding of his teeth, 
. ~ with- 
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without the patient having even once made the 
lead complaint. Thele wounds in his tongue 
were walhed with a foluyon of alum and nitre. ; 

As I had met with very great fuccefs, in four 
former but pure palfies, from this patitnt’s regi- 
frien and medicines, I determined to perfevere 
fteadily in their ufe; and, to give them greater 
cfftftt, now further ordered his left fide and left 
limbs to be frequently-rubbed with a mixture of 

vinegar and muftard.-In this manner he was 

treated during the remainder of his diforder. At 
length. On the eleventh day, it was obferved, that, 
along with other figns of a general amendment, 
the pulfe, in particular, in the patient’s palfied 
arm, was become ftronger and fuller, and the 
mufcles of the fame fide firmer and more elaftic 
than they bad ever been before fince his attack, 
and on the day following his reafon, which had 
been hitherto fo exceedingly difordered, appeared 
to be proportionably reitored * the grinding of 
his teeth had ceafed, the whole of his conduct 
was more calm and confident, and his fpeech 
Teemed to be much mended. 

From the time that the above falutary change 

took place, the patient continued gradually, 

% • 

though flowly, to recover-, fird, the ufe of his 
limbs, and, foon afterwards, the faculties of his 

C c 2 mind. 
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mind, fo that on the twenty-firft day from th# 
commencement of his diforder he was difcharged * 
cured. 

FurnivaPs Intt, 

July 13th, 1781. 

=====el 

II. Account tf a woman who had the [mail po% 
during pregnancy , and who communicated the 
fame difeafe to her foetus. By Robert Bland, 
M. D. phyfician man-midwife to the Wejlminjler 
General Difpenfaty. Read Sept. 10th, 1781. 

S OME of the moft refpeftable writers are found 
to differ in their opinion concerning the pof- 
fibility of a pregnant woman’s communicating to 
her foetus the infection of the fmall pox. A cu^ 
rious cafe related by the ingenious Mr. Hunter, 
in the 70th volume of the Philofophical Tranfac* 
tions proves, that fuch a communication may 
take place; but as a folitary fatt, in a matter 
of this fort, however ably fupported, is feldom 
fufficient to remove doubt, and as the number 
of cafes in this way can hardly ever be expefted 
to be numerous, I fhall make no apology for 
communicating to the Society an account of a 
fimilar inftance as it occurred lately to Mrs. 
Griffith, one'of the Mid wives to the Weftminfttr 
“ General 
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General Difpenfary, a perfon on whofe vetacity 
I can depend. As the child was interred before 
I was informed of the Angularity of the cafe, I 
had no other means of fatisfying myfelf of the 
truth than by making a diligent inquiry con¬ 
cerning all the circumftances of it. This I 
have done, and as the account given me by 
Mrs. Gatton, the patient, confirm in every par-, 
ticular that of the midwife, I have no doubt of 
its having happened in the manner I fhali now 
relate. 

In July laft Mary Gatton, of Prince’s-ftreet,. 
Weftminfter, was attacked with the fmall pox. 
She was then in the feventh month of her preg¬ 
nancy. The difeafe proved to be of the conflu¬ 
ent kind, and was attended with a confiderable 
fever. Six days after the turn of the pock, or 
about eighteen from the firft attack of the ertip^ 
tive fever, (he was taken in labour and delivered 
of a child, which feemed to have been d.ead five 
or fix days. Its body was covered with con¬ 
fluent fmall pox. The puftules were white and 
full of matter, and from their fize feemed to have 
nearly attained their maturity. 

St. Alban s-Jir(tty 
Sept. 1, 1781. 
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Medical and Philosophical New!. 

T H E Academy of Belles Lettres, Sciences* 
and Arts, at Marfeilles, have propofed ttie 
following fubjedt for a prize medal of three hundred 
livres value: “ The plant vulgarly dalled barb'e 
de Renard , known to botanifts by the name of 
kt Tracanta Majfilienjis , which grows naturally 
“ on the borders of the Mediterranean, is it the 
u fame as that which is cultivated in the Levant 
for the extraction of Gum Tragacanth j and* 
tl if fo, what would be the belt method of cul- 

u tivating it for that purpofe in Provence ? ”-- 

The dififertations are to be fent to M. Mouraille, 
fecretary to the academy, before the ift of jan; 

» 7 8 0 ‘ 


Extra# of a letter from Dr. Saury, phyfician to 
his imperial and royal majedy, dated Mofiil 
in Afia, Dec. 7, 1780. 

“ The Hydrophobia is unknown in the iflarid 
of Cyprus, at Sidon, at Tripoli in Syria, along 
the whole coaft of Syria, and even at Aleppo; 
The Europeans who inhabit thofe countries alt 
agree, that dogs never go mad there. Among 


> 


t 



t^e caufes of canine madnefs, Boerhaave enuriie-' 
rates a burning climate, a hot dry feafon, want 
of water, and the feeding on putrid flefh. AH 
thefe caufes prevail in Cyprus, along the coaft of 
Syria and at Aleppo. In Cyprus the climate is 
very hot, and water extremely fcarce. There is fa 
little rain, that from Eafter to November the 
gardens lie uncultivated for want of water. Every 
body knows, that the coaft of Syria is equally 
hot, and the air very dry. On the other hand, irj 
all the towns, under the Mahometan government, 
dogs are very numerous, and as they are no parr 
ticular perfon’s property they live on the offal 
of the fhambles and what they can pick up in 
the ftreets. In the country they are deftitute of 
water, and feed upon dead camels, horfes. See, 
It would feem then, that the want of water, and 
the other caufes I have mentioned, are not fuffi- 
cient to excite madnefs in an animal, and that 
there is fome other caufe, as yet unknown, which, 
in Europe, renders this dil'order fo frequent. It 
is very rare at Moful; neverthelefs I have this 
year feen a mad dog here who bit a Turk. The 
Dominicans, who are the only European phyfi- 
cians at this place, recommended local fcarifica- 
tions, and the bite produced no bad effe< 5 l. 5 * 
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Extract of a letter from Dr. Olaus Acrell, pbys 
fician at Upfal. 

Both the caufe and the cure of the Tinea 
Capitis are as yet far from being latisfa&orily 
afeeftained. In Sweden women very often fuc-. 
ceed in the removal of this complaint by extract¬ 
ing the hairs by their roots, and afterwards walh- 
fftg the head repeatedly with a weak alkaline 
lixivium, or a folution of vitriol or alum. This 
pfocefs however is tedious, fometimes requiring 
many months, and even repeated extraction of 
the hair before the cure is completed. In my 
own practice, I have generally found the follow¬ 
ing method fucceed the beft: I firft draw out 
the hair and then wafh the head with a decoc? 
lion of centaureum minus, in which I difiolve a 
fmall portion of corroftve fublimate. At the 
fame time I give internally either the ajthiops 
antimonialis or a table fpoonful of the following 
mixture every morning and evening : ]£. Merc, 
eorrof. fublim. gr. vj. aq. diftill. ^ix. aq. cinna- 
mom. fimp. ^ij. fpir. vin. reCtif. fyrup. alth. an, 
J}. M. 


In the Journal de Medecine for July 1781, M, 
Qhartier, phyfician, at Anjou, relates the cafe of 

a man 
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& man forty years of age, who Was attacked with 
a deep-feated* pungent pain in the right fide, 
(extending from the fourth true rib to the firft 
falfe rib, and attended with a dry cough and dif¬ 
ficulty of breathing. Thcfe fymptoms continued 
_ for three or four months, during which time he 
was unable to lie on his right fide. After that 
he began to expectorate a whitifh frothy mucus. 
His pulfe was bur little affeCted, yet his coun¬ 
tenance acquired a yellowifh tinge, and in a lhort 
time he died. Upon difieftion the right lobe of 
the lungs was found adhering to the pleurd. 
v The left Was totally fUppurated. The pus had 
eroded the pericardium, and dtftroyed mbre than 
tWo-thifds of its fubftartce. The liver, though 
in other fefpfedts apparently found, was of an 
extraordinary bulk; extending from the right td 
the left hypochondrium. The fpleen was like- 
Wife much enlarged, the ftomach, by the pref- 
fure of the two vifcera, was forced down into the 
Umbilical regiori, arid the omentum into the epi- 
gaftric region. 

In the fame work fd. Maurice, furgeon at 
Chinon* gives an acccfunt of a young man aged 
twenty-two years, who had liis left Undo Achillis 
tut through by a fickle. The wound was tfanf- 
yerfe, deep, and two inches and a half loris£. 
Vol. II, D d ti.e 
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The mufcles of the calf of the leg were contrafK 
ed under the ham, that part of the tendon next 
to the mufcles being drawn at leaft three inches 
upwards, while the lower end of it proje&ed con- 
fiderably. In fifty-five days, with the affiftance 
of fuitable bandages, the two portions were re¬ 
united, and the patient was able to walk. 


Signor Bartollozi, art Italian natufalift, has 
obferved, that the fecundation of plants does not 
always depend on a feminal duft. In the afclepias 
this procefs is effected by means of a tranfparent 
glutinous liquor, a drop of which is to be feen 
at the top of the filament, the anthera contain¬ 
ing no duft.— Journ. de Phyfique y for April 
1781. - 


M. Boue, furgeon at Meulan fur Seine, has 

published an account of a woman who was adT 

* \ 

vifed to make ufe of a warm bath impregnated 
with a large quantity of quicklime, as a cure for 
the rheumatifm. She ufed it twice, and remained 
in it an hour each time. The effects of this im¬ 
proper application were a total lofs of hair and 
cuticle from every part that came in contadt with 

the 
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the water, and an apparently incurable contrac¬ 
tion of all her limbs.- Gazette de Sante . 


The dyfentery which was fo prevalent ih 
London during the autumns of 1779 and 1780 
feems to be equally rife at prefent. Some few 
patients were attacked with it fo early as the 
laft week in July; but it became much more 
general towards the latter end of Auguft and the 
beginning of September. In the greater number 
of cafes it has been attended with profufe evacu¬ 
ations by (tool of a watery, mucous matter mixed 
with blood ; fevere gripings of the bowels, and 
pain in the back and loins, with tenefmus, 
naufea, and fever: but fome have had violent 
tormina , with little or no difcharge by (tool. 
Some few old and infirm perfons have funk under 
it, and we have feen one inftance where it proved 
fatal by coming on in a cafe of confluent fmall 
pox about the time of the crifis ; but in general 
it has yielded to a proper mode of treatment. 
•Opium, after the neceflary evacuations have been 
premifed, has proved of great ufe. In fome 
cafes where the tormina were extremely fevere 
we have found it neceflary to allay the irritation 
in the bowels by giving opium even at the bo 
- D d 2 ginning. 
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ginning, joined with fome purgative medicine* 
Bleeding, when the pain of the bowels has heen 
accompanied with a high pulfe and other inflam¬ 
matory fymptoms, has generally had a good ef- 
fe< 5 l. When the ficknefs at the ftomach has 
been confiderable, ail emetic has commonly 
proved efficacious. In feveral cafes where vifcer- 
ral obftruftions have been brought on by cor¬ 
dials, aftringents, and other improper remedies, 
we have experienced good effetts from fmall 

1 ». 4 < • « 

dofes of calomel with a grain of opium, given 
occafionally at bed-time. 


An Englifh tranflation of Brofeflor Bergman’s 
Efiay on the application of chemiftry to the va¬ 
rious purpofes of life, is now in the prefs in 
London, with the addition of fome ufefvil chemi¬ 
cal tables by the tranflator. , 


PROMOTION. 

Augiijl 28.—Mr. Thomas Merrick to be fur- 
geon to the 96th regiment of toot, in the room, 
pf Mr. Wood. 


DEATHS. 
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July 24. atNetherfoIe houfe, near Canterbury, 
aged 72 years, John Winchefter, Efq; Member 
of the Corporation of Surgeons, London. He 

was formerly an eminent furgeon in Norfolk- 

> • 

ftreet in the Strand, but declined prattice feveral 
years ago on a confiderable eftate being left to 
him for life by —— Marlh, Efq*, in confe- 
quence of his fetting the leg of a favourite dog, 
being before a ftranger to him. His eftate (about 
1500 1 . per annum) now defcends to Mr. Marlh's 
nephew. He has left one fon, a captain in the 
army, and a daughter married to Sir Edward 

Dering, Bart.- Augufl 18. Suddenly, at an 

inn at Maidenhead, Berkfhire, Mr. Hawkins, 
apothecary, of New Palace Yard, Weftminfter. 

- - Sept. 2. At Port Glafgow, in Scotland, Mr. 

John M‘Colme, furgeon to the weftem fencible 
regiment.—17. AtBrompton, near Chatham, 
Kent, Mr. Hodflcin, furgeon and apothecary, 
formerly a navy furgeon. 


SECTION 



[ *«4 ] 

SECTION IV. 

\ 

Monthly Catalogue. 

• • 

i.YVEPORTS of the Humane Society* in- 
X\ ftituted in the year 1774, for the recovery 
t?f pfcffons apparently drowned. For the years 
>779 and 1780. 8vo. Rivingtov , London, 1781. 
%57 pages. ' 

Difieftatio inaugurals de cinerea cerebri 
Albft&htia. Audlore Chrijliano Frcderic-o Ludwig. 

LipHse, 1779% 34 pages, with a copper plate. 
F. g. Rapport fur plufie'urs queftions propofees 
•fc la Societe Royale deMedecine, par M. TAm- 
bafiadeur de la Religion, de la part dejS. A. 
ErfunentiiTime Monfeigneur leGrand Maitre, &c. 
m dads la ftance de la Socidte Royale de Mede- 
c'me 4 ten tie au Louvre le 5 Decernbre, 1780. 

&. Anfwers to feveral queftions propofed to the 
Royal Medical Society (at Paris) by the Maltefe 
Ambaffkdor, at the requeft of his Eminency the 
Grand Matter, 8ce. read at a meeting of the 
Royal Medical Society, held at the Louvre, De¬ 
cember 5, 1780, 4to, Malta, 1781. 54 pages. 

The illand of Malta, founded on a rock, has 
only a iingle burial place, which is in the vaults 
of a church that was overthrown by an earth- 
■ quake 
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quake in January 1780. The College of Phyfi- 
dans at Malta recommended the (lopping up the 
vaults, and advifed againft rebuilding on the 
ruins of the church. The quell ions propofed 
therefore to the Royal Society at Paris were, 1. 
Whether it was right to flop up the vaults, and 
whether the church may be rebuilt on the fame 
fpot ? 2. After what length of time may the 
vaults be opened again with fafety ? 3. Whaf 
precautions are neceflary to prevent the infe&ion 
which the digging the earth in this fpot might 
occafion, and when will the danger of fuch in¬ 
fection be over ? 4. What are the objections to 
the pra&ice of burying in churches ? To the 
firft of thefe queftions the Society anfwer. That 
it was prudent to flop up the vaults. In reply 
to the fecond they obferve, that the fmall pox 
Was lately epidemic at Malta j that the plague 
prevailed there in 1-676, and that a part of the 
vaults in queftion was fet apart for the bodies pf 
thofe who died of the latter difeafe. They re¬ 
mark, that the time contagious miafmata pre- 
ferve their activity is uncertain; but they think 
it would he prudent to fuller twenty-four or 
twenty-five years more to clapfe before the earth 
is opened in thefe vaults. There will then have 
been a fpace of 128 or 129 years fince the time 

of 
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of the plague, and the deltruftion of the dead 
todies will be complete; on this occafion the 
Society quote the example of the magiftrates of 
Marfeilles in a recent inftance. In 1720, wheii 
the plague raged in that city, the dead bodies 
Were interred in the burial ground belonging to 
the Celeftines. A propofal was lately made to 
build on that fpot, but the magiftrates very pro¬ 
perly oppOfed it. In anfwer to the third queftiori 
the Society mention all the precautions that will 
« be recjuifite in opening the vaults •, arid in their 
reply to the fourth they offer a variety of argu¬ 
ments to prove the impropriety of burying the 
dead in churches or even within the walls of 
great towns. 

4. Henrick Palmaz Leweliilg , D. A. D. &c; 
Anatomifche erklaeruhg der original figured 
von Andreas Vefalius •, i. e. An anatomical dei 
fcription of the original plates of Andrew Vefr- 
lius. By Henry Palmaz Leweling, M. D; profef- 
for of anatomy and forgery in the uriiverfity of 
Ingolftadt. Vol. I. Folio. Ingolftadt,* 17H&, 
p. 120. 

The whole Of this work i$ to be comprized \h 

fevefi volumes. This ftrft volume Contain^ thfc 
Qfteology. 
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I. -NcnmiUa circa methodum luis Venerea cur and a 
meditamenta. Auttore Adolpho Murray, M. D. 
et Anatom. Prof. 4to. Upfal. p. 48. 

f’l ^ H I S little work contains a variety of 
« obfervations On the different remedies 
employed in the cure of venereal com¬ 
plaints. We fhall feleft from it fuch as appeal 4 
to be the mod interefting. 

In travelling through Italy, our author was 
fiirprized to find that in the hofpitals of that 
country* inftead of Mercury, the ufe of which 
ls‘ dill prohibited, the phyficians content them- 
felves with prei'cribfrig a decoftion of the woods, 
which ferves only to mitigate the fymptoms of 
the. difeafe, -and to. emaciate the patients by 
fweating. 

' Vql* II. No IV. Ee In 
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In a cafe of virulent gonorrhoea Dr. Murray 
adminiftered the volatile alkali, a remedy ftrongly 
recommended by M. Peyrilhe, a French writer. 
The effects it produced were a violent inflamma¬ 
tion of the urinary paffages, a fuppreflion of 
the difeharge, and ocher alarming fymptoms. 
Another patient afflicted with venereal ulcers 
had his complaints greatly exafperated by the 
ufe of the fame medicine. 

Speaking of the different modes of exhibit¬ 
ing mercury, he obferves, that frittions, fumi¬ 
gations, mucilaginous and faline preparations 
of this mineral have each of them their refpec- 
tive merits in different circumftances of the dif- 

I 

cafe. He confiders the faline as differing from 
the other preparations of mercury in this refpeft 
only, that the mercury in them is more divided, 
and for this reafon he thinks they are quicker 
and more efficacious in their operation. 

He advifes us to be cautious in the ufe of 
fumigations, as the vapour of mercury is apt 
to excite profufe falivation, or to affeft the 
nervous fyltem, and produce tremor. On this 
fubjedt he .relates a cafe, communicated to him 
by Mr. Scopoli, of a man who, upon being ex- 
pofed to the vapour of fublimate in melting it 
with copper* fell inftantly into a violent ptya- 
lifm. 


Dr. 
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Dr. Murray obferves, that the faline prepara^ 
tions of mercury frequently occafion fevers, 
cough, lpafms, and other dangerous complaints, 
efpecially in perfons fubjeCt to hsemoptoe or 
the haemorrhoids. For this reafon he objects to 
their being given to fuch patients. He is of 
opinion, that although in general they foon re¬ 
lieve the fymptoms, they hardly ever operate a 
cure. 

He has fometimes experienced very difagree- 
able effedts from the ufe of Keyfer’s pills. Of 
Bellette’s fyrup (which confifts of mercury pre¬ 
cipitated by an alkali from its foiution in the 
nitrous acid, and mixed with sether and fyrup) 
he remarks, that it proves efficacious only when 
given in large dofes, and that it then frequently 
excites, by its ftimulus, the moft alarming fymp¬ 
toms. 

Dr. Murray difapproves of the mixed method 
of cure recommended by M. Gardane. He has 
fometimes found Plenk’s remedy of ufe, but he 
di Hikes it becaufe it feparates in the ftomach, 
and frequently paffes off by {tool. 

He prefers the cure by friftions to every other 
method. He confefies however that in pregnant 
women, and in dropfical or phthifical patients, 
they are not advifeable; but fimilar objections, 
he obferves, may be made to every other mer- 

E e a curial 
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curial medicine. He is difpofed to impute the 
, bad effedts. v/hich are fometim.es found to follow 

t *. : i ' . L v ' . I ' • . < 1 i f 

a courfe of fridtions, to the fault of the- pre- 

< > > - .* r , , j. . ■ > '■ • ■ ■ i . ., « *. * 

feriber or patient, rather than..to the remedy. 

, In ipeaking of frictions he takes oc^afion to 
• tyeat very fully of the method practifed at 
Montpellier, a place much frequented by venereal 
patients on account of the purity and mjldnefs 
of the climate. Our author is of opinion, 
however, that, in the firffipstjod of the djfeafe 
a very warm -air is hurtful,'; He has obferved., 
that M Home and Naples a gonorrhoea is more 
difficult to cure than the lues itfeif. He there¬ 
fore aferibes the fuccefe of the Montpellier me¬ 
thod to the fuperior excellence of the remedies 
employed there, rather than to any particular 
circumftance relative to the climate. This me- 

i . — ^ n.' * f . v - 

thod, which the French writers term the cure by 
extihiftion* confifts in adminiftering mercurial 
ointment without exciting a falivation. Bleed- 

; v . . t »r -s • - . L , 

ing, purging, a light diet, and a frequent repe- 
titiun of the warm bath, are preferibed previous 
to the frictions, Our author is of opinion, that in 
this way warm bathing promotes the abforption 
and distribution of the mercury through the 
fyftem. For a flight infedtion he thinks the 
Warm bathing fhould be repeated thirty, and for 


. 'J 


an 
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an inveterate, lues an hiipdred times* After the 
jfkin has been fufficiently prepared by thefe 
means, the patient is directed to rub in from 
half a drachm'to half an ounce of" mercurial oinl- 

f > i ^ > 

jnent every fecond or third day, till he has con- 

» f ■* 

'fumed twelve or fifteen ounces of the ointment. 
If the mouth begins to be affedted after feven or 

• * * t m • , • ’ ] i * 

eight friftions, the falivation is to be checked 
by changing the patient’s (Kirt, and by employ¬ 
ing fudorifics, purges, and warm bathing. 

„ The phyfieians at Montpellier have oblervet], 
th&t iporbutic patients afflicted with the lues cap 
ieldom be cured of the latter difeafe by mercury, 
,v\nlefs they have been previoufly cured of the 
feurvy. - In cafes of venereal phthifis; they pre- 
feribe afies and goats milk, lichen iflandicus, 
"pnd the juice of fnails and millepedes previous 


to the uie of mercury. Jf there are any urgent 
iymproms, fuch as a deep-feated caries, an in¬ 
flamed exoftofis, or a dangerous ulcer, they have 
recourfe immediately to mercury; but as foon 
as the fymptoms .are in a certain degree miti¬ 
gated, they fufpend its ufe till they have gone 
through the ufual preparatory courfe of bathing, 
after which they finifh the cure by fridti'ons. 

After deferibing the Montpellier mode of 
treatment, our author gives us feveral practical 

. remarks. 
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remarks. If a bubp forms, he thinks the in- 

- i * [ * ; '* • 

ternal life of mercury neceffary to the cure. 
"When the^glands firft begin to inflame, he re¬ 
commends the application of extract of faturn 
and mercurial ointment to the part, with repeated 
purges to promote a refolution of the tumour. 
If the bubo fuppurates, he cautions us againft 
opening it before it is perfectly foft, and then 
he thinks the knife preferable to a cauftic. He 
is averfe to our dreffing the wound with mer¬ 
curials, as the cure, though perhaps more fpeedy, 
‘will be fallacious. For the fame reafon he ob- 
je&s.to fimilar applications to chancres. In cafes 

- where the fuppuration has not gone on favour¬ 
ably, he has feen good effects from a blifter ap¬ 
plied to the gland. : 

* In obftinate exoftofes he advifes us to faw off 

- the difeafed portion of bone, but in cafes of 
venereal caries he recommends an extract of 
Qraticla or hedge hyffop , as a medicine of con¬ 
siderable efficacy. 


II. A Jhort enquiry into the merit of folvents, fo 
far as may be necejfary to compare them with 
the operation of lithotomy. By Jere Whitaker 
Newman, member of the Corporation of Sur- 
, geons, London . 8vo. Dodfley, London , 1781. 
43 pages, price is 6d. 


THE 
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T H E defign of this effay is to give a 
view of the general method of treatment 
by internal medicines and its effedbs; and, in a 
concife manner, to compare the advantages and 
evils refulting from a reliance on that mode of 
treatment, with thofe attending the extraction 
by manual operation. 

• % 

The work is divided into three chapters. In 

the firft the author begins with vindicating his 
brethren from the idea of a prediledlion for ope- * 
rations, which has been fo commonly, though er- 
roneoullv annexed to the chara&er of a furcreon. 

4 U 

He then offers fome few remarks on the general 
theory and bafis of folvents, and takes occafion 
to relate the fingular but well-known circum- 
ftance attending Mrs. Stephens’s medicine in the 
cafe which procured her the reward from parlia¬ 
ment. 

In the fecond chapter he mentions fome of the 
caufes which have tended to render lithotomy 
lefs fuccefsful than it would otherwife have been. 
The firft of thefe is delay, the frequency and 
fatality of which induced Frere Jacques to ex¬ 
claim, that if lithotomy, as its oppofers afferted, 
had killed thoufands, putting off the operation 
until the patient’s ftrength and conftitution were 

exhaufted had deftroyed tens of thou&nds. A 

fecond 
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tame oh. A third patient, under a fimilar courfe, 
was feized with a putrid fever, which terminated 
in death, notwithftandmg the liberal ufe of bark, 
port wine, &c. 

On the fubjeCt of fixed air, given as a lithon- 
triptic, our author (hews, that its total inefficacy 
in feveral cafes, and the want of proof that a 
done really exifted where it was fuppofed to have 
been beneficial, prevent any thing being de¬ 
cided in its favour. 

He very properly recommends gentlenefs in 
Searching, previous to the operation. “ The 
44 puerile circumftance—fays he—of the in- 
“ ftrtiment being heard to refound agaipft the 
44 ftone, by perfons at a diftant part of a room, 

“ will not warrant us in moving the found rude- 
14 ly and rapidly in the cavity of the bladder, 

44 where there is a poffibility of ftriking it 
14 againft the internal membrane, which, befides 

• * “ c* * 

44 increafing the pain, might be productive of 
44 difagreeable confequences.” 

In fpeaking of the defeCts in fome parts of 
the operation, he confines himfelf chiefly to the 
external inc'ifion, whifch every one, in the habit 
of attending to operations, muft at times have 
obferved to be too fmall for the extraction of 
the ftone; the utility of a latge external ir.c> 
Vol. II. N° IV. F f fion 
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fion in thefe cafes fecms to be generally ac- 

/ | , 

knowledged. 

In this part of his work the author hints at 
the mifchiefs that have been produced by the 
notion that quicknefs is an indifpenfable quali¬ 
fication in a lithotomift. “ An operator, he 
“ obferves, muft be pofiefled of a good ffiare 
“ of coolnefs and intrepidity, who would not 
“ be affefted by thirty or forty watches being 
“ taken out in a theatre, to determine critically 
“ the precife time in which the operation was 
<c performing.” We hoped that after what had 
been fo judicioufly remarked by Mr. Pott fome 
years ago on this fubjed, the abfurd and dan¬ 
gerous cuftom here alluded to was univerfally . 
exploded. ' ... 

Towards the clofe of his performance, Mr. 
Newman endeavours to determine what is the 
general fuccefs of lithotomy. For this purpofe 
he quotes the account . given by the late Mr. 
Chefelden of his practice in this way, and from 
this, added to what has fallen under his own 
obfervation, during his attendance at hofpitals, 
he concludes, that not more than one out 
of eleven dies in confequence of being cut 
for the ftone.. He obferves, that “ fhould .1 
future ages pofiefs a folvent, efficacious, but t 

' • t 
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tc not deftru&ive to the fyftem, lithotomy may 
“ perhaps be fuperfeded but that “ till then 
“ reafon and experience point it out as the belt 
“ and only refource.” 

He concludes <c with advifing thofe, who 
“ have prudent refolution enough to undergo 
“ the operation, to do it in time, before the 
“ irritation of the difeafe itfelf, or the deleterious 
“ ufe of folvents, have impaired their general 
“ health: for in a morbid ftate of the blood 
“ and juices, no wound can heal kindly ; and 
“ the operation, however fafe and (kilfully per- 
“ formed, by fuch means may be rendered ha-? 

zardous, and frequently fatal.’* 


III. Memoirs of the Royal Academy of Sciences at 
Paris. (Continued from page i ioj 

XX. QBfervations on nitre with an ahforbent 
earthy bafis procured from the faltpetrt 
of rubbijh . By M. Sage.—This writer gives the 
name of abforbent earth to that which is found 
in the bones after calcination, when the natrum 
they contained is feparated by walhing; and he 
has obferved, that nitre with a non-alkaline bafis 
(nitre a bafe non alkaline) which is procured 
from the faltpetre of rubbilh, has a greater re- 

F f 2 iemblance 



(emblance to that farmed with this fearth of 
the bones, than to nitre with a bafis of calcareous 
earth. 

XXI. An account of a fingular Aurora Bore alii 
obferved at Paris February 26, 1777, and of two 
other remarkable ones on Nov. 3, and Dec. 3 of 
the fame year. By M, Meflier. 

The author has added accounts of thefe phae- 

' 1 .■ * * 1 ^ 

nomena as obferved at Nancy, Caen, Berlin, 

.. the Hague, Amfterdam, F^aneker, Vienna, and 
other places. 

XXII. Experiments on the Cold of 1776. By 
M. M. Bezout, Lavoifier, and Vandermonde. 

The cold at Paris appears to have been two 
degrees (of de Reaumur) greater in 1776 than 
jt was in 1709. 

XXIII. Obfervations on the refrigerant powers 
(f liquor Sy as well fmple as compound. By M. M. 
Cadet and BriflTon. 

XXIV. Obferuatioris on combujlion in general. 
By M. Lavoifier.—The theory of combuftion, 
which this ingenious philofopher attempts to 
eftablilh, is briefly as follows: he conflders vital 
air, as he terms it ? or what Dr. Prieftley would 
call dephloaifticated air, as being formed of a 
certain bafis combined with the igneous fluid. 
This bafis he fuppofes to have a greater affinity 
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to the body that is burnt, or fome of its prin¬ 
ciples, than to the igneous fluid; it is therefore 
difengaged from it, and the igneous fluid fepa- 
rates in the form of flame; fo that when a fub- 
ftance is ignited, it is not that which bums, 
but the air around it. 

M. Lavoifier remarks, that in the combuftion 
of bodies four phasnomena are conftantly obferv- 
ed. i. There is a difengagement of the matter 
of lire or light, a. Bodies can burn only in a 
fingle fpecies of air, the vital air juft now fpoken 
of. 3. There is a decompofition of this vital 
air, and the burnt body increafes in weight in 
proportion to the quantity of air deftroyed. 
4. The body that is burnt is changed into an 
acid, by the addition of the fubftance which has 
jncrealed its weight; fo that if fulphur is burnt 
under a bell, the refult is vitriolic acid; if phof- 
phorus, the acid of phofphorus: if charcoal, 
fixed air, or the chalky aeriform acid. He con- 
fiders the calcination of metals as being fub- 
mitted to the fame laws, but with this differ¬ 
ence, that inftead of an acid, we have a parti¬ 
cular combination, a metallic calx. He obferves, 
that thefe different phenomena admit of an eafy 
explanation by Stahl’s hypothefis, which fup- 
pofes phlogifton to be in a fixed ftate in metals, 

fulphur. 
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fulphur, and all other combuflible bodies, but 
if one of Stahl’s followers were to be called 

. r 

upon to prove its exiftence, he muft neceffarily 
reply, that combuflible bodies contain the mat¬ 
ter of fire becaufe they burn, and that they bum 
becaufe they contain the matter of fire. This, 
fays our author, would be explaining combuf- 
tion by combuftion j he therefore confiders the 
exiftence of this matter of fire, this phlogifton, 
in metals, fulphur, &c. as being in reality alto¬ 
gether imaginary. If afked, what he means by 
the matter of fire? He anfwers with Franklin, 
Boerhaave, and fome of the ancients, that the 
matter of fire, or light, is a very fubtile, rare, 
elaftic fluid, which furrounds the planet we in¬ 
habit, and penetrates with greater or lefs facility 
the different bodies that compofe it. 

Towards the clofe of his paper, the author 
prefents us with a theory of animal heat. He 
fuppofes that the vital air received by the lungs 
is there decompofed, and that what is expired is 
fixed air. This decompofition, we'are told, 
takes place, becaufe the bafis of the vital air is 
feparated from the igneous fluid, and the latter 
being thus difengaged produces heat. 

XXV. Remarks on certain difcafes of the liver , 

* 

•which are attributed to other organs j and on dif 

eafcs , 
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cafes, the feat of which is commonly though Am - 
■properly fuppofed to be in the liver. By M. 
Portal.— In feeling the liver it is often found to 
extend lower than in its natural ftate, and the 

. •* .* '9 J 

phyfician erroneoufly confiders it as the feat 
of the difeafe, when only the right lobe of the 
lungs is affefted. M. Portal relates, feveral cafes 

° . .. (i - 

in which he himfelf was miftaken in this man- 

I , ■ » m m • * l . - • i « • . • ’ n 

ner. Pie obferves likewife, that the fpleen may 
be affe&ed in a fimilar way, by the left lobe 

r r • 4 { • 

of the lungs. In the late Duke de Chauloes, 
M. de Bordeu and our author felt a -tumour 
under the falfe ribs, which they fuppofed ,t;o be 
the liver, but on difieftion that vifcus wa$ .found, 

. ( * - • **•«* ft '•* * 

to be perfectly found. ... 

i r * • 

M. Portal takes occafion to notice the jaun¬ 
dice of new-born infants, an affection which he ; 
fuppcles to be owing, not to any difeafe of the 
liver, but merely to the bile infinuatrng itfelf 
into the la&eals. Upon palling a ligature round 
the fmall inteftines of dogs, a little below the 
opening of the dudtus choledochus, he has ob- 
ferved, that in five or fix hours the tunica con- 
jun&iva of their eyes has acquired a yellow 
tinge, and their la&eals have been found filled 
with bile. 


If 
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1 / the liver Is fometimes fufpetted without 
reafon, it is often, on the other hand* the un- 
fufpe&ed feat of the difeafe. Our author men- 
tions two cafes in which this happened. One 

■t . • * r 

of thefe patients was a woman, who complained 
of pain in the epigaftric region, attended with 
vomiting. The diforder was treated with bitters 
and ftomachics, but without any good effett, as 
the patient died of he&ic fever. On dififettion 
the ftomach was found to be in a healthy date, 

but the liver was enlarged and difeafed. Some 

► * ’ / 

years afterwards he applied this obfervation to 
the cafe of the Marchionefs d’Epagny, who had 
been treated for a ftomach complaint. She 
had vomitings, cough, dyfpnoea, fwelled legs* 
and he&ic fever. Upon examination he found 
the liver enlarged, and by means of kermes mi- 

r i • 

neral given in fmall dofes, with terra foliata 
tartari, the patient recovered. 

He next treats of haemorrhage from the 
dudtus choledochus, and mentions one cafe in 
which it proved fatal; but he fays in general it 
is fo far from being dangerous, that it is ufeful 
by preventing inflammation. He fpeaks of a 

■ i 

ftudent, who, after having experienced inflam¬ 
mation and pain in the region of the liver, was 
relieved by difcharging a great quantity of 

blood 
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blood by vomit and ftool. He likewife relates 
the cafe of M. Aublet, a celebrated botanift, 
wfio had an enlargement of the fpleen, and 
was carried off by a profufe haemorrhage from 
the mouth and anus.' On difloftion the fpleen 
was found to be as large as a child’s head, and 
thevefiels between the fpleen and the ftomach. 
were dilated, and ftill pouring blood into the 
cavity of the ftomach. 

XXVI. Botanico- meteorological Obfervations , 
made at the caflle of L enainvilliers near Pithiviers 
in Gatinois in 1776. By M. du Hamel. 

XXVII. Third memoir on different fubjefts of 
Natural Hiflory and Chemiftry. By M.Montet. 

This paper relates to the mineralogy of a 
part of the Cevennes. <■' 


IV. Obfervations on the cure of the Gonorrhoea . 
By Samuel Foart Simmons, M. D. Member 
of the Royal College of Phy/icians, London ; and 
., .EJiR. Si 8vo. Murray, London , 1780. 70 

pages,' 1 s. 6d. - r ■... : . 

A LTHOUGH the venereal difeafe has pre¬ 
vailed in Furope for more than two hun- 

t 1 j- . r • : *. . 

dred years, we find men of the greateft eminence 
in the profeffion ftill differing in their opinions 
Vol. II. N° IV. G g con- 
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concerning its nature, and in their methods of 

• - -* -ill « -» •• ' » 4 V* * * 

treating it. In this ftate of doubt, a publication* 
like the prefent, written with candour, and 
founded on attentive obfervation, cannot but 
prove highly acceptable to the medical reader. 
The author profeffes to have carefully avoided 
all fpeculative reafonings, and to have confined 
himfelf wholly to luch pra&ical cautions and 
fatts as are derived from his own experience. 

It has lately been fuggefted, that the go- 

» norrhcea and the lues venerea are different affec* 

, , > . 

tions, originating from two diftindt fpecies of 
virus. Dr. Simmons contends, that this opinion 
is ill founded, and obferves,. that the matter Of 
a chancre introduced into the urethra will gene¬ 
rate a gonorrhoea, and that the difeharge of a 
gonorrhoea will produce a chancre, bubo, and 
lues. Two cafes are related in which fymptoms 
of a confirmed lues venerea were brought Oh 
by the imprudent fupprdfion of the difeharge 
in a gonorrhoea. • - V V> . . Yv.. * 

It has been difputed*. whether ulfcetfdtion is 
ever produced in the urethra by a< gonorrhpea, 
and of courfe whether an abforption of tl\e mat¬ 
ter can take place. Tt might be fuppolechthat 
diffedtion would at once clear up this matter, 
but this is fo far from being the cafe, that fome 

• < 5 f 
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Tome of the moft celebrated anatomlfts are 
found to entertain different opinions on the fub- 
je£t. Our author has opened the urethras of 
feveral perfons, who had a gonorrhoea at the 
time of their death, but the appearances were 
not fufficiently fatisfaclory to enable him to de¬ 
cide with certainty on the fubjett. On the other 
hand he has met with feveral inftances in his 
difiedtions, and has leen others in the colledlions 
of different anatomifts, of urethras that afforded 
evident marks of cicatrices from ulcers formerly 
exifting in that canal. And when we confider 
that the difeharge in a gonorrhoea is fometimes 
tinged with blood, and that when this happens, 
a little blood vefiel is no' doubt ruptured j he 
thinks we can have no reafon to doubt that an 
ulceration may, and fometimes does happen in 
thefc cafes. It is certain—he fays—that when¬ 
ever there is confiderable inflammation there will 
be danger of ulceration, He thinks that flight 
ulcerations of the urethra may often occur, and 
be afterwards perfedlly obliterated in a fimilar 
manner to what happens in the papilla of the 
tongue, the tonfils. See. Such an obliteration, 
he obferves, will the more readily take place in 
a part like the urethra, defended with mucus 

G g 2 and 
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and not expofed to the air, which is known to 
have no little effedt in hardening a cicatrix. 

After uifculhng this point in a very fatisfac- 
tory manner, Dr. Simmons proceeds to delcribe 
the iymptoms and progrefs of the difeafe with 
great accuracy, and then points out the means 
of cure. The principal indications, he obferves, 
are to fubdue the inflammation and remove the 
virus that occafions it. 

' There are practitioners, who, fuppofmg that 

the body poflefies powers to expel the virus* 
and that the difeafe has a certain period to run, 
through its feveral ftages of progrefs, acme, 
and decline, are for leaving the cure to nature, 
•or atleaft content themfelves with aflifting her 
by an antiphlogiftic regimen, gentle evacuations, 
and the like. ; That in many cafes the diforder 
admits of a natural cure. Dr. Simmons thinks 

there can be no doubt; the inereafed fecretion 

» - 

of mucus carrying off the virus falter than it 
is formed, till at length the infedtion is wholly 
removed. But he is of opinion, that in every 
cafe by the application of fuitable remedies, to 
the inflamed part, we may Ihorten the duration 
of the complaint, and abridge the fufferings of 
the patient with the fame certainty and fafety, 
as we are enabled to remove the effedts of an 

ophthal- 
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ophthalmia, or any other local inflammation, by 
proper topical applications. 

Dr. Simmons next fpeaks of the general re¬ 
medies employed in thefe cafes, fuch as occa- 
fional blood letting, a cooling diet, the liberal 
ufe of diluting liquors, and mild purges. Of 
the firft of thefe, vensefedtion, he remarks, that 
it is feldom requifite. He has feen it of ufe in 
ftrong, plethoric patients, when the chordee has 
been frequent and painful * but he has hardly 
ever found it necefiary to repeat the operation. 
He obferves, that the inflammation in thefe cafes 
is kept up by the local ftimulus of the virus 
and the urine, fo that all that we can expeft 
from venaefedlion is to moderate the pain and 
the frequency of ereftion. In delicate perfons 
he has feen it do harm by increafing irritability 
and rendering the patient more fufceptible of 
the ftimulus. In treating of diet Dr. Simmons 
points out the advantages of an antiphlogiftic 
regimen, and recommends a free ufe of mucila¬ 
ginous liquors, but objedls very properly to 
fhe ufe of nitre or cream of tartar on account of 
their diuretic property. Our view, he obferves, 
being not to promote a preternatural flow of 
urine (as the virus, being infoluble in water, 
cannot be walhed away by fuch means) but to 

render 
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render that whirh k fecreted as mild and as 
little ftimulating as pofiible. 

He next treats of purgatives, which when 
adminiftered with prudence he confiders as of 
great ufe, but it is well known -he obferves— 
that the abufe of this clafs of remedies in the 
gonorrhoea has been productive of numerous 
evils. He advifes us to employ gentle laxatives, 
fuch as Rochelle fait, manna, foluble tartar, 
and the like, in a dofe fuflicient to procure only 
two or three ftools, and repeated only every two 
or three days. The daily ufe of the purgative 
ele&aries, that are ftill given by lbme practition¬ 
ers, ferve only to keep up a continual irritation 
/pn the bladder, and of courfc to prolong the 
inflammation. Formerly it was a pretty general 
practice to give a large dofe of calomel at bed¬ 
time, three or four times a week, and to put it 
off the next morning with a ftrong dofe of the 
pfyl# cocci*> or fome other draftic; purge. Our 
.author obferves, that as the conltant effeCt of a 
violent purge is to promote abforption from 
every cavity, the venereal virus was by this 
means frequently carried into the fyftem, and 
produced a confirmed lues i or, if the patient 
efcaped this evil, he at leoft found himfelf 
doubled with an bbflinate gJeet, and, perhaps, 

. his 
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his conftitution materially, injured. < He-a$ds 
alfo, that violent purging often occafions ftran-r 
gury, hernia humoralis, and other troubldomq 
fymptoms* . 

The topical remedies that are ufed in gonor* 
rhoea confift chiefly of various forts of inje< 5 tions> 
the ingredients of which are extremely various) 
but Dr. Simmons is of opinion, that their modes 
of operation may in general be referred to thei# 
mucilaginous and fedative, or to their detergent) 
ftimulatiftg, and aftringtnt qualities. / He ob- 
ferves, that in the hands df Ikilful pta&itionerj 
great advanlagfea may doubtlets be derived from 
the ufe of thefe remedies; but on the other 
hand, that the improper and Unfeafonable ad- 
miniftration of them may prove a fource ot 
irreparable milchief to the patient. 

. ;Dr. Simmons points out the advantages and 
difadvantages of the feveral kinds of injections* 
and gives us a variety of practical cautions con* 
cerning the ufe of each,, for which we mult 
refer our readers, to the, work' itfclf. Speaking 
of mercurial injections* he obfcrves, that they 
have all of them more or lefs of aftringency, 
and it is folely to this property that he aferibes 
fiheir effects, as he fuppofes that the idea of 
their correcting the venereal virus was originally 
• , ’ intro- 
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introduced, and has been continued upon mif- 
takeri principles. He obferves, that calomel, 
mixed with the mucus difcharged in a gonor¬ 
rhoea, has no more power in deftroying the in¬ 
fectious properties of that mucus, than cerufie 
or any other preparation would have; that a 
diluted folution of fublimate, injeCted into the 
urethra, will, like a folution of verdegris, or 
blue vitriol, or any other ftypiic, conftringe the 
mouths of the lacunte; but that this is all it will 
do, as it will never lefifen the infectious pro¬ 
perty of the vims. He contends, that mercury 
has no power over: the venereal virus, until it 
has been introduced • into the body, and under* 
gone certain changes, with which we are and 
probably (hall ever remain Unacquainted. 

In cafes of gonorrhoea whenever our author 
has ^dtniniftered mercury internally, it has fel- 
\ ddm been with' a view to expedite the cure, but 
merely ta:bbviate the danger of abforption. 
When the,jjnfeCtion has been apparently (light, 
’and the inflammation and other fymptoms trifling, 
he has ventured to proceed without the aflift* 
ance of mCrcury. On the other hand, when¬ 
ever the difcharge was confiderable, the inflam- 
0 * 

mation violent, or the feat of the difeale high 
up in the urethra, he has conftantly judged it 
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atlvifeable to give (mail doles of calomel or of 
the mercurial pill of the Edinburgh Difpen- 
fatory. When there is no chancre or bubo, no 
appearance, in Ihort, that the infe&ion is likely 
to be carried into the fyftem, he thinks it would 
be imprudent to adminifter corrofive fublimate, 
or any other of the more acrid preparations of 
mercury. 

After having treated very fully on the general 
remedies employed in the cure of the gonor¬ 
rhoea, Dr. Simmons proceeds to fpeak of her¬ 
nia humoralis, chordee, bubo, phymofis, and 
paraphymofis, chancres, ftridfcures of the ure¬ 
thra, and gleets. : 

He confiders the hernia humoralis as being 
merely the effect of irritation and of increaled 
inflammation. Heobferves that in the greater 
number of cafes the inflammation is confined 
to the vas deferens and epididymis, the tefticle 
itielf being feldom affedbed. So little connec¬ 
tion has it with the flow from the urethra, that 
we are told it fometimes comes on during the 
continuance of the difcharge, Sufpenfion of 
the fcrotum, an horizontal pofture, vensefedlion, 
warm bathing, and cold applications, fuch as 
cloths dipped in vinegar, to the part, are the 
Vol. II. N°IV. H h general 
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general means of cure recommended by our 
author in cafes of this fort. 

In chordee he has often experienced the good 
effe&s of leeches applied near to the feat of 
inflammation, but he obferves, that the belt 
method is to obviate the complaint by confining 
the penis in fuch a manner as to prevent erec¬ 
tion. He fpeaks of a fpafmodic chordee which 
fometimes remains after all the other fympioms 
of gonorrhoea have difappeared, and goes off 
and returns at times for the fpace of feveral 
months. In general he has found this trouble- 
fome complaint give way to a liberal ufe of the 
Peruvian bark fooner than to any other remedy. 

In treating of buboes Dr. Simmons obferves, 

that when a tumour of this fort has once begun 

to form, it is the opinion of the generality of 

pra&itipners, that its fupppration ought to be 

pqcouraged, left by difperfing it the matter he 

carried into the fyftem, and fo produce a con- 
« 

firmed lues. He offers, feyeral qbfervations op 
this fubjeft, which feem to prove beyond a 
doubt that fuch an event is much more likely to 
happen by promoting, than by preventing tfie 
fuppuration of the tumour. As the mqft effec¬ 
tual means of difperfing it he recommends cold 
applications to the part •, but the moft powerful 

re me- 



’7 


r 243 ] 

remedies* he obferves* in fuch cafes, afe vomits. 
As a further proof that mercury ads only by 
its ftimulus* we are told, that mercurial undion 
rubbed on the infide of the thigh will frequently 
.increafe the inflammation, and of courfe haften 
fuppuration, and promote the very end it is in¬ 
tended to prevent. 

In opening a bubo our author prefers a 
cauftic to the knife, but he has generally found 
that when the patient has been of a good habit 
of body, and the tumour has maturated quickly, 
it has, when fuffered to break of itfelf, healed 
fooner than it ufually does when opened either 
by cauftic or the knife. 

In the treatment of a chancre, if it is fmall, 
and without any confiderable inflammation, he 
advifes the touching it repeatedly with the lunar 
cauftic, fo that the fore fhall throw off Houghs. 
By this procefs, he obferves, we dejlroy the ve¬ 
nereal virus, inftead of repelling it, which might 
be the cafe if the cauftic were not of fufficient 
adivity to produce*a flough, for in that cafe it 
would only ftimulate, and of courfe ferve to 
throw the virus into the habit. He aflerts, that 
the blue ointment when applied to a chancre 
has no .other property than any other unduous 
fubftance would have, except what it owes to 

H h 2 its 
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its ftimulus; and that red precipitate in a fimilar 
cafe will adt only as blue vitriol or any other 
efcharotic would do. Although in the greater 
number of cafes chancres are at firft only local 
'affections, Dr. Simmons thinks it prudent to 
guard againft the poflibility of the virus infect¬ 
ing the habit by giving mercurials internally. 

Our author fuppofes the exiftence of caruncles 
in the urethra to be a very rare occurrence. 
He confiders a ftridture or contraction of fome 
part of the canal as being the molt general caufe 

of theobftruftion. He thinks, that the cure of 

/ 

this ftridture by bougies depends folely On then- 
producing a gradual diftenfion of the membrane. 
In the work itfelf the reader will find a great 
number of ufeful remarks on the management 
of bougies. Dr. Simmons has fometimes met with 
cafes of ftridture that were only temporary, and 
feemingly owing to a fpafmodic affedtion from 
increaled irritability. This fpafmodic ftridture, 
like the fpafmodic chordee, generally gave way 
to the bark. 

Dr. Simmons concludes his work with fome 
remarks on gleets, in the cure of which, when 
there is no reafon to fufpedt any venereal taint, 
we are advifed to employ aftringent injections. 
It will be neceffary, we are told, to attend at 

the 
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the fame time to the general health of the pa¬ 
tient, and to recommend fuch remedies as will 
tend to ftrengthen the fyftem. When there has 
been no tendency to inflammation he has expe¬ 
rienced good effects from large dofes of the 
balfam of copaiva, and he once faw a complaint 
of this fort removed by applying a blifter to 
the perinaeum after it had refilled a variety of 
remedies. 


V. A new and eafy method of applying a tube for 
the cure of the fiftula lachrymalis. By Jonathan 
Wathen, furgeon , F. A. S. 4to. Cadell, Lon¬ 
don, 1781. 16 pages, with a copper-plate, is. 

I N cafes of fiftula lachrymalis, where the dif- 
order has been of long continuance, and the 
obftrudlion is confiderable, furgeons are now 
pretty generally of opinion that an opening 
mult be made into the fac ; in order to admit 
a tent of lead, or fome other folid fubftance, 
into the dudl. The tent, whatever it be, 
mult be continued through the duel, and left 
there for the fpace of two months or more; to 
prevent, ifpolfible, a return of the obftru&ion. 
This method, however, is found by experience 
to be attended with great uncertainty, as the 
i dif- 
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diforder is frequently apt to return, in confe- 
quence of a frefh fwelling of the membrane 
which lines the dud, or of a fponginefs of the 
bones themfelves by which the dud is formed. 
The author of the work before us thinks he has 
remedied this imperfedion in the prefent mode 
of treatment, by introducing a hollow tube 
made of gold, filver, or lead, into the lachrymal 
dud. This idea was fuggefted to him by ob- 
ferving that metals, not liable to ruft, may fafely 
lodge in any part of the body, for years, and 
even for life, without the leaft detriment. He is 
aware that Heifter long ago recommended the 
introdudion of a metal tube in cafes of this 
fort; but Heifter conveyed his tube through a 
perforation of the os unguis, and of courfe his 
method was very different from that which is 
here recommended. 

Mr. Wathen confiders gold as the moft eli¬ 
gible metal for the tube, becaufe it is the moft 
eafy to be preferved in a ftate of purity, which 
is the moft important quality to be obferved, 
whatever the metal be : and he prefers this or 
filver to lead, chiefly on account of their firmer 
texture, which muft render a tube, made of 
either of them, lefs liable to be affeded by any 
preffure it may receive. 


The 
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The tube is conftrufted in the following man¬ 
ner: Its fhape is fomewhat conical to prevent 
its defcent into the nofe; and it is made fuffi- 
ciently long, to reach from the upper portion 
of the bony dudt, to its aperture below the os 
fpongiofum. 

To introduce it more eafily, it is furnilhed 
with a ftyle, nearly as long as a common probe; 
the lower end of which is rounded, fo as that, 
paffing through the tube, it may exadlly fill the 
aperture at the fmall end: and it is prevented 
from palling further, by a Ihoulder of the fame 
fize with the outfide of the tube. 

' 1 

The tube is held upon the ftyle by a doubled 
thread, which pafles through a fmall hole on 
one fide of its upper or larger aperture, and is 
continued to a ring at the upper end of the ftyle. 
By fattening this thread to the ring, the ftyle and 
tube become one inftrument, capable of being in¬ 
troduced and extracted at pleafure*, and polfeff- 
ing all the power of a probe. 

By means of this the operator, we are told, may 

be enabled to examine the ftate of the difeafe, and 

* / 

to judge with the greateft precifion of the dia¬ 
meter of the dudl, and confequently of the 
proper fize of the tube. For, as the dudt in 
perfons of different ages, &c. will vary, both in 

. dia- 
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diameter and length, there mud be a propor¬ 
tional difference in the tube; for this reafon our 

' * 

author recommends it to the operator to provide 

■J < t V t 

himfelf with ftyks and tubes of different fizes. 
He obferves, that if the tube is too large, it 
cannot be introduced; and if too fmall it will be 
liable to Hip through the lower opening of the 
duft into the nofe; again, that if it rifes too 

• • ■ '« , T,; . : • • • • • 

high, it may prefs againft the fides of the fac, 

» and thus clofe the orifice, through which the 

■ • , ■ 

tears fhould pals; or that if, on the other hand, 
it comes down too low, it will projeft beyond 
the inferior extremity of the du<ft, and may pro¬ 
duce a very troublefome titillation. When the 
tube is found to fit exactly, the thread, which 
was paired through the ring at the upper end 
of the ftyle, being tied in a knot, at about an 
inch from the top of. the tube, the longer por- 
tion of it, above the knot, is directed to be 
cut off. By this the ftyle will be difengaged, fo 
that it may be extra&ed with eafe, leaving the 
tube behind, with the thread hanging out of 
the wound. 

When the tube is fixed Mr. Wathen ufually 
paffes, by fyringe, fome ftmple liquor through 
it into the nofe, as a proof of its being fo placed 

that it will anfwer the intended purpofe. The 

open* 
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opening made ih the fac might be intirely clofed 
in a few days, but he thinks it right to Jeave 
the thread in for about a week, and then, if 
the tears, abforbed by the pundta, are conveyed 
by the tube to the nofe, he extra&s it by cut¬ 
ting one fide of it with the fcifiFars, and drawing 
the otter ouk The little orifice through which 
the threads pafs will be clofed, we are told, in 
a few days, fo that a diforder, which had con¬ 
tinued for months, and perhaps years, may be 
perfectly cured within the Ihort fpace of a week. 

Mr. Wathen Hrft performed this operation on 
two patients, the eldeft of whom was not more 
than eleven years old. In both of them the 
diforder Was of confiderable (landing; and in 
the elder had rifen to fuch a heighth, as to oc- 
cafion very diftreffing apprehenfions. In one of 
thefe cafes the tube pafled but with little diffi¬ 
culty; in the other, the du< 5 l being more ob- 
ftrufled, the introdudlion was more troublefome 

i 

and painful. In the latter, however, the un- 
eafinefs foon went off after the operation was 
finifhed. From the time of fixing the tube, the 
tears, inftead of falling down the cheek, as they 
had been uled to do, paffed through the artificial 
channel into the nofe. At the end of a week 
the threads were removed, and the orifice, thro* 
Vql. 14 . N° IV. I i which 
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which they pafied, was healed in a day. A 
‘ cure was confequently effected in both cafes. 

Since that time both our author and his 
partner, Mr. Ware, have repeated the operation 
on feveral perfons of different ages, and have 
uniformly fucceeded in all. 

After this account of his fuccefs in this way, 
Mr. Wathen proceeds to obviate the objections 
that may be made to this procefs. One is, that 
the tube may move upwards and irritate the fac; 
the other, that it may pafs downwards into the 
nofe, and be either difcharged or infenfibly 
fwaliowed. In both thefe inftances the opera¬ 
tion may be fuppofed to fail. In reply, the 
author obferves, that the tube, if of a proper 
fize and well fixed, can neither afcend nor de- 
fcend, but that even if it fhould chance to rife, 

- it may eafily be put down again by the finger. 
This, he fays, will always be found a prefent 
remedy, and may be repeated as often as there 
fhall be occafion, till the tube has been long 
enough in the du<5t to fecure the continuance 
of the natural paffage; after which it may be 
taken out by incifion, or pufhed downward into 
the nofe by the probe. 

With regard to the other accident to w r hich 
the patient is fuppofed to be liable, Mr. Wathen 

remarks, . 
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remarks, that he has met with only one cafe, in 
which the tube has been difcharged by the nofe, 
whereas he has known feveral, in which a plumi- 
met, or leathern bougie, has pafied that way; 
and yet not a fingle indance has occurred to 
him in which either the plummet, tent, or tube 
has been fwallowed. But fhould the latter cir- 
cumdance happen, as the metals, of which thefe 
tubes are compofed, are not in the lead hurtful, 
the quantity ufed in them fmall, and they are 
well polilhed, he thinks it impofiible that any 
harm fhould enfue. He further adds, that the 
tube, although it fhould fail of its original de^ 
fign, as an artificial dudt, appears dill to be 
much more certain in its effeft, and upon every 
account greatly preferable to the leaden tent or 
bougie; as it may remain longer, with lefs in¬ 
convenience, than either of thofe fubdances 
within the lachrymal du< 5 t. 

Mr. Wathen concludes his performance with 
a particular account of the cafe in which the 
tube pafled through the nofe. The patient was 
a young man, 22 years of age, who had been 
afflidted with the diforder from early infancy, 
and had nearly lod the fight of one eye in con¬ 
fluence of repeated inflammations, which the 
fidula had occafioned. The common mode of 

I i 2 treating 
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treating the diforder, by the introduction of 4 
bougie, had been tried without effeCt, Our au¬ 
thor paflfed the tube into the duCt with great 
pafe, and the patient continued well for about 
a fortnight, but at the end of that time the tube 
rofe in the duft, This was remedied, for a 
time, by prefling the tube down with the finger, 
but it was not long before the coqrfe of the 
tears was again obftru&ed, though the inftru- 
ment did not rife at all. RecolleCting that it 
had paflfed into the duCt with great eafe, and 
that indeed of rifing, it might now be funk too 
low, Mr. Wathen made a fecond opening into 
the. fac in order to remove it; and accordingly, 

on examination he found it was far advanced in 

•• 

the du& towards the nofe. The patient dif- 
charged this tube into his handkerchief, and a 
fecond tube being introduced, particular atten¬ 
tion was given that it might fit the duCt more 
exaCtly than the former one had done. The 
tears immediately refumed their natural courfe, 
gnd continued to pafs freely through the tube 
for a confiderable time, but at length this fecond 
tube came out on blowing the nofe. This cin? 
cumftance the author aferibes to the enlargement 
of the natural palfage, on its being perfeCtiy 
healed, as the patient has remained. perfectly 
free from his complaint ever fince. 
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SECTION II. 

t • 

Essays and Observations, 

J. Some remarks on the Remitting fevers of the Weft 
Indies. By Dennis Ryan, M. D. Commu¬ 
nicated in a letter to Dr. Simmons, F. R. S, 
and by him to the Society . Read Sept. 17 th, 

• 1781, 

I T was my intention, on my firft arrival in 
this country, to keep a regular journal of 
every important cafe I Ihould meet with: for I 
was confident that fuch a collection of faCts, 
made without any bias or partiality for any pre¬ 
vailing theory or fpeculations, would be the belt 
means of giving a juft idea of the difeafes of 
this climate*, but the ftate of health I have 
been in, and my having always had too great a 
number of patients under my care, put it out 
jof my power to execute that plan. However, 
^ few detached remarks and obfervations may 
not be altogether unacceptable. It muft be al¬ 
lowed, that for f;me months paft, this ifiand has 
afforded an ample field for medical inquiries. In 
the beginning of laft Auguft about two thoufand 
eight hundred troops arrived here from England. 
Above four hundred of them were fent on fhore 

fick: 
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Tick •, and fo great lias been the mortality 
amongft them for the firft two or three months, 
that of all who, during that time, have been 
fent to the three military hofpitals in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Kingfton, the one half has fcarcely 
recovered. This may appear ftrange to any one 
who is acquainted only with European hofpitals, 
where in general not above one in twenty-five 
dies *. But the caufes of mortality in this in* 
fiance are fufficiently obvious. 

When the troops were firft put on board the 
tranfports, in the ipontfi of March, many of 
them were affe< 5 ted with dyfentery and putrid 
fever. From that time till they were landed 
here, about five months elapled, fo that in this 
fpace the difeafes with which they put to fea, 
became more violent and fatal; and the filia¬ 
tion of men confined fo long on board crowded 
fhips brought on them a variety of fcorbutic 
complaints. Hence many of them died on the 
paflfuge, and a great number of thofe, who were 
landed at Kingfton, were exhaufted with repeated 
attacks of flux and fever. 

Befides this, when we arrived in Kingfton, 


* The Hotel Dieu in Paris is an exception to this, for 
there about one out of fix dies. 
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there were no proper accommodations for the re¬ 
ception of the fick; and it was impoflible to keep 
them from drinking new rum. The very judi¬ 
cious and fimple plan of regimental hofpitals 
recommended by Robert Adair, Efq. infpedor- 
general of hofpitals, was rejected for that of a 
general hofpital: hence the fick were always too 
much crowded together in one place, and feveral 
loft the opportunity of being cured whilft they 
were transferred to the general hofpital, from 
the place where they firft fell fick; but now, 
though late, the propriety of Mr. Adair’s plan 
is feen, and it is adopted. 

To the above caufes may be juflly added the 
pernicious effects of heat in this climate, whicli 
is often intolerable to people in perfed health. 
How far Europeans, labouring under the moll; 
' violent difeafes, may fuffer from this lource, 
you may perhaps be able to form fome idea 
from the few following obfervations. 

The degrees of heat in an hofpital tent at 
Pultney Lodge Green near Kingfton. 


Days. 

Auguft 2 2d 


Hours. 

at 9 A. M. 


Degrees of Fahrenheit’s 
Thermometer. 


92 

95 


12 
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Days. 

Auguft 23d 


- 24th 


- 25th 


T 1 


i- 26th 


27th 


3 °th 

31ft 


at 


at 


at 


at 


at 


at 

at 


Hours. 


Degrees of Fahrenheit's 
Thermometer. 


8 A.M. 

89 

12 - 

95 

1 P.M. 

93 

4 P.M. 

95 

6 A. M. 

75 * 

11 A. M. 

89 

1 P.M. 

, 931 

8 A. M. 

9 ° 

iq A.M. 

93 i 

12 - 

94 

3 f P. M. 

93 

6 A. M. 

77 

1 P.M. 

92* 

1 P.M. 

95 

4 P.M. 

89 

12 - 

95 

10 A. M. 

92 


The thermometer was l'ufpended in the middle 
of the tent, and there was a free admiflion of 
air on all Tides. 

It is juftly obferved, that a man on his firft 

coming to this country muft be often at a lofs 

how 
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firft fent to the hofpital, told me one day that 
he was remarkably drowfy, and could not keep 
himfelf from fleeping. Of this I took no no¬ 
tice. The following day he made the fame 
complaint; but on his informing me, that in 
other refpe&s he was healthy and regular, I 
only told him there was nothing to hinder him 
from indulging his propenfity to deep. But the 
next morning, to my great furprize, I found 
him fpeechlefs, and affedted with ftartings and 
convulfions in his hands and arms, and in a day 
or two after he died. 

On the contrary, in other cafes the patient 
feems to be at once feized with fymptoms of 
' the mod dangerous tendency. Thus I was in¬ 
formed one morning that a foldier, whilft he 
went about attending the fick as orderly man, 
fpoke incoherently, and teemed not to be right 
. in his fenfes; that he was well the day before, 
and that there was no reafon to think that he 
was in liquor. On fending for him, I obferved 
• that he was really, delirious, and every means I 
tried to recover him proved ineffedtual. 

Molt of the fevers which I had occafion to 
treat were remittents, and they were commonly 
attended with bilious vomitings. The moft 
violent inftances of this kind that occurred to 


me. 
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me, were three cafes, which, nearly about the 
fame time, were produced by intoxication. In 
all three the retching and vomiting were fo in* 
ceflant and obftinate, almoft from the very be¬ 
ginning, that nothing would remain on the fto- 
mach; and when they fwallowed any thing, 
they were feized with the mod violent fpafms 
and convulfions. The whole body was agitated 
by thefe, for about the fpace of a minute, and 
particularly the neck and face: and death foon 
put an end to the fcene. I remember that two 
of thefe patients were fent from the cook-room, 
where, whilft I attended Pultney Lodge hofpi- 
tal, two or three were every week feized with 
fevers i and the foldiers, who were obliged to 
go every day to Kingfton for provisions for the 
lick, in general fared no better: which Ihould 
be a caution to the commanders of regiments in 
the W«ft Indies, always to employ negroes to 
drefs the provifions for the fick, and undergo 
every other drudgery that attends an hofpital. 

It is almoft unnecefiary to obferve, that the 
method of treating fevers in Europe will by no 
means fuit this climate. There is in general an 
indication to difeharge bile from the fyftem*, 
and hence the ufe of emetics might feem to be 
indicated j but in many cafes they are not only 

K k 2 im- 
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proper, but highly dangerous; for by increafing 
the retching and vomiting which are already 
prefent, they often render it altogether impofli- 

ble for the ftorruch to retain the medicines, 
which are abfolutely necefiary to be employed. 
Hence it becomes an objecl to evacuate the bile 
by the lnteftines. And where the ftamach is not 
too irritable, and the retching not fevere, tartar 
emetic in fmall doles will promote a tendency 
this way, befides its good efFedts in determining 
to the furface, and bringing on a remifiion; 
but in general other laxatives are necefiary. 

Though I have had upwards of three hun¬ 
dred cafes under my care, fince my arrival here, 
I have not lb much as once had recourfe to the 
lancet. So great was the tendency to proftra- 
tion of ftrength and putrefaftion, that I confidered 
not only as nnnecefiary, but even dangerous. 
The moft robuft patients that I had, recovered 
very well without it; nor can I recoiled!: more 
than one fingle cafe, the fymptoms of which 

towards the end gave me rcafon to think that 

. 

fome blood might have been taken away with 
advantage in the commencement of the fever. 
Dr. Gawley, who attended another of the mili¬ 
tary holp.tals near Kingfton, informed me that 
}ie leldom or never had reepurfe to venaefedtion, 

and 
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and that moft of the patients who were then 
affe&ed with the yellow fever, were fuch as, 
previous to their being lent to the general hof- 
pital, had been blooded by other pra&itioners. 

I do not however mean to infmuate, that in 
the Weft India fevers bleeding is totally to be 
exploded. My obfervations apply wholly to 
men who had been harrafled with a variety of 
hardfhips during a tedious pafiage from Europe, 
and expofed to feveral inconveniencies after their 
landing. Their fituation was particular, and 
required a particular mode of treatment. When 
perfons of full, plethoric, and ftrong habits are 
attacked with fymptoms of a violent fever, 
bleeding is abfolutely necefTary; but it is al¬ 
ways to be ufed with great caution, and feldom 
after the fecond day from the beginning of the 
fever. 

As foon as the remiftion takes place, all our 
hopes muft concur in the liberal ufe of bark 
and wine. It is even frequently dangerous to 
wait for the remiflion; and I have fometimes 

1 

thought that great advantage was derived from 
giving a deco&ion of the bark, with fome fpi- 
ritus mindereri, or a fmall quantity of tartar 
emetic, whilft the fever was prefent, and, when 
it had ceafed, the bark in fubftance. Camphire 

is 
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is likewife exceedingly proper and ufcful, both 
as an antifpafmodic and antifeptic. 

But, upon the whole, it is impoffible to lay 
down any general rules which will apply in 
every cafe* and it requires the greatcft exer¬ 
tion of judgment and attention, in order to 
adopt fuch meafures as the cincumftances of 
each particular cafe may require. 

I beg leave to fend you the following cafes, 
as they may fervc to illuftrate fome of the ob- 
fervations which I have made above, and afford 
a fpecimen of the active pra&ice, which, in my 
opinion, is often neceffary to be adopted in this 
country, where the rapid progrefs of the difeafe 
calls at once for all the efforts of art to refcue 
the patient from impending death. 

CASE I. Odlober 21ft. at 4 P. M. 

William Wright, aged 30, was feized two 
hours ago with coldnefs and fhivering, which 
were followed by fome heat. At prefent he is 
in a cold fweat, and his pulfe is fo low, that 
the pulfations can fcarcely be perceived; his 
hands and feet feel cold; he complains of grip* 
ing pains in his abdomen, and has had two or 
three ftools, which were fomewhac bloody, and 
frequently vomited bile fince this attack began. 
He was fo well this morning, that, at his own 

defire. 
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dcfire, he was appointed orderly-man to attend 
the Tick*, but he now fays that he had a flight 
a^ueifh fit laft night, and another the night 
before, and that he concealed them, expe&ing 
that they would ceafe without any remedy. 

Capiat omni femihora pulveris corticis Peru- 
viani draehmam unam, cum vini uncia unica. 

Injiciatur ftatim enema ex aqua tepida, et 
foyeatur abdomen calida infuflone florum 
chatraemelorum. Proinde, applicetur vefica- 
torium inter fcapulas, et, liquoris limo- 

nade difli, vini, partes aequales, utatur hac 
miftura pro potu communi, fed tepida fiat. 

22d—He took fix drachms of bark with wine 
yefterday evening, after which he fell afleep, and 
flept till about eleven at night-, fince that time 
he has taken nine drachms of bark, and drank 
a quart of wine and lemonade. The blifter was 
applied, and had the defired effect. When he 
began to fleep laft night his extremities gradually / 

grew warm, and a general profufe fweat eniued. 

At prefent he feels no uneafinefs or pain in his 
abdomen. This morning he had two copious 
ftools of a greenifti colour; fkin cool; pulfe 
quick and fmall; tongue clean; he complains 
of thirft; has vomited twice this morning. 

Capiat 
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Capiat fmgulis horis pulveris corticis Periivi- 
ani drachmam unam cum vino, ut antea. 
Repetatur potus communis heri prefcriptus 
pro re nata. 

23d—He has taken two ounces of bark fince 
yefterday, and had five or fix ftools without 
much pain or griping; pulfe about So and 
pretty full; thirftlefs. t 

Capiat pulveris corticis Peruviani drachmam 
fecunda quaque hora; et habeat indies vini' 
libram unam. 

24th—Continues to recover. 

Capiat pulveris corticis Peruviani femunciam 
indies tantummodo. , r . 

• ■ *' ' j „ ,, 

Free from complaints.—Ir.termittantur medi- 
camenta. 

About the middle of, September I had a pa¬ 
tient, who, after labouring for three days under 
a continued fever, was feized with very nearly 
the fame fymptoms that are defcribed in the 
above cafe, but he was affe6ted with frequent 
bloody ftools. However, I ordered him the 
bark and wine in the fame manner; the bloody 
ftools foon ceafed, and he recovered, though 
eight and forty hours elapfed before his hands 
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CASE II. O&ober 27th. 

John Perkinhorn, aged 52, complains of a 
great weaknefs and head-ach, with gripes and 
loofenefs. The day before yefterday he had a 
fit of the ague. He has been in the hofpital ten 
weeks for a variety of complaints, from which 
of late he has been recovering. 

Capiat vefperi pulverem emeticum. 

28th—--Is better in every refpeft. 

Capiat indies pulveris corticis Peruviani femun- 
ciam et pilulam anodynam vefperi fi alvus 
lax a fuerit. 

November 2d—He had the ague yefterday; 
takes his bark; ftaggers much when he fits up, 
and has tremulous motions in his hands and 
arms; Ikin hot; pulfe quick. 

$ Julapii camphorati uncias fex, 

Spiritus Mindereri uncias duas. M. 

Capiat unciam fingulis horis. Applicetur ve- 
ficatorium dorfo. 

Capiat etiam pulveris corticis Peruviani drach- 
mam unam fingulis horis, fed alternatim 
cum miftura fupra praricripta. 

3d—Took his medicines regularly, and his 
blifter rofe well; convulfivemorions gone; ikin 
cool; pulfe regular; belly natural. 

L 1 
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Capiat pulveris corticis Peruviani drachmam 
fingulis horis, cum vini uncia una—inter- 
mittatur miftura cum camphora. 

4th—He has taken twelve drachms of bark 
fince yefterday morning; is again fubjedt to the 
daggering and convulfive motions, and can 
make no anfwer when fpoken to; tongue dry and 
parched; pulfe ftrong and quick; heat greater 
than natural; had two (tools laft night, and an 
involuntary one this morning. 

Continuentur cortex et vinum; et capiat fingulis 
horis julapii camphorati femunciam; capiat 
etiam hauftum fequentem vefperi. 

gi Tindt. Thebaicae guttas triginta, 

-Japonicas drachmas duas. 

Aquas menttae unciam unam, 

-fontanas uncias tres, 

Syrupi fimplicis quantum fufficit. 

Mifce ut fiat hauftus. 

5th—— Has taken his medicines regularly, and 
flept well laft night; the convulfive motions 
have altnoft ceafed, and he can make diftindt 
anfwers; has called for the bed-pan twice this 
morning; heat natural; pulfe about 80; tongue 
moift. 

Continuentur julapium camphoratum et cor-' 
tex; habeat indies vini libras duas. 


6th— 
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6th—Has taken an ounce of bark fince yefter-, 
day, and the camphorated julap; has had about 
ten loofe ftools fince yefterday evening; pulfe 
about 70; heat natural; tongue dry. 

Continuentur medicamenta ut heri; fed repe- 
tatur hauftus anodynus lupra praefcriptus. 
yth—Has taken an ounce of bark fince yeller- 
day; has had but two ftools fince laft night; 
pulfe full, and about 70; tongue clean and moift. 
Continuentur medicamenta ut antea. 

8th—Seems to recover.—Intermittatur jula- 
pium campharatum, continuentur czetera. 

11 th—Complains of nothing but weaknefs. 

Intermittatur cortex; habeat indies vini librari} 
unam. 

Jamaica, 

Dec. 12th, 1781. 


II. Remarks on the nature and treatment of In- 
termittentSy as they occurred at Hampftead in 
the fpring of 1781. Extracted from a letter 
addrejfed to the Society by Mr. Thomas Hayes, 
furgeon at Hampftead. Read October 8, 1781, 

A BOUT the beginning of January 1781, 
the meafies were very rife in Hampftead j 
and its environs. In the greater number of 
Cafes they ended in very troublefome intermit- 

b 1 2 tents, 
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tents, that gave way only to bleeding, and an 
antiphlogiftic treatment; the bark, when ad- 
miniftered, having been generally found to do 
harm. 

Thefe mealies continued to appear in different 
parts of the neighbourhood till the month of 
June, when the nature of the difeafe feemed to 
be materially changed ; for after a purge or two 
the bark generally fucceeded, while bleeding 
had uniformly a bad effeft. 

In the month of February a great number of 
children and adults were attacked with all thq 
fymptoms of common jntermittents, but the 
liver feemed to be more than ordinarily affe&ed. 
Such as were athletic were ufually feized with 
uncommon violence, having 3 ftfong pulfe, 
accompanied with delirium, erratic pains in the 
region of the liver, cheft, fhoulders, &x. 

Great marks of plethora appeared ifl the 
greater number of the patients, and evident 
fymptoms of inflammatory diathefis pointed out 
bleeding as the firft remedy to be employed. 
I had generally obferved, that vernal agues were 
relieved by it, whilft it almoft always did harm 
in autumnal ones; but now, much to my fur-r 
prize, it very feldom was attended with advan¬ 
tage; and a 1'econd bleeding evidently prolonged 

the 
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the difeafe, as I frequently remarked in thofe 
patients who had applied to country bleeders 
and repeated that operation before they had 
other affiftance. The blood taken away was 
not very fizy; but the crafiamentum was blacker 
than ufual, and the ferum more yellow and vifcid 
than common. A vomit was always given, and 
fometimes repeated j the faline mixture, joined 
with emetic partar, and a purge were interpofed 
till the intermiffions were perfect and diflindt, that 
the bark might be given with fafety and benefit, 
a caution always to be attended to before it is 
adminiftered. Notwithflanding all this care, 
double, nay, treble the ufual quantity of bark, 
given in a variety of forms, did not remove the 
difeafe, or prevent a return of it: myrrh, fnake- 
root, &c. were joined to it, but with no better 
fuccefs. If it flopped for a week or two, it 
returned, though the bark was continued. 

Finding that thefe difficulties were pretty ge¬ 
neral, I adopted the following mode of treatment, 
which, though it has not the claim of' novelty to 
recommend it, will perhaps not be deemed un- 
^worthy the attention of the Society on account 
of the fuccefs that attended it. Several of my 
friends to whom I recommended it, found it 
equally efficacious. 


I began 



I began by giving an emetic of ipecacoanha 
and emetic tartar in the evening, which was 
repeated if neceflary a few days after. If the 
difeafe was accompanied with great marks of 
plethora, or inflammatory diathefis, I took away 
a few ounces of blood ; but the number of pa¬ 
tients who required this evacuation was very 
fmall, and I do not recoiled a Angle cafe in 
which I had occafion to repeat it. After the 
emetic I prcfcribed half a drachm of fal Poly- 
chreft to be taken night and morning for a week 
or ten days, and if the fever was high, the 
patients took three or four fpoonfuls of a faline 
mixture with calx of antimony feveral times a 
day. The fits were fuffered to go on for feveral 
days. In fome the fever afiumed the type of 
a quotidian, in others that of a tertian, or dou¬ 
ble tertian. By purfuing this method the fits 
became gradually lels, and the general health 
of the patient got better, and often well with¬ 
out any other remedy. Several had recourle to 
a decodion of bark with elixir of vitriol, and 
the ufe of a chalybeate fpring, of which we have 
a remarkable good one at this place, and obr 
tained perfed health. 

But fome patients, who had negleded them- 
felves in the beginning, or taken the bark pre¬ 
maturely, 
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maturely, got into a train of ill health from 
obftru&ed vifeera, &c. and were obliged to 
have recourfe to more active medicines, of 
which none fucceeded fo well as crude quick- 
filver carefully triturated with mucilage of gum 
arabic, and given in dofes of ten, fifteen, or 
twenty grains night and morning, the patient 
drinking after ^ach dofe a quarter of a pint of 
a ftrong deco&ion of Taraxacum, in which was 
difiblved a drachm of foluble tartar. The dofe of 
the latter was diminilhed if the medicine purged 
the patient; this method was purfuedfor a week 
or ten days, after which the following pills gene¬ 
rally completed a cure in a fhort time: 

# Aloes, focot. 

Gum. ammoniac. 

- myrrh. 

Calc, antimon. illot. 

Sapon. venet. a a ^j. 

Ol. chamsem. chym. gutt. xx. 

Extratt. gentian, q. f. ut fiat mafia, ex 
cujus fingulis drachmis formentur pilulae xij. 

Of thefe pills the patient took two, three, or 
four twice or three times a day, walking down 
each dofe with four ounces of an infufion of 
centaury or chamomile dowers. 

Hampflcad , 

Sept. 8th, 178J. 


SECTION 
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SECTION III. 

Medical and Philosophical News. 


T HE Society of Arts and Sciences at 
Utrecht have propofed the following 
queftion for a prize of thirty ducats: “ Is the 
planting of trees in great towns and their en¬ 
virons falutary, or hurtful to the health of the 
inhabitants; Do their exhalations purify or cor¬ 
rupt the air; and what fpecies of trees do the 
moft, or the leafl: good or harm ? The diflferta- 
tionsareto be fentto M. Van-Haeftcn, Secre¬ 
tary to the Society, before the ift of December 
1782. 


A man, who was bit by a mad dog in the 
lip May 28, 1781, was attacked June 13th 
with the ufual fymptoms of hydrophobia. He 
was carried to the Hotel Dieu at Paris June 
15th, where he died the fame day. After his 
death the whole courfe of the vertebral canal 
was carefully infpe&ed, and the membranes 
appeared to be in an inflamed ftate. This was 
done at the requeft of Dr. Salin, a phyfician 
at Paris, who is of opinion, that in hydro¬ 
phobia the medulla fpinalis is the principal feat 
of the difeafe. 


The 
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The fenate of Venice have lately founded art 
Academy of Sciences at Padua. This city, 
Vhich has long been famous for its univerfity, 
had likewife two academies ; that of the Ricov- 
rati for the belles lettres , which was of long 
(landing, and that of agriculture, which was 
of a more recent date. Both thefe inftitutions 
have been fupprefied in favour of the new aca¬ 
demy; . 


The bark of the ‘Daphne Laurcola> or /purge 
laurel , macerated in vinegar and applied to the 
(kin, has of late been much employed in France 
and fome other parts of Europe in cafes where 

the ufe of iffues has been indicated. This acrid 

% 

fubftance foon inflames and excoriates the fkin, 
and if occafionally renewed keeps up a very 
copious difcharge. In the Trartfa&ions of the 
Academy of Sciences at Mentz for 1780, Dr. 
Rumpel recommends for a fimilar purpofc the 
bark of Mezereon, which is another plant of the 

.1 

fame genus. Fie relates feveral cafes of ophthal¬ 
mia, rheumatifm, epilepfy,' &c. in which it 
proved efficacious, when applied in the man¬ 
ner above defcribed. 
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M. Dombay, an ingenious French botanift, 
who has been employed in Peru ever fince the 
year 1777, for the purpofe of colledting the plants 
and other natural produdtions of that country, 
has fent home fpecimens of a vegetable wool* 
which is fhorter than that of the Lamas, but of 
the fame colour. It is produced by a fpecies of 
Caftus Spinofus L. He has like wife analyfed 
the Thermal waters at Ceuchin near the Andes. 
When he wrote laft to his friends in Europe, 
he was on the point of fetting out on a botanic 
expedition to the fource of the river of Amazons* 
where he expedted to meet with the tree that 
produces the elaftic gum. Although the coun¬ 
try round Lima is parched for want of rain, he 
has fent to the King of Spain three hundred 
coloured drawings of plants colledfed in that 
neighbourhood, many of which will be new to 
European botanifts. 


The Academy of St. Peterfburgh have given 
a premium to M. Kratzenftein, profeffor of 
chemifbry at Copenhagen, for his very inge¬ 
nious invention of a wind inftrument that imi¬ 
tates diftindtly the found of the vowels, and 
even fome articulate founds. 


At 
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At a general meeting of the phyficians, fur- 
geons, and apothecaries of Liverpool on the 
2d of Odtober, it was unanimoufly refolved to 
recommend General Inoculation at Rated periods 
to the inhabitants of that town. Among other 
reafons for this benevolent propofal, it was ob- 
ferved, that the natural fmall pox has proved 
fatal to more than one in five of all the children 
born in Liverpool, according to the obfervations 
of a phyfician of great eminence, lately an 
inhabitant of that place, and that plans of ge¬ 
neral inoculation have lately been fuccefsfully 
executed at Chefter and Leeds. 


On Monday the ill of October the Royal 
College of Phyficians held their annual meet¬ 
ing for the choice of a Prefident and other 

v. 

officers, when the following gentlemen were 

• ; x i • . i, 

elected: 

Dr. William Pitcairn, Prefident, 

Dr. Robert Thomlinfon, 'Treofurer. 

‘Sir Noah Thomas, Knt. ', 

Dr. William Cadogan, 

Sir Richard Jebb, Bart. C en f ors * 

Dr. Donald Monro, 

Dr. Henry Revell Reynolds, Rtgijler. 

M m 2 P R CN* 
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PROMOTIONS. 

Dr. James Harvey to be a Candidate, and 
Dr. William Keir and Dr. William Paine to be 

Licentiates of the College of Phyficians, Lon- 

. • ■ 

don. 

ORober 23. Mr. Alexander Lindfay to be fur- 
geon to the Royal Irifh regiment of artillery. 


deaths. 

Lately, at Dublin, Mr- Alexander Cunning¬ 
ham, fenior furgeon to the Meath Hofpital in 
that city. He had juft finiftied the operation of 
lithotomy on a patient in the hofpital, and ex¬ 
tracted a ftone of unufual bulk, when he fell 
fuddenly dead at the feet of his friends, whp 
were complimenting him with great eagcrnefs 
on his dexterity. 

Sept. 1. At Old Melrofe, Roxburghfhir?, 
Dr. John Caverhill, member of the College of 
Phyficians, London, F. R. S. and author of 
the following works: “ Observations on the 
« Knowledge of the Ancients in the Eaft In- 
“ dies.”* Phil. Tranf. vol. lvii. -“,A Treadle 
« on the Caule and Cure of the Gout.”' 8vo. 
London, 1769. “ Experiments on the Caufcs 

“ of 



« of Heat in living Animals.” 8vo. ib. 177Q. 
« A Dilfertation on Nervous Ganglions anji 
“ Nervous Plexus.” 8vo. ibid. 1772. 

Sept. 10th. Suddenly, of the gout in his ftap 
mach, Mr. William Cooper, furgeon to the 

Infirmary at Shrewfbury.-17th. At South 

End, near Dagenham, Efiex, Dr. John Letch, 

F. R. and A. S.-18th. At Llanfylling, Mont- 

gomeryfhire, Mr. Davies, furgeon and apothe¬ 
cary. —28th. At Holland, in Lancalhire, Rich¬ 
ard Meyrick, M. D. 

OSiober 9th. At Nottingham, Mr. Edward 

Merry, apothecary.-10th. In Ludgate-flreet, 

London, Mr. Alexander Dalmahoy, member 

of the Company of Apothecaries.--12th. In 

Charles-flreet, St. James’s Square, Dr. Thomas 
Brooke, fellow of the Royal College of Phy- 
ficians, and phyfician to St. Luke’s Hofpital, 


SECTION IV. 
Monthly Catalogue. 


l. r T~'HE Medical Pocket Book. Contain- 
X ing a (bore but plain account of the 
fymptoms, caufes, and methods of cure of the 
difeafes incident to the human body i including 

fuch 
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jfuch as require furgical treatment: together with 
the virtues and dofes of medicinal compofitions 
and fimples. Extracted from the beft authors, 
and digefted into alphabetical order. By John 
Elliott, M. D. i2mo. Jobnfon , London, 1781. 

136 pages. 2s. 

This compendium will be ufeful to medical 
praditioners in general, either by aflifting their 
memory in matters already known, or by afford¬ 
ing information to thofe who have not leifure 
or opportunity to confult larger works. As a 
fpecimen of the author’s manner, we fhall ex- 
trad his account of the ague: 

“ Symptoms. The fit begins with cold (hi- 

1 , 

verings-, a fmall quick pulfe •, pain in the back 
and head j naufea. To thefe fucceed great heat 
and fever, which terminate in fweats. The 
urine during the fit, pale, clear, and without 
fediment; but in the interval, turbid, with a 
copious fediment of a reddilh colour. 

In the Quotidian ague the fit returns once in 

* . - • 

a day. 

In the y' 'ertian , every other day. 

In the Quartan, the intermiflion is of two. 
whole days. 

Treatment. Firft give an emetic, and after¬ 
wards a gentle cathartic. If the intermifiions are 

not 


1 


1 
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not regular, {aline febrifuges fhould be admi- 
niftered till that obje&ion is removed; then give 
the bark, in fubftance 3j* every two hours 
during the intermifllon, adding tinft. theb. or 
'other aftringent if it runs off by (tool. If the 
ftomach will not bear the powder, give it in 
decodtiort, infufion, or the extract in pills. Pulv. 
fl. chamaem. chalybs. rad. ferp. virg. elix. vitr, 
acid, or the like, may be added according to 
circumftances. The repetitions may be lef$ 
frequent after the fit has been miffed once or 
twice. Vitr. caerul. gr. ff. diffolved in £j. of 
proof fpirit, and given before the fit, has fuc- 
ceeded in fome defperate cafes.” 

2. A Philofophical and Experimental Enquiry 
into the firft and general principles of animal 
and vegetable life: likewife into atmofpherical 
air, with a minute inveftigation of the differ¬ 
ent fecondary principles attendant upon each: 
viz. animal heat,‘ fanguification, animal moif- 
ture, age, temperament, &c. &:c. &c. with a 
refutation of Dr. Prieftley’s do< 5 trine of air; 
proving by experiment, that the breathing of 
animals, putrefa&ion. See. do not phlogifticate, 
but dephlogifticate the air; and that the office 
of that effential organ, the lungs, is not to dif- 
charge phlogifton to the air, but to receive it 

from 
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from the air. By Robert Harrington , of the 
Corporation of Surgeons, London. 8vo. Cadell, 
London, 1781. 402 pages. 

3. Prefens de Flore ,a la Nation Franfoife, 
pour les alimens, les medicamens, l’ornement. 
Part veterinaire, les arts & metiers; ou traite hiF 
toriquc des plantes qui fe trouvent naturellement, 
dans les differentes provinces du Royaume, 
rangees fiiivant le fyfteme de M. le Chevalier de 
Linne, avec tous les details qui les concerrient: 
par M. Bucboz , medecin de Monlieur, Szc. 
i. e. Prefents of Flora to the French nation, 
for aliment, medicine, ornament, the treatment 
of cattle, arts, and trade; or an hiftorical trea- 
tife of the plants that are found in the different 
provinces of the kingdom, arranged according 
to the Linnasan fyflem, with all the particulars 
that relate to them. By M. Buchoz , phyfician to 
Monfieur, &c. 4to. vol i. Paris, 1780. 208 
pages. 

4. Obfervations fur la nature, les caufes, et le 
traitement de la fievre lente ou he&icque. Par 
M. Fournier , Doifteur en medecine de la faculte 
de Montpellier, de la Societe Royale des Sciences* 
medecin des Etats Generaux du Duche du 
Bourgogne, i. e . Obfervations on the nature* 

caufes. 
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catifes and treatment of the hedtic or flow feve*.' 
By M. Fournier , M. D. of the faculty of Mont¬ 
pellier, of the Royal Society of Sciences, phy- 
fician to the States General of the Dutchy of 
Burgundy, &c. 8vo. Dijort, 1781. 215 pages.' 

The author of this work profefies to give it 
as the relult of fixty years experience. It is 
divided into two parts, each of \frhich is fubdi- 
vided into chapters. In the flrft chapter of the 
firft part he points out the nature, diagnofis; 
and prognofis of the hedtic fever, of which he 
diftinguifhes two fpecies. One of thefe, which 
he calls idiopathic, he fuppofes to be owing to 
a general depravity of the fluids. The other he 
ftiles fecondary, or fymptomatic, becaufe it ac¬ 
companies all internal, and fometimes even ex¬ 
ternal fuppurations. The proximate caufe of 
both thefe fpecies, he afcribes to an obftrudtion of 
what he calls vaijfeaux neuro-lymphatiques, neuro¬ 
lymphatic vefiels. The explanation of this An¬ 
gular theory employs his lecond chapter, in 
which we meet with a great deal of unintelli¬ 
gible matter. In the third he defcribes the 
fymptoms of the three ftages of hedlic fever. 

The ieCond part of the work is allotted to 
the treatment of this fever. M. Fournier docs 
not undertake to treat of every fpecies, but 
Vo l. It. N D IV. N n ' con- 
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confines himfelf chiefly to the pulmonary hedtic, 
to that which is produced by corrofive poifon- 
ous fubftances taken internally, and laftly to 
the venereal hedtic. 

He defcribes the effedts of feveral poifonous 
medicines adminiftered by quacks. He makes 
mention of an empiric, named Troublot, who 
tiled to cure intermittents by a pill, the bafis of 
which was arfenic. Almoft all his patients died 
hedtic a few months after they had been under 
his care. M. Fournier quotes inftances of a 
fimilar effedt from corrofive fublimate given iri 
the venereal difeafe. 

5. Catechifme fur les morts apparentes, dites 
afphyxies, ou inftrudtion fur les manieres de 
combattre les differentes efpeces de marts appa¬ 
rentes, par demandes et par relponfes. Par 
M. Gardane y Dodteur-regent, &c. i. e. Cate- 
chifm on apparent deaths, commonly called af¬ 
phyxies, or an account of the methods of treat¬ 
ment in the different fpecies of apparent deaths 
by queftion and anfwer. By M. Gardane , Doc¬ 
tor-regent of the Faculty of Phyfic at Paris, 
Cenfor Royal and member of the Academies of 
Sciences at Montpellier, Nancy, and Marleilles. 
8vo. Paris, 1781. 116 pages. 

This performance, which is written in a po¬ 
pular 
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pular ftyle, is printed at the expence of govern¬ 
ment. 

6. Introduzione alia medicina pratica, &c. 
u e. Introduction to the practice ofPhyfic, by 
P. A. Gallo , M. D. 8vo. Vezecil, 1779. 

In a preliminary difcourfe the author offers 
fome remarks on the origin of difeafes, the uti¬ 
lity of phyfic, and the education, &c. of phy- 
ficians. The work itfelf is divided into four 
chapters. In the firft the author treats of the 
folids and fluids of the human body, and of the 

c' 

difference of age, fex, See. after which he 
points out the miftakes of phyficians in inflam¬ 
matory, and what he calls lymphatic fevers, and 
then fpeaks of the nature and treatment of epi¬ 
demical difeafes. 

In the fecond chapter Dr. Gallo after treating 
of worm fevers, and their remedies, fpeaks of 
hedtic fever. He aferibes the latter of thefe to 
ia vitiated date of the lymph, or to obftrudtions 
of the mefentery or worms, and is of opinion, 
that the means of cure are chiefly to be fought 
for in regimen. 

The third chapter is allotted to the difeafes 
that are occafioned by fome affedtion of the 
folids, by diverfity of temperament, the paf- 
flons of the mind, the ufe of mercury, different 

N n 2 fpe^ 
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fpecies of gout and inflammation. In the fourth 
and lafb chapter. Dr. Gallo treats of difeafes, 
the caufe of which is fuppofed to exift in the 
fluids. ' 

7. Difcours philofophique fur les trois prin- 
cipes animal, vegetal, & mineral,* ou la clef*du 
fandtuaire philofophique. e. A Philosophical 
difcourfe on the three principles, animal, vege¬ 
table, and mineral j or a key to the philoso¬ 
phical fandtuary. By Sabine Stuart de Chevalier* 
12 mo. Paris, 1781. 2 vols. ' 

An alchemiftical rhapfody. 

8. Diflertatio Inauguralis de Vafls plantarurn 
fpeciatim radicem herbamque adeuntibus. Auq- 
tore Joanne Henrico Daniel Moldenhawer , Regio- 
jnonte Borufio, 4to. Trajedti, ad Viadrum, 1779* 

• . ., v •’* « . . % 1 • 

8 j pages. 

9. Tal om Sjukligheten e faelt. i(. e, A Dif¬ 
courfe on the difeafes of the army, during the 
campaigns in Pomerania from 1752 to 1762, 
read before the Royal Academy of Sciences at 
Stockholm, on quitting the office of Prefident 
of that Society, July -21, 1779. By P. Zet- 
zell, M. D. member of the College of Phyfi- 
cians at Stockholm, and phyflcian to the Swedilh 
army. 4to. Stockholm, 1779. 


This 
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This work appears to be the refult of accyratQ 
and extenfive obfervation. The author defcribes 
the various fituations of the army, and endea¬ 
vours to afcertain the influence of provifions, 
cloathing, weather, and the other caufes that 
concur in producing military difeafes. He ob- 
ferves, that putrid and intermittent fevers, and 
dyfentery, were the moft prevailing difeafes. 
At the beginning of 1759 the troops were at¬ 
tacked in the proportion of one in ten with piK 
trid fever, and of one in thirty with dyfentery. 

In fpeaking of cloathing he obferves, that too 
tight cloathing fometimes occalions fudden death. 
He has feen four foldiers die fuddealy from this 
caufe, and three others who were faved with diffi¬ 
culty. From his journal it appears, that the pro¬ 
portion of fick varied from 1 in 20, to 3 in 11, 
fo that in an army of 30,000 men there will 
upon an average be 2500 fick. He recommends 
fmall hofpitals. ' ’ > 

Dr. Zetzell obferves, that the three firfl years 
of a war ar? mugh more fatal to troops than the 
following ones, and that in Northern climates 
the number of fick is always greater in winter 
and fpring than in fummer and autumn. But 
there is no month—he adds— r- in which in camps 
there are not cafes of chronic rhgumatifm, apo¬ 
plexy. 
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plexy, palfy, epilepfy, phthifis, inflammatory 
colic, hypochondriafis, taenia, lues, &c. He 
has obferved, that intermittents are more rife 
when the cold as well as the moifture is mo¬ 
derate; that too moift an atmofphere produces 
putrid fevers and dyfentery; that periodical 
pains of the head and face are moft prevalent 
when the air is moderately cold and damp, and 
that long continued rains occafion itch, catarrhs, 
dropflcal complaints, afthma, epilepfy, and hy¬ 
pochondriafis. 

The author endeavours to afcertain the parts 
of the body that are the moft frequently wound¬ 
ed in battle. He is convinced that in a battle 
between two armies, compofed of infantry, the 
upper half of the body is the moft in danger, 
and that for two fhot in the belly, three or four 
will be wounded in the neck or breaft, feven in 
the head, ten in the arms and hands, four in 
the hips, five in the legs, one in the knee, and 
two in the feet. 

to. Cours complet d*Agriculture, theorique, 
pratique, economique, et de medecine rurale et 
veterinaire, fuivi d’une methode pour etudier 
Pagriculture par principes; ou Diftionnaire Uni- 
verfel d’Agriculture, par une Societe d’Agricul- 
teurs,. et redige par M. 1 ’Abbe Rozier , Prieur* 

Com- 
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Commcndataire de Nanteuil, membre de plufieurs 
Academies, &c. i. e. A Complete Courfe of 
Agriculture, theoretical, practical, and oeco- , 
domical* and of rural and veterinary phyfic * 
to which is added a rational method of ftudying 
agriculture; or an Univerfal Dictionary of Agri¬ 
culture by a Society of Farmers, arranged by 
the Abbe Rozier, Prior of Nanteuil, and mem¬ 
ber of feverai academies. 4to. Paris, 1781. 
Vol. i. 704 pages. 

Botany, chemiftry, the difeafes of cattle, and 
in fhort every thing that 'relates to rural ceco- 
homy; is very minutely treated of in this work, 
which will probably be very voluminous. This 
jfirft volume includes only part of the letter A, 

' The word Abeille (bee) alone employs 167 pages. 

n. Tentamen Medicum Inaugurate de Viri- 
bus Cordcis Peruviani, ejufque ufu in morbis 
non febrilibtis. AuCtore Joanne Cooke , Anglo, 
Reg. Societ. Medic. Edinburg. Socio. 4to. Lug- 
duni Batavorumi 1781. p. 25. 

12. Memoire Clinique fur les maladies veneri- 
ennes. i. e. A Clinical effay on venereal com¬ 
plaints. 8vo. Paris,, 1780. 308 pages. 

13. Della morte apparente degli annegati. i.e. 

Of the apparent death of drowned perfons. By 

Anthony 
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Anthony Jofeph Tejla. 8vo. Florence, 1786, 
200 pages. . 

The author allows that in certain cafes the 
water penetrates into the lungs of drowned per T 
fons; that refpiration is ftopt, and the blood 
colle&ed in the veffels of the head and thorax*, 
but he denies that death can be brought on by 
thefe caufes, and ferioufly afcribes it to the phlo- 
gifton retained in the lungs, and exerting its ef¬ 
fects on the nervous fyftem. He does not pretend 
to fay how this phlogifton a< 5 ts, but he fuppofes 
that a circulation is kept up, though weakly. 
He confiders the frotH that iflues from tne mouth 
of drowned perfons, and others who die fuffo- 
cated, as being nothing more than air thrown 
Cff from the luhgs, and mixed with the mucus 
of thfe mouth and noftrils, His methods of 
recovery differ not from thofe in general ufe. 

14. Difiertatio Inauguralis Pharmacologica de 
Sternutatoriis. Auflore Francifco Alexaridro Man- 
gin. 4to. Nancy, 1781. 

The author diftinguilhes thofe medicines which 
excite freezing from errhines or fuch as pro¬ 
duce only an incrcafed fecretion of mucus in the 
noftrils. He gives a lift of each. 
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SECTION I. 
BOOKS. 

I. Memorabilia circa Aerem , vita genus ^ fanitatcm 
et Morbos Clauftbalienfium. Auftore L. Fr. 
Benj. Lentin, M. D. et Med. Reg . Met all. 
4to. Gottingse, 1779. p. 144* 

.? 

T HIS work, which feems to be the pro¬ 
duction of a judicious and attentive 
obferver, is divided into three fe&ions. 
In the firft fedtion, the author treats of the non- 
naturals. We are told that Olaulfhal is fituated 

• 1 1 . 

on the Hartz, in a mountainous country, where 
the weather is extremely variable. The winter 
fets in in November with confiderable feverity. 
The fummers are cool, but attended with frequent 
thunder ftorms, and great falls of rain. The in- 
habitants, the greateft part of whom are employed 
Vol. H. N g V. O 0 either 
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cither in the mines or in the founderies, are 
crouded together in fmall, heated apartments. 
Their diet confifts of falted pork, herrings, pud¬ 
dings, milk, cheefe, and pulfe. They are fup- 
plied with pure, wholefome water, but they drink 
freely of brandy, and of very indifferent coffee. 
The miners are expofed to frequent tranfitions 
from heat to cold, &c. which fubjeft them to a 
variety of complaints. Thofe which prevail 
among the founders are the colic of lead and palfy. 
The children, who are made to work very early 
in life and are badly cloathed, are fubjeft to 
orthopnoea, tinea capitis, fcrophula, bronchocele, 
epilepfy, and worms, particularly the taenia. The 
women menftruate irregularly, and are often 
troubled with fluor albus. 

In the fecond fe&ion Dr. Lentin treats of the 
epidemic difeafes of 1774. The fummer, he 
obferves, was cool, fo that the mercury in Fah¬ 
renheit’s thermometer feldom rofe above 66°. 
The winter was unufually cold. The prevailing 
difeafes were putrid and bilious fevers, combined 
more or lefs with rheumatic affettion. Of 779 
patients who were intrufted to his care, 22 died. 
In a table annexed to this part of his work, he 
gives a fummary view of the difeafes that prevailed 
amongft adults and children from 1774 to 1777. 

In 
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In the third and laft iefbion our author fpeaks 
of the fporadic difeafes that occurred during the 
lame period. He informs us that infeveral cafes of 
phthifis, when the lungs were evidently ulcerated, 
he experienced good effects from the oleum petr<e. 
He confirms the truth of an obfervation made 
long ago by Hollerius, that violent pains in the 
calves of the legs, particularly of the right leg, 
may be reckoned among the figns of a difeafed 
liver. 

Dr.Lentin is of opinion, that lepra and elephan- 
tiafis always take their rife from a flight cutaneous 
diforder. He relates the cafe of a miner, who, 
after fitting on the ground in a field during the 
hemorrhoidal flux, wasfeized with a violent itching 
of the fcrotum, which was foon fucceeded by an 
eruption of puftules on different parts of the body, 
but chiefly on the head and genitals. Thefe 
puftules were filled with a corroding ichorous fluid, 
and when the fcabs were fcratched off or died 
away, they left behind them a painful, fpreading 
ulcer. Tar water and warm bathing afforded the 
patient feme little relief, but at length the difeafe 
brought on heftic fever, which proved fatal. 

In the treatment of the colic of lead, Dr. Lentin 
generally found that emetics, antifpafmodics, 
alkaline lalts, and purgatives, proved efficacious. 

O o a Warm 
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Warm bathing and fomentations to the belly were 
of ufe in mitigating the pain, but he feldom ex¬ 
perienced any good effects from opiates. 

He obferves that bronchocele is a frequent 
difeafe in thofe mountainous countries, efpecially 
in women. When the patient has been under 
thirty years of age, he has generally found a certain 
cure in Arnold’s pulvis ad jirumam , given in the 
dofe of a tea-fpoonful three times a day. This 
powder, if we miftake not, is an empirical remedy, 
the compofition of which has not yet been made 
public. 

In fpeaking of the hemorrhoids, the author 
obferves that the exfudatio hamorrhoidalis , as he 
terms it, produces many dilagreeable effefts in 
female patients, by occafioning a morbid irritabi¬ 
lity, and exciting them to manuftrupation. The 
Wifbad waters, neutral falts, bleeding, and a 
milk diet, are recommended as the beft remedies 
in hasmorrhoidal affeftion of the bladder. 

He fpeaks of a cafe of mania, in which the 
extraft of henbane proved of ufe j and towards 
the clofe of the work we meet with an account 
of an emphyfema, produced by a frafture of the 
cartilages of the third and fifth true ribs, from 
which the patient recovered. ‘ 


1 


II. Johan- 
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II. Johannis Razoux, Bottoris MediciNemaufenjis y 
Differtatio EpiJloLiris de Cicutd , StrammontOy 
Hyofcyamoy et Aconito. 8vo. Nifmes, 1780. 
46 pages. 


T HIS differtation is add refled to Baron 
Storck. In the firft fe&ion the author 
relates feveral cafes in proof of the efficacy of 
hemlock. Of thefe cafes fome few were com¬ 
municated to him by his friend Dr. Pons, phy- 
fician at St. Gilles in Languedoc: the relt are 
from his own practice. The following feem to 
be the mod interefting : 

A woman, aged forty years, had for a long 
time been fubjedl to vomitings, which returned fo 
frequently that at length fhe was feldom free from 
them. The efforts to vomit became more and 
more violent •, fhe complained ol a painful op- 
preffion at her ftomach, and her nights were 
fleeplefs. After trying a variety of re redies 
without any good effedl, our author prefcribed 
the extract of hemlock. The patient began with 
finall dofes of this medicine, which fhe increafed 
by degrees. In two months the vomitings ceafed, 
and her digeftion and health were foon perfe&ly 
reftored. 

A young ecclefiaftic, by devoting himfelf too 
clofely to ftudy, loft his appetite, and became 
. Ian- 
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languid and melancholy. After taking a purgative 

s v 

medicine, he was advifed to fwallow hemlock pills 
every morning, and to wa(h them down with a 
tea-cupful of an infufion of the fame plant. At 
the end of ten or twelve days he began to expe¬ 
rience a fenfation of heat at his ftomach, and it 

i 

was not long before he was perfectly recovered. 

A young woman, in her twenty-fifth year, was 
attacked with a fever, which terminated inafcites. 
Her pulfe was fmall and quick, but fomewhat 
tenfe. She voided only a fmall quantity of a 
turbid, high-coloured urine. Her appetite was 
almoft entirely gone, her countenance and ftrength 
funk, and fhe complained of a conftant thlrft. 
Diuretics and purgatives having been employed 
in a variety of forms without affording her any 
apparent relief, the author had recourfe to the 
extradt of hemlock, interpofing a purge every 
fifth or fixth day. After purluing this courfe 
about two months, the patient began to difcharge 
a great quantity of urine, her belly leffened, and 
in a fhort time fhe found herfelf well. 

. Dr. Razoux likewife makes mention of a cafe 
of jaundice, accompanied with an enlargement of 
the fpleen, in a woman thirty years old, whofe 
menfes had been fupprefied three years ; and of 
a man afflidled with rheumaufm, and feveral fiftu- 
. - lous 
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lous ulcers: both thefe patients were cured by 
hemlock* 

In the fecontl feftion the author treats of the 
effe&s of ftrammonium. He relates only a fingle 
cafe in which a cure was effected by this medicine. 
The patient was a young man, aged twenty-two 
years, who had been four years fubjeft to epilepfy. 
The fits at the beginning returned only once a 
month*, but afterwards once, twice, and even 
thrice a week. The convulfions were irregular 
and frequent. In other refpetts the patient was 
well *, his pulfe and appetite were good, and his 
fleep tranquil. Several remedies had been tried 
without fuccefs. The author began by prefcribing 

I 

half a grain of the extraft of ftrammonium twice 
a day, and gradually increafed the dofe till the 
patient took two grains a day. The fits foon 
became lefs frequent, and at length were entirely 
removed. Dr. Razoux acknowledges, that in 
feveral other cafes in which he tried this remedy, 
it did not prove equally fuccefsful, which he 
fappofes to have been in fome meafure owing to 
the irregularity of the patients, or the obftinacy 
of the dtfeafe. 

The external ufe of the leaves of hyofeyamus 
has long been known, but this plant tvas feldom 
afdminiftered internally before Storck ventured to 

pre- 
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prefcribe it.—Dr. Razoux aflerts, that the extra# 
of henbane is grateful to the nervous fyftem, 
allays pain, ftrengthens the ftomach, induces 
fleep, and is a powerful antifpafmodic. One of 
his patients, a man forty years of age, made ufe 
of the frefh leaves of henbane as a topical appli¬ 
cation to a painful fwelling. A maid-fervant in 
preparing fome broth for him, by miftake mixed 
fome of thefe leaves with other herbs. The pa¬ 
tient was immediately feized with a fenfe of cold- 
nefs. He was unable to ftir, and his pulfe could 
hardly be felt. He complained of a painful 
fenfation of heat in his throat and fauces, and his 
vifion was extremely confufed. A weaknefs of 
fight lafted even a month after his recovery. He 
pronounced his words with difficulty, and his 
memory feemed to have fuffered •, but he did not 
lofe his underftanding •, neither was he convulfed. 
An emetic, diluting liquors, and purgative medi¬ 
cines, foon removed thele alarming fymptoms; 
after which, by the advice of our author, the 
patient took fmall dofes of the extra# of henbane, 
which compleated the cure; fo that this medicine, 
as he obferves, employed with prudence, ferved 
to remove the very evils it had occafioned. This 
is the only inftance he gives of its good effects. 

We fhall content ourfelves with noticing the 

laft 
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laft of three cafes related in the fourth fedion, to 
prove the efficacy of the extratt. aconit. prepared 
with fugar, two grains of which contain half a 
grain of the aconitum. The patient, who was a 
woman fifty years of age, after having been for 
feveral months fubjed to rheumatifm, was attack¬ 
ed with an acute fever, which yielded to venaefec- 
tion, purges, and other remedies; but foon after¬ 
wards the pains returned with increafed violence. 
At this period of the difeafe our author began with 
giving her two grains of the extrad once a day. 
In ten days the pains were diminiffied, but the 
patient had had no evacuation by fweat or other- 
wife. On the twelfth her belly became tenfe and 
painful. The ufe of the extrad was fufpended, 
till thefe fymptoms were removed by proper 
evacuations, when ffie returned again to the 
aconitum, which in feven or eight days brought 
on the fame bowel complaints as before, but they 
foon yielded to the former remedies. After this 
Ihe was able to continue the ufe of the extrad for 
a month without any inconvenience, and at the 
end of that time the rheumatic fymptoms were 
entirely removed* 

The fifth and laft fedion relates to the colchicum. 
The author informs us that his experiments with 
this medicine are not yet fufficiently numerous to 
Vol. II. N° V. P p enable 
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enable him to fpeak deciftvely of its efficacy. Of 
throe dropfical patients tp whom he;admimftered 
it, only one obtained a cure by it j but its effects 
in the other two cafes proved it to be a,powerful 
diuretic. 


III. Obfervations on the difeafes. which appeared in 
the arm at St. Lucia in 177& and 1779. To 
which are prefixed remarks , calculated to aj/ifi in. 
explaining the treatment of tbofe aifeajes. With 
an appendix , containing a Jhcrt add-refs to military 
gentleman on the means of preferving health in the, 
Weft Indies. By John Rollo. Small 8vo. Bar* 
be.does printed ■, London reprinted . by C. Dilly, 
1781. 160 pages, zs. 

T his work ccnfifts of two parts, each of 
which is fubdivided into chapters and lec¬ 
tions. The am hpr begins with agener.il defeription 
of the lfland, to which he adds a particular account 
of the different places in it which may occafionally 
be occupied by an army. 

_ , • 1 > • 

The ifland, we are told, seprefents a .portion 
of ground, on 'hich are. every, where placed 
perfeft and imperfect cones of irregular, height?* 
leaving in fome parts a.confiderable flat, in many 

other s 
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others deep rallies covered with a ftagnating 
water, impenetrable woods and poifonous ihrubs, 
and generally the refort of noxious animals. The 
feafons are much the fame here as in the o her 
Caribbee iflands; but the rainy periods continue * 
longer, and appear in different times. The par¬ 
ticular rainy feafon begins about the end of June, 
and continues feveral months. In the winter the 
mornings and evenings are chilly ‘ m the furnmer 
months hot and fultry. May and June, the 
author informs us, were exceedingly hot and Iff- 
agreeable, efpecially when there was little wind, 
and in thele months infefts of the moil troublefome 
kind over-run every place. 

The winds generally blow from the N, E. to 
the S. E. feldom varying to the weftward. About 
the latter erid of July, but more certainly in 
Auguft and September, the winds blow very 
feverely, fometinles forming a hurricane. Earth¬ 
quakes are now “and then perceptible, but are 
never of any feverity or duration. 

The foil in general is rich and fertile. It pro¬ 
duces codoa, coffee, cotton, and fugar cane; 
vegetables and fruit in plenty; cattle, poultry and 
fiih are in abundance. Nor is St. Lucia deftitute 
of medicinal productions *, it yields fimarouba, 
zinziber, caffia fiftularis, and' the caftor nut* 

* s - P p a Ipeca- 
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Ipecacoanha, fquills, jalap, farfaparilla, and even 
bark, are like wife faid to be found here. The 
author clofes his firft chapter with a defeription 
of a volcano in the neighbourhood of Souffrir. 
The fecond chapter contains a regifter of the 
weather from December 1778, to May 1779. 
In this regifter no mention is made of the ther-. 
mometer, or any other meteorological inftrument, 
but it ferves to fhew the general ftate of the 
atmofphere, the direction of the winds, and the 
rainy days. 

In the third chapter we find a lift of difeafes, 
and an account of the number of men in health 
in different parts of the ifiand. From this lift it 
appears, that of 208 men 169 were attacked with 
difeafes, of which number 16 died. The difeafes. 
were in the following proportions : 


Diarrhoea, - 

- 8 

Dropfy, - - - - 

2 

Dyfentery, - - 

- 15 

Head-ach, - - - 

2 

Remittent fever. 

- 63 

Quotidian, - - 

- 47 

Tertian, - - - - 

- 3 Z 

Quartan, - - - - 

1 


Of the 16 who died, two were carried off by a 
diarrhoea* and fourteen by a remittent fever. 


In 
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In the fourth chapter the author defcribes 
the fituations of the ifiand, in which the men 
fpecified in the table were fixed, and endeavours 
to determine which are the mod healthy. For 
this purpofe he gives a comparative view of the 
^health of the natives compared with that of the 
troops. He obferves, that at Carenage-town the 
people are ftiort-lived, have annual attacks of 
fever, yellow and meagre countenances, fmall 
legs, except when oedematous, fo that they have 
the appearance of perfons worn out by difeafe. 
At Gros lflet, we are told, the inhabitants live 
longer, are not fo fubjeft to difeafe, at leaft not 
of the fame degree or duration, and that they are 
fuller in the face, and more hearty. At Souffrir 
the inhabitants have cheerful countenances, and 
are nearly in a ftate of health with thofe of Gros 
lflet, but this, our author thinks, may be attri¬ 
buted to a better diet rather than fituation. On 
the extenfive plain to windward of this place very- 
few difeales appear, and they are moftly intermit- 
tents: the countenances here of the women, of 
the children, and even of the men, have fome 
degree of refemblance to thofe of the European, 
the female has the red on her cheek, and the 
* cjiild has all the marks of health. 

From this view of fojdiers and inhabitants on 

dif- 
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different fituations, Mr. Rollo concludes that thd 
following particular parts of the ifland are the 
moft favourable to Europeans. He has placed 
them according to their fuperior degree of healthi- 
nefs; viz. i. Windward of Souffrir. 2. Morne 
Fortune. 3. Vigie and Rock battery. 4. Situa¬ 
tions about Gros Iflet. In general he fuppofes 
the windward parts of the ifland, and fuch as are 
not expofed to the noxious effluvia of marfhes and 
woods, to be the moft falutary places of abode. 

In the Hrft chapter of the fecond part of the 
work, Mr. Rollo gives a hiftory of the difeafes 
•Which prevailed amongft the troops. He divides 
them into intermitting and remitting fevers, and 
dyfentery. Of the firft of thefe, he obferves that 
they were ufually attended with a yellownefs of 
the Ikin, coftivenefs, and a high-coloured urine; 
Thefe fymptoms were commonly more evident in 
quotidians than tertians. The paroxyfms were, 
in general, perfect, but of different durations, 
efpecially in the quotidian, which was often a 
prelude tothe remittent fever, and then the attacks 
became irregular and imperfeft. 

The remittent fever was fometimes the confe- 
quence of an intermittent, particularly if the latter 
had been neglefted on its firft attack ; but in 
general this fever made its appearance in a dif¬ 
ferent 
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fcrent manner, and in its turn it often ran into 
the intermittent. , 

Languor, proftration of ftrength, chillinefs, 
Hvid colour of the lips, a particular dejeded look* 
and naufea, were the firft marks of this difeafe; 
and thefe werefoonfbilow'edby anxiety, head-ach, 
pain of the back and loins,, hear, third 1 , often a» 
vomiting* and an increafe of the naufea; languor* 
and proftration of ftrength. 

After the firft remiffion, which generally hap¬ 
pened towards morning, all the preceding fynlp- 
toms increafed, with the addition of a foul tongue* 
a yellownefs of the eyes, and, in fome cafes, an' 
univerfal tinge of the fkin* delirium, urine in 
fmall quantities and very high-coloured, impart¬ 
ing an offenfive fmell, often a difficulty in voiding 
it, which fometimes came to a perfed ftoppage. 

The pulfe, in the beginning of this fever, was 
feldommuchaffeded. A remiffion was perceptible 
from an abatement of the feventy of thefymptoms, 
a gentle moifture on the fkin, a freedifcharge of 
urine, and a diminution of the yellownefs. 

An eruption about the mouth and ears with 
a fwelling of the upper lip, either- in this or the 
intermittent, happening when the fever was going 
off, was a certain fign of recovery; but if it ap¬ 
peared when dangerous lymptoms were prefect, 

our 
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our author confidered it as greatly aflifting in the 
unfavourable prognoftic. 

Of the dyfentery, Mr. Rollo obferves, that in 
its attack, progrefs and terminations, it refembled 
that difeafe as it appeared in the army in America, 
except that it more remarkably afifumed the form 
of the intermittent and remittent. A fever, we 
are told, often preceded the proper dyfenteric 
fymptoms, and was always coeval with them, 
though varying in its degree of feverity. 

In the following chapter the author endeavours 
to trace the caufes of the difeafes juft now fpoken 
of. From certain circumftances he is inclined to 
fuppofe that altho* heat, cold and moifture, in 
certain degrees and combinations, may produce . 
difeafes of confiderable feverity, they were not the 
common caufes of the difeafes he has deferibed 
but. that they were chiefly the confequence of 
rnarlh effluvia. It is evident, however, he Ob* 
ferves, that the former caufes operated fo far as 
to induce and facilitate the adtion of thefe effluvia, 
and to make them more univerfal and adtive in 
fheir effects. , 

It has been generally remarked, that the effluvia 
of marlhes are moft adtive when the water drains 
off and the earth appears. This, we are told, 
was certainly the cafe in St. JLucia. The greateft 

part 
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part of the regular intermittents happened when 
the rains were molt frequent, and before the 
flagnating pools difcovered their bottoms; and 
the moft dangerous remittents appeared when the 
marfties had no Water, but a flimy matter on their 

furface. 

« 

The third chapter contains the author’s method 
of pra&ice, and firft his treatment of the inter¬ 
mittent.-—In the abfence of the paroxyim he ex¬ 
hibited a folution of tartar emetic, in fmall quan¬ 
tities, and at (hort intervals, to excite vomiting. 
After this was effe&ed, he generally gave it in 
fmaller dofes, in order to procure a few {tools; 
but this depended much upon the ftatc of the 
patient’s belly, and on the continuance of thd 
dileafe. If the patient was much weakened and 
had a loofe belly, he omitted the emetic tartar 
and gave a fmall dofe of ipecacoanha, which 
feldom produced (tools. 

He always found it neceflary to give an emetic 
at the commencement of the dileafe, and often 
during its progrefs. After the operation of the 
emetic, he immediately gave the bark, in fub- 
ftance, and in as large dofes as the ftomach could 
bear. This method was prolecuted even though 
he had only time to throw in one of two dofes of 
the bark before the period of the next paroxyfm; 
Vox.. II. N° V. Q^q at 
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at the termination of which he began again, and 
in general put a ftop to the difeafe in two or three 
paroxyfms from the firft exhibition of the bark. 
If the bark was not given in this manner and in 
very large dofes, the fever often aflumed a more 
dangerous form—that of a remittent. 

The tertian was treated in the fame manner as 
the quotidian, only more time was taken in clear¬ 
ing the ftomach and bowels, and in attending to 
particular fymptoms.—In the paroxyfm of both 
after the cold ftage began to difappear, he always 
gave a combination of tartar emetic and opium 
in folution; opium was given alone, if the ftomach 
was very irritable; and to a careful exhibition of 
thefe in this ftate of the difeafe, he attributes the 
fuccefs he met with. The conftant effe&s of this 
method were to abate the feverity of the fymptoms, 
to fhorten the duration of the paroxyfm, and to 
render the intermiflion longer and more perfed. 
Thefe effeds were more certain, if the ftomach 
permitted fhe combination of tartar emetic. 

The remittent fever required the earlieft exhi¬ 
bition of medicine; for whether it appeared as a 
diftind difeafe immediately in its own form, or as 
preceded by the intermittent, it was always at¬ 
tended with dajiger i and two or three hours delay 
proved fatal. 


If 
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If the remittent had been preceded by an inter¬ 
mittent, in which evacuations had been ufed and 
the difeafe was of fome continuance, Mr. Rollo 
feldom found it necefiary to repeat an emetic or 
laxative. When any of thefe evacuants were 

i 

wanted, the fmalleft quantity of an antimonial 

• t 

or ipecacoanha was given, and common glyfters 
were ufed. The chief indication in fuch cafes 
was to procure adiftinCt remiflion, or, if poflible, 

• i<* • ( i 'i 

an intermiflion. The mod effectual means for 
this purpofe were found to be naufeating dofe% 
of tartar emetic *, and at the time of the ufual 
exacerbation of fever, an opiate by itfelf, or 
combined with an antimonial, according to the 
ftate of the ftomach, in the fame manner as after 
the cold ftage of an intermittent. If the febrile 
fymptoms ran high before the remiflion was ex¬ 
pected, a large blifter, applied to the back, 
particularly if any degree of delirium was prefent, 
greatly aflifted to bring about that defireable 
event. 

When a remiflion was effected, our author 
direCtly adminiftered the bark. Altho’ the in¬ 
terval allowed him perhaps to give only two or 
three drachms of it, or even lels, yet in the next 
exacerbation the good effeCts of it were evident; 
and more fo in the fucceeding remiflion, which 

Q^q 2 was 
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was longer and more perfeft. In this way he 
continued until the fever was removed, or brought 
into rhe intermittent form. But if his attempts 
failed, and he had the greatest reafon to dread 
the termination, he continued the bark, withc^ut 

regarding the exigence of fever* and added to it 

•* " 

the ufe of fnake-root. If the ftomach could npt 

retain t e bark, he gave a ftrong infufion of fnakp- 

root alone, and ordered wjne, mpropprtion to the 

(late of the dd'eafe. By this method, he informs 
' - V fu *.> ; L i • r vs: 

us, he has often altered the dangerous appearance, 
a v . r 'I . ■r.i'v - rr . 

ana given a favourable turn to the complaint. 

: b ■ .'■■■’ :ii ■■ i y:. f - • 

If the remittent fever appeared, in its own form, 

and' was not preceded by an intermittent, he gave 

the tartar emetic iq dofes fuffieient to produce 

vomiting and purging, taking care to encourage* 

the latter no farther than to .procure an effectual 

• ■ f ■ •••''• < i ti . • ' • r 1 > . 

difeharge of the contents of the inteftines, and not 
to weaken the patient. If the exacerbation fuc r 
ceeded thefe operations,, hq generally gave an 
opiate, and fome time after reafiumed the tartar 
emetic in nauleating dofes, frequently increafing 
the quantity fo as to produce a gentle reje&ion of 
the ftomach. In cafes of this fort, as the danger 
became fooner apparent, our author was more 
anxious to throw in a proper quantity of the bark j 
and when it was rejected by the mouth, be at¬ 
tempted 
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tempted it in clyfters, but he feldom found his 
endeavours of any ufe, as the difeafe in this date 
\yas generally beyond the power of medicine. 

Towards the termination of the fever, or in the 
Jaft llages of it when the patient was much reduced, 
he experienced the bed cffedfcs from wine. When 
bark was rejected, and eve-y bad appearance 
prefent, he has been fenfible of benefit from this 
valuable article *, but it was given from one to two 
pints in the courfe of twenty-rfour hours, in fmall 
doles, and at proper intervals. He is con vinced 
that many, by a proper ufe of it, have efcaped 
death; but at the fame time, is aware that it has 
been imprudently ufed by having been given too 
early, or in too great a quantity. 

In the treatment of the dyfentery, Mr. Rollo 
always began by emptying the llomach and bowels. 
For this purpofe he generally employed a weak 
folution of emetic tartar, unlefs the patient was 
much reduced, or had been two or three days ill, 
for in fuch cafes he generally preferred fmall dqfes 
of ipecacoanha, and a weak folution of Glauber’s 
fait. After the operation of thele medicines he 
gave an opiate, which in many cafes was repeated 
in two hours. 

Next morning he preferibed a combination of 
tartar emetic and opium, fometimes in a folid, 

but 

% 
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but oftener in a liquid form. He has given to 
the quantity of three or four grains of opium in 
this way, in the courfe of the day, and the general 
confequences were large (tools; an abatement of 
the griping and tenefmus, and a remiflion of the 
febrile fymptoms. Thefe good effects were more 
certain, if the medicine was given fo as to excite 
naufea, which the author always endeavoured to 

maintain. 

\ 

At the commencement of the treatment, he 
often ufed fomentations to the lower extremities 
and to the abdomen, which were continued till a 
remiflion of the pain was effected. When the 
griping or pain of the belly was very fevere, the 
application of volatile liniment and blitters was, 
found to have a good effe< 5 t 

When the dyfentery afiumed the form of an 
intermittent, it was treated in much the fame 
manner as that difeafe; and when it afiumed a 
dangerous appearance, the author’s principal re¬ 
liance was on the bark. 

As aftringents, he tried the different prepara¬ 
tions of earths, infufions and deco&ions of fima- 
rouba and the bark; but he found opium to be 
the beft, afiifted by diet, air, and cleanlinefs. 

After this account of the general mode of treat¬ 
ment, our author proceeds to treat of particular 

fynip- 
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fymptoms. Thefe were vomiting, loofenefs, 
comatofe difpofition and hiccup. Of the firft of 
thefe, vomiting, he obferves that it very often 
occurred in the remittent fever, and fometimes 
in the quotidian. Befides preventing the exhibi¬ 
tion of medicine, it was always accompanied with 
pain, and an increafeof every attendant fymptom j 
and when it took place after the difeafe had been 
of fome continuance, it was a conllant mark of 
danger. 

When vomiting appeared at the commencement 
, of the difeafe, it generally went off by encouraging 
it either with chamomile tea, or fmall dofes of cn 
antimonial, or a few grains of ipecacoanha. If 
coftivenefs attended, , a ftool was procured by 
clyftcrs. If this fymptom continued, or appeared 
in ar later period of the difeafe, with pain in the 
fituation of the ftomach or liver, a blifter applied 
over the whole extent of the epigaftric region, 
wa* in general attended with a very good effeft. 
This application was aflifted by the ufe of faline 
draughts. 

Mr. Rollo thinks that in fome cafes he has feen 
X fmall quantity of opium of ufe, provided the 
jpatient abftained from liquids for fome time after 
leaking it. When vomiting fucceeded the ufe of 
|jje bark* it was for awhile omitted, or given in 


a 
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a different form. In cafes of this kind, an opiate" 
given in a folid ftate, about an hour or two before 
frefh recourie was had to the bark, feldom failed 
to prevent it. 

In cafes of loofenefs, if its continuance threaten-* 
ed danger, a free ufe of opiates combined with 
bark, was found to fucceed better than any other 
remedy that was tried* 

Comatoie difpofition was generally checked in 
its progrefs, and a favourable turn given to the 
difeafe, by applying a large blifter over the whole 
fcalp, immediately on the appearance of the 
comatofe difpofition. At the fame time if the 
degree of danger was great, another blifter was 
applied to the back, or one to each ancle, while 
camphor was given internally in a thick folution 
of extract of bark every two or three hours. 

In cafes of hiccup, muik and camphor were 
given in large dofes* but without any good effect* 
When this fymptom appeared early, a gentle 
emetic removed it; and when it was united to 
other fymptoms of danger, the bark was the only 
medicine from which any relief was derived. 

The author next fpeaks of the treatment of 
after-complaints, under the feveral heads of, 
x. Pectoral complaints. 2. Hypochondriac af¬ 
fection, 3. Abdominal fwellings. 4. CEdematous 

fwellings 
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fwellings of the lower extremities. 5. A weak 
ftate of the ftomach, with flatulence. 6. Coftive- 
nefs. And, 7. Diarrhcea.——Thefe fecondary 
diforders generally took place -in patients whofe 
difeafe had-been of a long continuance. Pe&oral 
complaints, we , are told, were very frequent. 
The application; pf blitters, fmall dofes of ipeca- 
coanha, occafiona}ly repeated, with gentle opiates, 
jn the form of Dover’s powdqr, or antimony and 
laudanum, a milk and vegetable diet and gentle 
exercife, were found to be the belt remedies in 
fuch cafes. ? 

In cafes of hypochondriac affedlion, a careful 
attention.to rprevent. the patient from being by 
* himfelf, a changeoffituadon, exercife, chalybeate 
preparations, and cold bathing, if no topical 
affe&ion exifted, were the means our author found 
mofl: fuccefsful.. ■ 

. In abdominal fwellings, if the complaint ap¬ 
peared to originate from an enlargement of the 
liver, accompanied, with pain on preflure, he 
began the removal of it by applying a blifter, and 
giving neutral falls to keep the belly gently open. 
When the pain went off, recourfe was had to 
mercurial ointment applied externally. 

A weak ftate of the ftomach was generally 
relieved by chalybeates, mineral acids, aromatics, 
bitters, abforbents, abftinence from vegetables, 

Vol? II. N° V. R r exer- 






exercife, and a free air. Coftivenefs was obviated 
by aloetic preparations, folutions of alkaline fait, 
and a laxative diet. In cafes of obffinate diarrhoea, 
Mr. Rollo found no medicine fo efficacious as 
Opium. He has given it to the quantity of three 
or four grains a day, and is convinced of having 
faved many lives by itj Though he has continued 
the ufe of it for feveral weeks, he never met with 
any bad effect, or any difficulty, in difcontinuing 

it. • ' ~ • - 

In the fourth chapter the author relates feveral 
cafes to illuftrate what he had advanced in the 
preceding chapters; after which he treats of re- 
lapfes, the caufes of which he refers to, i. The 
diet of foldiers. 2. The neceffity of their return¬ 
ing to duty very foon after recovery. 3. The 
impracticability of fending them to more healthy 
fituations. Upon the whole he confidered a 
change of air, a regulated diet and exercife, and 
a well-conduced cold bathing, (if no topical 
affeCtion exifted) as the only certain means of 
preventing a relapfe, by being belt calculated to 
reftore the natural vigour of the fyftem. 

In the author’s addrefs to military gentlemen, 
on the means of prefervihg health, we meet with 
many judicious obfervations, which cannot foil 
of being ufeful to thofe Europeans who vifit the 
Weft Indies. 
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and fome other mineral poifons. With regard 
to the firft of thefe, our author begins with cau¬ 
tioning the practitioner not to confide in it. in 
the treatment of apoplexy. He obferves, that 
if the difeafe is owing to plethora, by admi- 
niitering the volatile alkali we only facrifice va¬ 
luable moments, which might be better employ¬ 
ed in bleeding and in other evacuations, the ef¬ 
fects of which would be more beneficial than 
fuch a ftimuiant, in a difeafe in which every 
thing that accelerates the motion of the blood 
may prove hurtful; that*on the other hand, if 
the apoplexy is of the ferous kind* by repofing 
wholly on this irritating vapour we may be 
liable to omit other means of relief, fuch as 
vomits, purgatives, and the ftimulus of blifters, 
the long continued irritation of which, he con¬ 
tends, renders them far preferable to'that of the 
volatile fluor, the effects of which are only mo¬ 
mentary : hence, concludes M. Majault, in the 
humoral apoplexy the alkali fluor leaves the 
caufe of the difeafe, and of courfe the difeafe it- 
felf, in its full force i and in the fanguineoua 
apoplexy the fame remedy tnereafes both the 
caufe and the effeCts of-the complaint. M. 
Sage has recommended his remedy in afphyxyi 
# difeafe which he pretends is--’owing to a me- 

phitiq> 
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phitic acicH a£ting on the glottis and lungs, and 
putting a flop to their functions. “ Neutralize 
« this acid-—fays M. Sage—and you recover the 
“ patient; and how can fuch a neutralization 
« be effected—adds he—more fpeedily, or with 
«* more certainty, than by means of the volatile 
“ alkali ?”— In anfwer to this curious reafoning 
the writer of the work before us obferves, that 
in order to produce fuch an effedt, it is at leaft 
necefiary that the alkali ihould unite with the 
acid.' Now—fays he—in a ftate of afphyxy, 
the patient either does or does not breathe.—If 
he does breathe, the atmofpheric air, by paffing 
into the lungs will foori remove that which is 
mephitic, and in fuch cafe the fpecific will be of 
no ufe. If on the other hand the patient does 
■not breathe, how will it be pofllble to introduce 
air impregnated with the volatile alkali fluor into 
the lungs ? and yet it is evident there can be no 
neutralization unlefs the alkali and acid are 

i _ ■ ' 

united. Of courfe—adds our author—this pre- 

- _ • 

tended remedy can be of no ufe, though in fome 
cafes it may prove dangerous; as, for inftance, 
may happen, if at the inftant the patient begins 
to breathe the atmofpheric air is fufficiently im¬ 
pregnated with the volatile alkali to neutralize 
phe mephitic acid contained in the lungs i be- 

caufe 
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caufe by fuch an application the patient will 
probably be iuffocated. 

After having confidered the volatile alkali, 
our author proceeds to another remedy announ¬ 
ced in the Journal de Medecine for May 1778. 
This remedy, which conGfts of a folution of 
foap, has been recommended as a fpecifk to 
counteract the baneful effeds of aqua fortis 
taken internally. If this folution is mixed with 
aqua fortis, a neutral fait will no doubt be form¬ 
ed by a combination of the nitrous acid with the 
alkali that enters into the compofition of the foap, 
and the former will of courfe be inadive. But, 

• 1 •* • * • 1 * t 

fhys M. Majault, the nitrous acid cannot pafs 
with impunity through the mouth and cefopha.- 
- gus, or remain inadive in the ftomach; it cor¬ 
rodes, it inflames all the parts it touches, and it 
is certain that a folution of foap cannot obviate 
or remedy thefe effeds. If, when taken, into the 
ftomach it neutralizes fome portion of the acid, 
ftill it will irritate the inflamed membranes and 
increafe the pain; thefe truths, our author ob- 
ferves, are every day proved by Ample pradical 
fads, fo as to admit of no doubt. From thefe 
fads, he adds, it is evident,, that promifes of a 
neutralization which lhall prevent or remove the 
effeds of cauftics, are nugatory, and that muci¬ 
laginous 
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laginous remedies in different forms, and amongft 
others a lohoch compofed of the yolk of an egg, 
gum arabic, and a large proportion of abforbent 
earth, are the beft adapted to thefe melancholy 
cafes. 

Our author next proceeds to the refutation of 
certain dodtrines advanced by M. Touffaint, in 
his work entitled Contrepoifons de V arfenic^ &c” 
According to that Writer all the hepars are anti¬ 
dotes to thefe mineral poifons. M. Majault has 
particularly confined himfelf to what M. Touffaint 
has faid of the effeft of the hepar fulphuris on 
arfenic. The refult of this combination, fays 
(he latter, is a kind of orpiment fo overloaded 
with fulphur, and rendered fo mild by the inti¬ 
mate manner in which the arfenic is united with 
it, that it becomes incapable of doing harm. 
An accurate defcription of orpiment, and a re¬ 
cital of its dreadful effe&s when any one has 
had the misfortune to fwallow it, are the argu¬ 
ments employed by our author to deftroy this 
erroneous and dangerous affertion. He adds, 
that in thefe alarming cafes he has experienced the 
beft effects from the mucilaginous lohoch above- 1 
mentioned, combined with twenty drops of the 5 
effential oil of anifeed. This remedy, which has 
long been fucccfsfully adminiftered at the Hotef 
-. pieu 
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Dieu to patients poifoned with arfenic, was firft 
preferibed, it Teems, in that hofpital by the late 
'M. Payen. 

" • j i - * ' • 


V. An account of the nature, and medicinal virtues 
of the principal mineral waters of Great Britain 
and Ireland ,, and thofe moji in repute on the con¬ 
tinent. To which are prefixed, directions for itth 
pregnat ing water with fixed air , in order to com¬ 
municate to it the peculiar virtues of Pyrmont 
Water , and other mineral waters of a fimilar 

{ • • * * • • f < * ; •’ 1 » J . .*^ . 

nature • extracted from Dr* Priefiley's experi- 
' ihehts on air. JVith an appendix , containing q 
defeription of Dr. Nooth's apparatus ,. with the 
improvements made in it by. others \ and a method. 
“ of impregnating water'withfulphureous air , fo as 
to imitate the Aix-la-Chapelle and other fulphu¬ 
reous waters. By John Elliot, D. 8vs. 
Johnfori, London, 1781. 236 pages, with a 
"• copper plate. 

..... •; ' . ' 1 • " ' 

I N an introdu&ion to this work the author 
gives a general view of his fubjefl, with 
fome remarks on the medicinal properties and 
methods of ufing different mineral waters, which 
he has arranged in the form of tables, under- 
the feveral heads of, 1. Chalybeate waters; 2. 

Chaly- 
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Chalybeate purging waters ; 3. Sulphureous 
, waters ; 4. Sulphureous purging waters ; 5. 
Acidulous or faline waters; 6. Saline purging 
waters ; 7. Vitriolic waters; 8. Waters which 
contain an earth.—The introduction concludes 
with the following (hort account of the moft ob¬ 
vious methods of analyzing, or difcovering the 

. nature of mineral waters. 

- * >» 1 • 

“ 1. Waters are known to contain iron by their 
exhibiting a purple or black colour with the in- 
fufion of galls ; and the quantity of iron which 
they contain, that is, their ftrength as chalybeate 
waters, is determined by the deepnefs of the 
colour; the quantity and ftrength of the infu- 
fion being 'the fame. If ,the iron be held in fo- 
lution by fixed air, the latter will fly off on ex- 
pofing the water in an open vefiel, and then the 
iron will fall to the bottom in the form of a 
yellowifh or reddilh brown powder, or oker. 
But if the iron be held in folution by the vi¬ 
triolic acid, in the form of green vitriol, or cop¬ 
peras, this precipitation of oker does not take 
place. The chalybeate water may alfo be known 
to be vitriolic by its auftere ftyptic tafte. 

2. If, on the addition of fyrup of violets to 
a water, it turns to a bright green, it fhews that 
an alkaline fait is contained in the water, and 
Vol. If. N* V. S s the 
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the only alkaline fait ever found in mineral water 
is the fofiil. , ' 

When this kind of water, however, is firft 
taken up from the well, the alkaline fait is ufually 
Saturated with fixed air, and therefore does not 

4 

change fyrup of violets green. It is frequently 
even fuperfaturated with fixed air, ancj therefore 
turns the fyrup red. But the air foon flies off 
on expofure, and then the effect is as above- 
mentioned 5 the water is alfo found fofter than 
common water, and lathers better with foap. 

But earthy and metallic fubftances alfo change 
fyrup of violets green. To be certain therefore 
that it is the foflil alkali, add a little fixed alka¬ 
line fait, and if no powder falls to the bottom, 
and the water does not become turbid, it may 
be concluded that it is the fofiil alkali with 
which the water is impregnated. 

3. If on the addition of fyrup of violets a 
red colour is obferved, the water contains an 
acid. Thus, fixed air is an acid; and. when 
waters which are ftrongly impregnated with fixed 
air, are firft taken up from the fountain, they 
are found to change fyrup of violets red. As 
the air flies off, however, this rednefs difappears; 
and if the water alfo contained an alkali, it will, 

JT 

. . 1 .. *» 1 * ' 

, on 

r * 



on the further efcape of the fixed air turn green, 
for the reafon given in the laft article. 

4. If water contains fea fait, oil of vitriol 
dropt into it will caufe white noxious fumes to 
arife; which is the acid of the fea fait, whofc 
place the vitriolic acid had taken in the alkaline 
bafis of the fea fait. 

If* a fufificient quantity of the oil of vitriol be 
added, and the water be evaporated, not fea fait 
but a true Glauber’s fait will remain behind. 

Alfo the refiduum of thefe waters crackles and 
flies when placed on a red-hot iron. 

5. If a mineral water contains that kind of 
purging fait which the chemifts call calcareous 
Glauber’s, or the Epfom fait (the purging falts 
ufually found in mineral waters) a folution of 
fixed alkali added will make the water turbid, 
and the earthy bafis of the fait will fall to the 
bottom in form of a white powder. 

6. Sulphureous waters are known by their 
fmell, and by their changing filver of a reddiih 
copper colour. 

7. If water contains an earth deprived of 
fixed air, it may be difcovered by adding fixed 
air to it; for then the water will become turbid, 
and the earth will fall to the bottom. If, on 

> the contrary, it contains an earth fuperfaturated 

S s 2 with 
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with fixed air, drawing part of it away by the 
air pump, or expofmg the water to the air, or 
to warmth, will alfo precipitate the earth. 

Waters in general contain feveral kinds of 
thefe folid matters, and therefore more than one 
of thefe methods are to be employed in deted- 
ing them. 

8 . Water may be known to contain fixed air 
by its fparkling on being poured from one vefiel 
to another, by the explofion which follows on 
its being fhook in a phial half filled with it, 
and by the bubbles which arife when placed 
ever the fire, • long before it is hot enough to 
boil. c> 

The folid matters contained in waters may 
alfo be known by evaporating the waters and 
* examining their refiduums.*' 

s ° # . 

In the work itfelf the different waters are ar^ 

♦ 

ranged alphabetically. As it is impoflible to 
abridge a performance of this nature, we fhall 
feled the following accounts of the Briftol and 

° . i 

Malvern waters as fpecimens of the manner in 
which the author has treated his fubjed. 

- - . t 

“ Bristol, in Somerfetfhire. 

The fprings are known by the name of the 
Hot Wells. 


The 
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The water at its origin is warm, clear, pellu¬ 
cid and fparkling; and if let (land in a glafs, 
covers its infide with fmall air-bubbles. It has 

» ^ < » 4 J 

no fmell, and is foft and agreeable to the tafte. 
It raifes the thermometer from about feventy to 
eighty degrees.. It contains an earthy matter, 
which is fufpended by means of fixed air, toge^ 
ther with fea fait, and a fpecies of Glauber’s fait. 
The quantities of. thefe latter ingredients how-, 

, . ■, . / j . » ’ ■ ■ ■ ■ - • •• • 

ever are very fmall. • 

It has been recommended in a variety of dis¬ 
orders. Ip confumptions and weaknefs of the 

* A > - • 4 . > * 

lungs-, in cafes attended with he&ic fever and 
heat (in which, among other properties, it dif¬ 
fers from the Bath water) in uterine and other 
internal haemorrhages, and in immoderate dis¬ 
charge of the menfes ; in old diarrhoeas and dy- 
fenteries; in the fluor albus; in gleets ^ in the 

■ - i 

diabetes ; and in other cafes where the fecretions 
are too much increafed, and the humours too 
thin; in the ftone and gravel; in the ftrangury ; 
in colliquative fweats ; in fcorbutic and fimilar 
cafes; in cholics; in the gout and rheumatifm; 
in lofs of appetite and indigeftion; and in many 
other difeafes. 

The ufual method of drinking the water is a 
glafs or two before breakfaft, and about five in. 

the 



[ 3*6 } 

the afternoon. The next day three glafies before? 
breakfaft, and as many in the afternoon; and 
this is to be continued during the patient's rtay 
at the Wells. A quarter or half an hour is al¬ 
lowed between each glafs. , 

A courfe of thefe waters requires no prepara¬ 
tion' further than to empty the bowels by fome 
gentle purge; and if heat or fever requires, to 
take away a few ounces of blood. Coftivenefs, 
however, {hould be avoided during the courfe. 

Externally they are ufeful in fore and inflamed 

. ' * » V * * - 

eyes; in fcrophulous’ and cancerous ulcers s and 
in other fimilar cafes. 

This water is cooling and quenches the thirft. 
It is beft drank at the fpring head j though it 
Will bear carriage tolerably well.” 

“ Malvern, in Gloucefterflhire. 

There are two noted fprings at this place, 
one of them called the Holy Well, in the mid¬ 
way between Great and Little Malvern, the 
other is about a quarter of a mile from Great 
Malvern. But the waters are not materially dif¬ 
ferent. 

• ■ 1 ; 

They are light and pleafant chalybeates, and 
are remarkable for being almoft entirely free 
from any earthy matter. For three quarts of 
the Holy Well water being evaporated, fcarce 

the 
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the fourth part of a grain of fediment was left 
behind. 

They are recommended as excellent in difeafes 
* of the Ikin ; in leprofies ; fcorbutic complaints ; 
the King’s evil; glandular obftruclions *, fcald 
heads ; old fores; cancers, &c. They are alfo 
ferviceable in inflammations and other difeafes of 
the eyes; in the gout and ftone; in cachectic, 
bilious, and paralytic cafes; in old head-achs, 
and in female obftru&ions. 

The external ufe is by walhing the part under 
the fpout feveral times in a day *, afterwards co¬ 
vering the part with cloths dipt in the water, 
which muft be kept conftantly moift. Thofe 
who bathe, ufually go into the water with their 
linen on, and drels upon it wet, and it is never 

found to be attended with inconvenience. 

• ' % * # 

The waters, when firft drank, are apt to oc- 
caflon, in fomc, a flight naufea; others they 
purge brifkly for feveral days; but they operate 
by urine in all. 

It is advifeable to drink freely of the waters 
for feme days before they are ufed externally.” 

In his account of the methods of impregnat¬ 
ing water with fixed air, the author obferves, 
that Mr. Blades has made a confiderable im¬ 
provement in Dr. Nooth’s apparatus, by chang- 




ing the ftopple for a glafs cock, and by altering 
the middle veflel into a form more advantageous 
for the impregnation. 

Dr. Elliot’s methods of imitating fulphureous 

\ S ■ ' 

and other mineral waters are fimilar to thofe 
defcribed by Profefior Bergman, an account of 
which will be found in the firft volume * of our 


SECTION II. 

\ 

• Essays and Observations. 

• t * r ^ 

. , 

I. Otifervatiojis on the treatment of Convulfions 
during parturition. By Robert Bland, M. D. 
Pbyfician Man-midwife to the IVeflminfler Ge¬ 
neral Difpenf ary. Read October 15, 1781. 

I N the courfe of my attendance on the mid¬ 
wifery department of the Weftminfter General 
Difpenfary, four cafes of convulfion during 
parturition have fallen under my care. As this 
is by no means a frequent accident, and as the 
caufe of it feems to be generally mifunderftood, 
I flatter myfclf that a fhort account of the cafes, 

. • . * Pages 75 and 79. 


Journal. 
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With fome obfervations on the treatment of con- 
Vulfions at that period, may not be unacceptable 
to the Society. ' “ 

■ The firft of the patients was a yoting woman, 
who in the )th month of her firft pregnancy, 
fuddenly became convulfed* and continued to be 
fo at intervals for four daysi The firft fit lafted 
half an hour •, the fubfequent ones were of fhorter 
duration and at length, by repeated blood-let- 
ing, and the ufe of purgative and anodyne medi¬ 
cines, they were fubdued* and at the end of three 
weeks more, by an eafy and expeditious labour, 
the Woman was delivered of a child, which, from 
its appearance, had probably been dead three or 
four weeks. In two other women the convul- 
fions did not begin till the labour was pretty far 
advanced. The fame methods were adopted in 
thefe cafes as in the one juft now mentioned, but 
without any good effedt, as the fpafms continued 
till the patients were delivered* after which they 
ceafed, and the women recovered without any 
intervening accident. The children were borft 
alive •, and in both cafes the delivery was appa¬ 
rently accelerated by the eonvulfions.—Of the 
fourth cafe, which occurred fince 1 thought of 
communicating this paper to the Society, I fhall 
■give a more particular account. The patient 
- Vol. II. N*V. Tt was 



[ 33° 3 

was a young woman, twenty-four years of age, 

(hort of ftature, and of a delicate habit. On . 

Friday the 14th of September laft, being near 

her full time, (he was taken with labour pains, 

attended with a mucous difchargefrom the uterus, 

the entrance to which was a little dilated. The 

pains continued, but with long intervals, till 

Wednefday evening, (Sept. 19) when (he was 

feized with convulflons. During the fit, (he 

was fenfelefs, and foamed at the mouth, her head 

at the lame time being drawn over her (houlder, 

her countenance diftorted, and her whole frame 
< * # # # \ 
extremely agitated. She remained in this (late 

forty minutes, when (he fell afieep, and after 

awaking at the end of half an hour, appeared at 

firft fomewhat wild and incoherent, but foon 

recovered herfelf. It was at this period of the 

cale that I firft faw ihe patient. She had now 

frequent returns.of flight pains* her (kin felt hot, 

and her pulfc beat with confiderable quicknefs. 

She was coftive, but voided her urine freely. 

The os uteri, which was dilated to thefize of a 

half-crown piece, was thick, rigid, and of a 

conical (hape. The head of the child refted above 

the brim of the pelvis. 

With a view to prevent a return of the fpafms, 

I directed eight ounces of blood to be taken from 

the. 
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the arm, but this was inftantly produ&ive of a 
fecond convulfive paroxyfm, as formidable in 
every refpeCt as the firft, and of equal duration. 
Like that, it terminated in a found deep.. When 
the patient awaked, a common glyfter was in¬ 
jected, and procured a plentiful {tool. About 
an hour afterwards, thirty drops of the tinfiura 
thebaica were adminiftered, by means of which 
{he flept quietly during the remainder of the 
night •, but at fix the next morning, (Sept. 20) 
lhe had a third convulfive fit of nearly the fame 
violence as the preceding ones. Another glyfter 
was now thrown up, but this producing no effeCt, 
twelve grains of jalap and four of calomel were 
exhibited, and to quicken their operation, three or 
four fpoonfuls of a folution of purging falts were 
directed to be taken every three or four hours, 
till the bowels {hould be diffidently emptied. 

The patient had no return either of convul- 
fions or labour-pains, and by repeating the opiate 
in the evening, (he refted well during the night. 
The next morning 1 found her fkin cool and 
foft, her pulfe of its natural quicknefs, and her 
countenance cheerful. She was defirous of 
drinking a little porter, which was allowed herj 
and as fhe had been diffidently purged, the opiate 
was repeated at night. At fix the next morning 

T t 2 (Sepi. 
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(Sept. 21) the labour-pains re-commenced, and 
at ten Ihc was delivered of a child, which feemcd 
to have been dead feveraf days. The placenta 
not being detached at the expiration of two or 
three hours, 1 was again fent for by the midwife 
who attended the patient, and although 1 was 
obliged to introduce my hand into the uterus, 
and to exert fome force in feparating the cake, it 
did not in the lead degree renew the convulfions. 

For the production of convulfions during child¬ 
birth, various caufes have been afligned, fuch as 
the death of the child in utero , fullnefs of the 
blood-veffels, extreme irritability or inflammation 
of the os uteri , dole hot rooms, cordials, $cc, 
but neither of thefe fuppofed caufes fatisfaCtorily 
account for them, it being well known that the 
greater number of women fimilarly circumdanced 
cfcape, while others of different and oppofite 
temperaments and fituations, fall a facrifice to 
them. Thus many women bear dead children 
within them feveral weeks, without ever ex¬ 
periencing convulfionsj and thin and delicate 
women are found to be as fubjeCl to them as the 
plethoric and robud. Again, women who are 
fo irritable, that they can hardly bear the flighted 
handling of the os uteri t elcape them; as do others 
. glfo, who have differed laceration of the vagina, 

.or 
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or other local injury in parturition. Ladly, if clofe 
hot rooms and cordials could induce them, we 
know that at one time at lead, they mud have 
been very frequent; which is not the cafe. But 
if we rejedt the agency of the feveral caufes we 
have enumerated, dill lefs fhall we be inclined 
to admit that of the labour-pains, as being able 
either to excite or to continue them ; not only 
becaufe fo very large a number of child-bearing 
women are exempt from them, but becaufe 
women whofe labours are peculiarly fevere, are 
not more fubjedt to them than thofe who have 
the eafied births; and becaufe convulfions do not 
neceflarily and condantly terminate with the 
delivery of the child. The opinion that convul¬ 
fions are occafioned, or at lead continued by the 
labour-pains, probably took its rife from its 
having been obferved that they frequently ceafed 
on the birth of the child; but this ceafing of con- 
vulfions at that period, when it does happen, 
arifes from another caufe, and when the labour 
is too precipitately terminated, is frequently fuc* 
ceeded by the mod dangerous and fatal fymptoms, 
as will be explained by and by, It will in general, 
1 believe, be equally vain to attempt to fearch 
for the caufe of them in the affedtions of the minds 
for although any great afflidtion, or fudden and 

violent 
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violent guft of pafiion, may be fuppofed fufficient 
to produce them, they "will oftener be found 

where no fenfible difturbance has preceded._ 

*Dr. Denman feems to think they are almoft 
peculiar to great towns, where people live luxu- 
rioufly ; but the circumftances of the fubjeCts of 
thefe obfervations do not corroborate that con¬ 
jecture : they were all amongft the lower clals 
of people, and had little opportunity of injuring 
themfelves by indolence or intemperance; neither 
could I learn any circumftance previous to the 
appearance of convulfions, in any of thefe cafes, 
which would have led to the knowledge of their 
approach, and confequentjy pointed out any 
method of preventing them. From thefe reflec¬ 
tions, it would feem that convulfions in this ftate 
have nothing peculiar in their caufe from thole, 
which happen to perfons differently fltuated; and 
although external agents, particularly violent 
affeCtions of the mind, may fometimes, as at other 
periods, excite them ; yet this will rarely happen, 
unlefs there is fome peculiar vice in the conftitu- 
tion, difpofing to them: and from obfervatiorr 
I think we are juftifled in faying, that the puerperal 
(late is far from favouring the irruption of them; 
as women at that time may do and fuffer, almoft 

* EflTay on Puerperal Convulfions, 1768. 

with 



C 335 ] 

with impunity, what at any other time would be 
attended with the moft ferious confequences. 
But whatever may be the caufe, there is evidently 
in the fit, as in the apoplexy, a too rapid and 
dangerous determination of the blood to the head, 
which demands the moft immediate and ferious 

t 

attention. To remedy this, blood muft be imme¬ 
diately drawn, and, if poflible, from the jugulars. 
The ftate of the labour fhould then be inquired 
into, and if the child is not too far advanced in 
the pelvis, it will be right to prefcribe a large 
ftimulating glyfter to empty the bowels, and at 
the fame time leflen the determination to the head j 
this, if not fufficient for the purpofe, (hould be 
aflifted by a few grains of jalap and calomel, or 
fome other brifk purge. If the labour is far 
advanced, the convulfions will a£t upon the 
foetus; and if there is no impediment, either 
from wrong prefentation, or difproportion of the 
child to the pelvis, will in a little time fafely 
expel it. If there Ihould be found to be any 
obftacle to the delivery, the pofition of the child, 
if faulty, muft be altered ; or we ought to have 
recourfe to other neceflary afiiftance, in the fame 
manner as if convulfions were not prefent. In either 
way the termination of the labour will frequently 
put an end to the convulfions. But if this is too 

haftily 



haftily performed, before the vefiels have btfeft 
properly emptied, and the rapid motion of the 
blood in them diminifhed, there will be danger* 
from the torrent rufhing too impetuoufly into the 
inteftines, or other abdominal vifcera, of inflam* 
mation in fome of thofe parts inducing puerperal 
fever, and oftentimes death. But where the labour 
is not far advanced, after the exhibition of the 
glyfter and purgative, thirty drops of the tin&ura 
thebaica may be given and repeated, interpoflng 
occafionally the glyfter or cathartic as fymptoms 
lhall indicate. I have faid nothing of the ufe of 
bathing or fomenting the feet and legs, both 
becaufc I have had no experience of their efficacy 
in thefe cafes, and becaufe, until other methods 
by evacuations, &c. have been tried, they feem 
to. me by their effhft of increafing the volume of 
the blood, to have a tendency rather to increafe 
than diminifh the fpafms. 

1 have now finilhed the talk I impofed upon 
myfelf of inquiring into the nature of what are 
called (I think improperly) puerperal convulfions, 
and I have endeavoured to overturn an opinion 
concerning them, which feemed to tend to 
the introdu&ion of a practice highly dangerous 
to the patient. If my reafonin'g fliould be 
thought juft, and the practical cautions relative 
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to too hafty delivery in this cafe falutary, I lhall 
Ijave the heart-felt fatisfa&ion of believing, that 
I may one day be inftrumental in faving the life 
of one or more objetts, about to be facrificed by 
too clofe an adherence to a rule, taken up, I be¬ 
lieve, too precipitately, and without fufficient 

examination. 

*• - - • t • | 

St. Alban's-Jlreety 

Oa . i , 1781, 
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II. Account of a cafe in which a cherry-Jlone was 
extracted from an abfcefs in the abdomen. Com - 
’ municated by F. Swediar, M. D. Phyftcian in 
London , Read O&ober 22, 1781. 

T H E writings of practical authors afford a 
variety of inflances of extraneous fub- 
flances being taken into the ftomach, and after¬ 
wards difcharged from the furface of the body- 
by abfcefs. All thefe cafes are proofs of the 
wonderful refources of nature, and of courfe 
are worthy of being recorded. The following 
addition to the hiftories of this fort will perhaps 
not be deemed unworthy the notice of the So* 
ciety. 

You II. Np V f Uu The 

b 



The patient was a young woman twenty-two. 

years of age, and feemingly of a good habit of. 

body. ' She enjoyed an uninterrupted Rate of? 

good health till about the middle of August. 

1779, when fhe was attacked with an excr.u-., 

« 

ciating colic, which continued for fome hours, 
but at length yielded to purgative ipediciaes^ 
glyfters, and opiates. It was not long, how¬ 
ever, before fhe had a fecond attack of the 
fame kind, but with increafed violence. Her 
abdomen was painful when touched, particularly 
about the navel; fhe had frequent inclinations ■ 
to vomit, and her pulfe indicated confiderable 
inflammation. A blifter was applied to the ab¬ 
domen, and this with bleeding, th.e warm bath, 

1 * '■ • .. ... - • < ‘ » 

and glyflers foon removed the vomiting and 

abated the pain j after which fhe took a folution 
of manna and Rochelle fait, and foon afterwards 
an opiate. Thtfe medicines had the defiled 
effed of procuring ftools and removing the 
pain. 

A- 1, •/ / -. { 

■ This painful and alarming diforder continued- 
to return from, time to time, with greater or 
kis violence, till the latter end of November, 


when the patient perceived a fmall painful fwell- 
htg near the navel* the fkin around which was 
evidently inflamed. At the end of another week 

5 ■. r r \ f • • ■' this 
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this tumour feemed to have an evident tendency 
to fuppuration, which was encouraged by the 
application of a bread and milk poultice. Care 
was taken at the fame time to obviate any fe- 
verifh heat by keeping the patieht’s body open, 
and by a ftriCt attention to regimen. In about 
three weeks the abfcefs burftTpontaneoufiy, and 
difcharged about an ounce of pus. The next 
day a flight appearance of fceces was obferved 
on the dreflings, and the wound continued pain¬ 
ful and, inflamed. The ule of the poultice was 
continued over the dreflings; and as the puJfe 
-Was much quickened, ,in confequence, as was 
fuppofed, of 'the inflammation, fix ounces of 
blood were taken from the arm. 

The patient complaining of a pricking fenfa- 
tion within the wound j a probe was introduced, 
and a hard fubftance being felt near the orifice, 
i the opening was dilated with a common biltoury, 
and an extraneous body extracted, which proved 
to be a cherry-flone almoft wholly incrufted with 
fceces, but with a fharp part of it projecting 
fufficiently to account for the pain and irritation 
the patient had experienced. 

After this fubftance was taken out, more 
fceces pafled through the wound than before j 
but in the courfe of a few days the inflammation 

U u 2 fubfided, 
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fubfided, and the discharge lefiened, fo that in 
the fpace of about feven weeks the wound was 
perfectly healed, and the patient has fince re¬ 
mained well. 

Newman Street, 

Oft. io, 1781. 


SECTION III. 

Medical and Philosophical News; 

T H E Royal Academy of Sciences at Rouen 
have propofed the following queftion for 
a prize of three hundred livres. “ In what 
“ degree, and in what manner can we depend 
“ on magnetifm, or electricity (either pofitive 
** or negative) in the treatment of difeafes ?** 
The dilfertations on this fubjeft are to be fent 
to M* Damboumey at Rouen before July 1, 
1782. 


Extra# of a letter from an ingenious practitioner 
at Sandwich in Kent, to a Member of the, 
Society, dated October ro, 1781. 

“ Mydruggift, Hopkins of Paternofter Row, 
“ has introduced among us a new kind of bark, 

“ which 
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w which is of a brick-duft colour when powder* 

, “ ed. It has done wonders in the interraittents, 
“ which have been uncommonly troublefome 
“ this autumn, and would not give way to the 
“ beft common bark, unlefs given in enormous 
. “ dofes. You may be allured that it is infinitely 
“ fuperior to the grey bark, and ffiould be fought 
“ after by pra&itioners.”— On inquiry we find, 
that the bark here fpoken of was part of the 
cargo of a Spaniffi prize. Mr. Hopkins pur- 
chafed thirty chefts of it, twenty-feven of which 
have been already diftributed among his cufto- 
mers in Efiex and Kent, all of whom agree ir* 
extolling its fuperior efficacy in the cure of in¬ 
termittents. 


In our Journal for Auguft we promifed to 
give fome account of the eulogies of the late 
Baron Haller and M. de Jussieu, publiffied 
in' the Memoirs of the Academy of Sciences at 
Paris for 1777. To copy the whole of thofe 
papers would be to exceed the limits of our 
plan. We ffiall therefore fele£t from them the 
following anecdotes of the eminent perfons 
above-mentioned. 

Of the celebrated Haller, his biographer 
relates, that his genius began to difplay itfelf a t 

a very 
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who furvives him, was the daughter of Dr, 
Teichmeyer, profeffor of anatomy at Jena. 

From 1753, the year in which he quitted 
Gottingen, t.o the time of his death, h$ refidpd 
at Berne, his native city, where he took an 
active part in public bufinefs as a magiftrate. 
fie improved the . fait manufactory, and pre^ 
vailed on government to increafe the falaries of 
the clergy in the Pays de Vaud. The inhabi¬ 
tants of Berne are Jikewife indebted to him for 
the inftkution of an orphan houfe. His expe¬ 
riments on the formation of the chick, his 
great work on phyfiology, and his Bibliotheca, 
were, the/chief of his philpfophical labours 
dyring the fame period, , .. 

: Fpr ipme years before his death he had a 
painful .affeCtion of the bladder, the feverity of 
Ayhich he mitigated by opium. In the midft of 
his fufferings from tlnsdifeafe, he employed him- 
frlf in completing his Bibliotheca, and in pre¬ 
paring 3 new edition of his phyfiology for the 
prefs. When he found his health declining, he 
requeued Dr. Roffdet, his phyfician, to conceal 
nothing from him. His friend had the courage 
to tell him his real fentiments of his cafe, 
Haller, when he perceived his laft moments 
approaching, felt his pulfe from time to time j 

and 
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and at laft turning to Roflelet, “ My dear friend 
—faid he—the artery has done beating,” and 
the next moment expired. He was born on the 
16th of Oftober 1708, and died Dec. 12,1777,’ 
leaving four fons and four daughters. *’ 

Bernard de Jussieu, M. D. Member of the 
Academy of Sciences at Paris, &c. was the fon 
of an apothecary at Lyons, where he was born on 

- » r 

the 17th of Auguft 1699. He came to Paris in 
1714 to finilhhis ftudies under his elder brother, ' 
Anthony, who was at that time a celebrated pro- 
feflor-of botany* With this brother, in 1716,- 
he undertook a botanic journey to the Pyrenees, 
Spain and Portugal. On his return he vifited a 
part of the Alps, and then went to fettle as a ‘ 
phyfician at Lyons; but it was not long before he 
returned to the capital to fucceed Vaillaht, who 
refigncd the place of demonftrator of botany in 
his favour. The king’s garden and mufeum oP 
natural hiftory were at that time in a negle< 5 ted 
ftate, but M. de Juflieu loon reftored them to 

r 

good ordeF. 1 • •* ♦ —> •» *• 

, He was a complete matter of every branch of■ 
natural hiftory, and at the meetings of the Aca¬ 
demy of Sciences, at which he was aconftant at¬ 
tendant for the fpace of fifty years* his opinion 
was always decifive on matters of that fort. ^ • 

Lewis 
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‘, Lewis XV. employed him in forming a botanic 
garden at Trianon, and was fond of his convert 
fation, but that prince never made him any 
recompence for his trouble, nor oven reimburfed 
him the expence he was at in his frequent journies 
on that bufinefs. - Happily his elder brother, by 
leaving him a good fortune, had rendered him 
independent. 

Mv de Juffieu vifited England twice, and 
brought from thence the firft cedar of Lebanon 
that was planted in Ffahce. His dife was uni¬ 
formly fpent in acquiring and diffeminating 
natural knowledge. The diffidence he entertained 
of his abilities prevented him from publilhing 
many works, but no man was ever more ready 
to communicate his knowledge. Pupils reforted 
to him from every country, and all the great 
botanifts of Europe confidered him as their 
matter. - ~ • » • ' 

• - On the 20th of September 17 7 7, he was ftruck 
with apoplexy, after which he languiffied till his 
death, which happened on the 6th of November 
following. Dying unmarried, he bequeathed the 
bulk of his fortune to one of his nephews, who 
is a phyfician of confiderable eminence at Paris. 

Befides Anthony de Juffieu already mentioned, 
another of his brothers, Dr. Jofeph de Juffieu, 
Vol. II. N* V. X x wh» 



who died lately at Paris, acquired fome celebrity 
as a jpfiyfictari and' nktiiralift, and was one of the 

c’L* iCl. T --1V'i.'V'tr 7 1'tK nzi 
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PROMOTIONS. ^ 

• * — .r i » 

0 #.26. Mr. John Billam of Trinity college^ 
Cambridge, to be M. B^ ' Vr**id 

Nov. 3./ Mr.’—r Mumforth. to'be furgeop 
to the 59th regiment of foot, in;the room of'Mii 
John M‘Culloch. Mr. 44 ^-.-Girdleftorie to be 
furgeon to the 1 oil! regiment of foot, in the room 
of Mr. —— Allen.*-6. Dr; John Davifon, Dr.’ 
Snowden White,, and Dr. John Stdrer, tarbe 
phyficians; Mr. J.phn Holits, .Mr. Thomas 
Wright, Mr. John Bigfoy, and Mfi. J. Attend 
burrow, furgeons; and Mr. John Debraw, apo¬ 
thecary to the county infirmary at Nottingham^.—. 
8. Dr. Samuel Foart Simmons, to be phyFcian 
to St. Luke’s Hofpitalj ,in the room of the late 

* t 

Dr. Brooke. Dr. Patrick Pugud X-eflie, phy- 
fician at Durham, to be Fellow of the. Royal 
Society. - •' ■ ' r,V 
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DEATHS. 

Lately at Rochefter, Thomas Cradock, M. B. 

#4. 8 4*.. J ... , 

1 1 Nafllngton, Northamptonlhire, Mr. 
Forfter, lurgeon and apothecary. 

• u»r». » r*» ’ /) . f . ' j i r [ ' ^ *• j 

-Hufoands Bofworth, Leicefterfhire, 

Mr. Robert Heygate, furgeon and apothecary. 

Oti. 28. At Potton, Bedfordlhire, Mr. Henry 

p,, J \ :• vr; I • . . ’ •• 

Sheffield, lurgeon and apothecary.—29. At Can* 

terbury, Mr. Thornton, apothecary. 

Nov. 7. At Rye in Suflex, Mr. Needier 
Cnamberlaine, lurgeon and apothecary.— ic. At 
Deptford, aged 104 years, Mr. John Brickley, 
formerly an army furgeon. 


’’ " SECTION IV. 

, , .4 - ^ # J U - i • * • - 

M onthly Catalogue. 

A 'N Enquiry into the nature, ,cauf?s, and 
XTm. method of cure, of Nervous Dilorders. 
In • a letter to a friend; By Alex. Thomfon ,, M. D. 
3 vo. Murray, London, 1781. 35 pages, is. 

This little performance contains feveral judi¬ 
cious remarks on the nature and treatment of 
nervous diforder-s. The following extract includes 
pait of the author’s obfervations on the means of 

X x 2 cure 
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cure in thefe cafes, and will ferve as a fpecimen 
of the work. 

“ In profecuting the radical cure of nervous 
Complaints, the moll efficacious remedies are • 
fteel, the Peruvian bark, and the cold-bath. 

• , — -i 

In fome cafes, the two firft may with propriety 
be combined ; in others, one of them only can 
be adminiftered with advantage. When the pulfe 
is How, either may be given; if frequent, unlefs 
this fymptom be occafioned by weaknefs, fteel 
efpecially is unadvifeable. It ought, however, 
to be remarked, that in thofe diforders, the pulfe 

is fubjedl to great irregularity*, and therefore, 

. ** 

that no pofitive indication ffiould be drawn from 
it, without the concurrence of Other circum* 
ftances. Both fteel and bark are improper while 
the patient is plethoric, or afflifted with fixt pains 
in the belly. Chalybeate waters are indicated 
in the fame circumftances with fteel medicines, 
and may be found alike beneficial. 

By nothing is the body more effe&ually 

ftrengthened than by the cold-bath, which ffiould, 

» . • 

therefore, never be negle&ed, when no particular 
circumftance forbids. To bathe three or four 

• . \ r* , 

times a-week is fufficient j and at the end of 
every three months the praftice ctaght. to be 
intermitted for a week or ten days; a caution 
l - I a ho 


i 
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alio to be adopted with regard to the ftrengthert- 
ing medicines. 

“ The methpd of ufing the cold-bath in fum- 
mer and autumn, and the internal corroborants 
in the winter and fpring, is liable to exception. 
For the former, by far the more efficacious, is 
by this means too long interrupted, and ih the 
feafons when, if the bath be of frelh water, its 
influence is fenfibly greater. A more advifeable 
method is to ufe the bath, with the bark and 
chalybeates, in fhorter alternations; bathing two 
or three weeks, and then taking the medicines 
half that time. Nay, there lies no objection 
againft the yfe of the Peruvian bark every day 
the perfon does not bathe; obferving to intermit 
the medicine occafionally for a few days.. A light 
tinflure of the bark, joined to bitters, may be 
ufed in this manner with fuccefs. 

“ When acids do not difagree with the ftomach, 
.twenty or thirty drops of the elixir of vitriol may 
be taken once or twice a-day, in a fmall dilh of 
camomile or rofemary tea. 

“ Befide thofe remedies, and a Arid attention 
to diet, it is neceffary that the patient ufe daily 
eXercife; than which nothing is more conduciye 
to promote digeftion, facilitate fleep, and reftore 
to the conftitution the poflible degree of ftrength. 

Both 
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Both the kind and duration of exercife muft b«f 


fuited to the ftate of the patient. The moft 
beneficial is riding on horfeback. "Whatever be 
the exercife, the perfon Ihould carefully avoid 
fatigue, which not only retards the cure, but 
excites palpitations and fpafms of different parts* 
with variety of uneafinefs. In thofe circumftances, 

j. - ' ' - ; • • • <■. -1 

fetid medicines have peculiar power. Of ufe 

*.j. _ i, ,, • x'm * 1* . . i# J ‘ *■ ~ S . »U 

they may be alfo to allay the craving of the. 
ftomach, to which nervous perfons are frequently 
Jubjeft. But this fymptom finds, perhaps, no 
better remedy than a cruft of bread, or any thing 
folid. 

• ' V -J ^ ‘ « • » - - » * * . . ( 

<e A dry air, temperately cool rather than 
warm, is moft favorable to the cure of nervous 

; * . ' V I 

diforders. If ever the Peruvian, bark be preferable 
to cold-bathing, it is during a moift ftate of the 
atmofphere. At leaft in fuch feafons it might 
be alternated with the other. In moift weather, 
the flefh-brufh is alfo of particular fervice; but 
it fhould always be adminiftered by an attendant. 
For a nervous perfon is loon fatigued with the 
exercife: and as the moft proper time for it is 
that of going to 1 bed, the confequence of fuch 
fatigue might be continued watchfulnefs. 

w - . » ■ I' m % * * 

“ In the treatment of nervous diforders, no care 

•iiu, * Ay ^ A • 

je more important than that of preferving tran- 
• quillity. 
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quillity, Vexation, grief, and defpondence 

peculiarly injurious*, while on the other hand, 

f- f • > r > . v, i .r r,i 9* 

cheerfulnefs, and whatever promotes it, as agree¬ 
able company and amufement, efientially con*? 

\r, { ••'if- * - •* -.)•*» iy *l : «? '“•* VIW x* 

duce to the cure; which may bealfo confiderably 

> j • . »*».*!i ». , >*> ••;*.,T(non pnjra 

forwarded by the pra&ice of early rifin|. 

<e When the diforder may have r{jfi(ted all tj>q 
jbove remedies, from the ufe pf a 

relief lometimes been effe&ed, But this final 

t ."1 i' : ''0 ’(j ; h; J: • ull* 

fefource S»5»ft Sifter te com^^ing^.or * 
quitted witfi gr??t ^^jor.; and 

» wswiSl 

9n the natural ph^cjfophy qf $e SispepK' if 
On matter; 2. On nation •, 3-.Ob % «>S<WSi 
^ On fire; 5. On air; ^.flp^p^agdrou^Cj 
7 ’ On fqfiil Jodies; 8. Op ghyfic^J geograjjfor, 
or tjl'.e natural hiilofy c^f. thp ea^di} g. On thq 
weather. By W. Jones, F. K. g,^or of 
Paifon in Northarnptonlhire, ^nd aiithpr pf an 
Effay on the firjt principles pf natural philosophy. 
4to. Robinfon , London, 1781, ij. is. in boards. 

3. The new British Difpenfatory, I2mp. Ngupu 
bn London, 1781. 3s. 

4. Eflais hiftoriques, litteraires, et critiques, 
fur fart des accouchemens, ou Re^herch^ fur 
les coutumes, les mceurs, et les ufages de$ anciens 
et des modernes dans l?js ^cgpv.chen)^ > I’efcft 

des 
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des fagcs femmes, des accoucheurs, et des nou- 

rices chez les uns et les autres.: ouvrage dans 
lequel on a recueilli les faits les plus interelfans 
et les plus utiles fur cette matiere, avec un 
grand nombre de notes curieufes, et anecdotes 
fingulieres. i. e . Efiays hiftorical, literary, and 
critical, on the art of midwifery ; or, Inquiries 
concerning the cuftoms, manners, and ufages of 
the ancients and moderns in midwifery; the 
ftate of midwives, accoucheurs, and nuries 
amongft the one and the other: being a col¬ 
lection of the moft interefting and ufeful faCts 

r * * , 

on this fubjeft, with a great number of curious 
* r ^ #• 
notes and fingular anecdotes. By M. Sue , jun. 
r * ' 
late provoft of the college of furgery, and pro- 

feflor of anatomy and furgery in the practical 
fchool, furgeon in ordinary to the Hotel de 
Ville, and member of the academies of Mont- 
pellier, Lyons, Rouen, Dijon, Bordeaux, &c, 
8vo. Paris, 1779. 2 vols. 

•Thefe two volumes, the firft of 600 and the 
fecond of 731 pages, contain an immenfe quan¬ 
tity of good and bad materials, collected from 
Aftruc, Haller, Portal, and others. A greaX 
part of the work is filled with the author's notes, 
printed in a fmall type, in which we meet with 
'biographical anecdotes of an infinite number of 

pcrfons* 
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jserfons, both ancient and,modern, who do not 
ieem to have the moft diftant connexion with 
the fubjed *, fuch, for inftance, are Abraham, 
Ifaac, David, Ezekiel, Origenes, Flavius Jofe- 
phus, Suetonius, Lycurgus, Drclincourt, Cato, 
Cicero, Titus AtticUs, Horace* Apollonius, Pro¬ 
pertius* Servius, Symmachus, . Pollux, Paulus 
Jovius, Tacitus, Nero, Caligula, Homer, Dio¬ 
dorus Siculus, .Strabo, Job* Thomas d’Aquinas* 
■Euripides, Demofthenes, Mahomet, Shakefpeare, 
Voltaire, &c. .&c^ &c. 

As a fpecimen of the ftate of midwifery in 
England, he prefents his readers. with a .long 
iextrad from Triftram Shandy, ahd with Dr. 
Nicholl’s petition of the unborn babes. 

5. Difiertatio chemica de analyfi ferri, quam 
.venia ampliff. facult. philof. prefide mag. Torb. 

Bergman, chemise prof. &c. publice ventilandam 
fjftit Johannes Gadolin, Aboa-Fenno. 4to. Upfal* 

• * 7 8i ‘ P*' 74 * 

This elaborate and ingenious performance is 
founded iOn a great number of experiments, 
which cannot fail of rendering it extremely in- 
terefting to the chemical reader. 

6. Hiftoire des infedes nuifibles a 1 ’homme, 
aux beftiaux, a l’agriculture, et aU jardinage, 
atfec les moyens qu’on peut employer pour les 

* Vol. II. N Q V. Yy detruire, 
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detruire, ou s’en garantir, ou remedier aux man* 
qu’ils ont pu occafionner. i. e, Hiftory of infers 
hurtful to man, to cattle, to agriculture, or to 
gardenings with the means that may be em¬ 
ployed for deftroying or guarding againft them, 
or for remedying the evils they may have oc- 
cafioned. i2mo. Paris, 1781. 339 pages. 

This work, which is written by M. Buchoz, 
feems to be a ufeful compilation. 

7. Deledtus oblervationum pra&icarum ex 
diario clinico opera et ftudio Philippi Rodolpbi 
Viat , M. D. foe. reg. fc. Gottingenfis fodalis. 
8vo. Winterchur, 1780. 318 pages. 

8. J. Frid. Cartheuferi , M. D. et profefloris, 
&c. Differtationes phyfico-chemico-medicas de 
quibufdam material medicae fubjectis exarata?, 
nunc iterum recufas. 8vo. Francof. ad Viadrum, 
1779. p. i*8. 

Thefe diflfertations are five iq number. In 
the firft, the author treats of the Mungo root, a 
fubftance that is brought from the Eaft Indies, 
and fold by the Dutch at a high price. To a 
defeription of the plant and its virtues, which is 
taken chiefly from Kempfer, our author has 
■added its chemical analyfis. This root, parti¬ 
cularly its cortical part, has a very bitter tafte, 
not unlike that of the gentiana lutea. The 

author. 
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author, from his experiments, confiders wine as 
the beft menftruum of this fubftance, and alfures 
us he has frequently feen it efficacious in debility 
of the ftomach. 

In the fecond dilfertation the author gives a 
complete hiftory of. the balfam of Mecca, in 
which he points out its chemical analyfis, adul¬ 
terations, medicinal properties, &c. 

. In the third dilfertation Dr. Cai theufer treats 
of millepedes, of which he gives the chemical 
analyfis. As thefe infe&s contain a great quan¬ 
tity of mucilaginous and earthy particles, he 
fuppofes them to polfefs little or no medicinal 
virtues, efpecially as he has often given them in 
cafes in which they are ufually preferibed, with¬ 
out having experienced the leaft good effeft 
from them. 

In the fourth elfay we have an account of the 
chemical analyfis, &c. of Caffia buds; and in 
the fifth and laft dilfertation the author treats of 
the Columbo root. From his experiments with 
this fubftance, he fuppofes re&ified fpirit to be 
the beft menftruum of it. He has obferved, 
that vinegar increafes its bitter tafte, and that 
the lixivium tartari has a contrary effect. This 
leads him to caution us againft combining alka¬ 
lis with bitters in the cure of difeafes, 

Y y % 9 - 7 ■ 
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9. J. Frid. Cartheuferi , M. D. &c. Diflerta- 
tidnes nonnull* fele&iores Phyfico-chemic* ad 
Medic*, varii argumenti poft novarn luftrationetn 
ad prae'lum revocat*. 8vo. Francofurt. ad 
Viadrum, 1779^ p. 366.^. 

This colle&ion may be confidered as a conti- 
dilation of the preceding article; It contains 
thirteen difiertations, of. wlpch the titles are as 
follow: 1. Be cinnabar a inertia me die a y 2. Be 
tximia myrrh* gemin* virtute y^Be reft a; mth 
tuim Natur* exijimatiene irnnorbify 4. Be oleo 
kajsput y 5. Be hydrophthalmia y 6. Be crocii 
martialibus y 7. Be morbis morborum remediis j 

8. Bcamylo y 9. Be fuppuratione et tinnitu aurium\ 

t'O. Be incommcdis feneftutis y 11, De noxia reti« 
nendorum excretione , et excerncndcrum retentione 
Z'oluntaria ; 12. Be refpiratione y 13. Be fale 

volatdli oleofo folido in olejs athereis. nonnmquam 
reperto y 14. Be remediis mtifepticis. ■. . 

Of the concrete fubftance, which is the.fubjeft 
of his 13 th effay, he obfefves, that it is not, as 
fome have imagined, a fpecies of camphor, but 

9. volatile oily fait. It has been obferved in the 
oils, of orange peel, cinnamon, &c. adhering, 
lome months after diftillation, in a fmall quantity, 
to the Tides of the vefiel containing them. This ' 
fubftance. eahly melts upon die tongue, but tafles 

exadly 
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exactly like the oil it' is procured from, and ha* 
none of the properties of camphor. He fuppofea 
this kind of fait to be fitnilar to that which i* 
obtained from benzoin, ftyrax, and balfam of 
Tolu. He adds, that it refembles fugar, and oit 
that account might with propriety be called 
faccbarum volatile. • • 

t-ch Uber die behandlung des venerifchen ubels, 
i. e, of the Treatment of the Venereal Difeafc. 
By Charles- William No/e, M. D. 8vo. Aug- 
fbourg, 1780. 19 a pages. 

The author of this work, who is phyfician Wi 
St. Martin’s hoipital for venereal patients at 
Auglbourg, confines his inquir-ieschiefly tb the 
ufe of fublimate in the cure of the: lues venerea; 
He generally adrfrrnifters this medicine in the 
form of an eleftuary by mixing it with rob of 
elder, or the extra# of bark. Being perFuaded 
that the conftant effb# of mercurials Is to weaken 
the fyftem, he infills on the neCeffity we are 
under of combining them with tonics. 

11. Diflertatio inauguralis de hydrope. Auc- 
tore J. C. F. Bloedau. 4to. Wittemberg. 1780. 

P« 

12. Nouvelles obfervations et recherches ana- 
lytiques fur la magnefie du fcl d'Epfom, fuivies 
cle reflexions fur Turnon chymique des corps* 
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/. t . New obfervations and analytical inquiries 
relative to the magnefia of Epfom fait, to which 
are added reflexions on the chemical union of 
bodies. By Peter But ini, citizen of Geneva. 
8vo. Geneva, 1781. . ' : 

The principal obfervations in this tradb relate 
to the folution of magnefia in water impregnated 
with fixed air being in greater quantity than in 
pure water, and more fo in cold than in hot 
water. The author has remarked, that a folu¬ 
tion of magnefia in water impregnated with 
fixed air is precipitated by heat alone, and that 
this precipitation forms hexagonal prifms. 

’13. Ad opufculum cui titulus eft, “ Quef- 
“ tionum medicarum feries chronologica, &c, 
“ See” fupplementa et emendationes ab anno 
1598 ufque ad annum 1763. 4*0, Paris, p. 9. 

The work, to which this is a fupplement, 
contains a catalogue of all the thefes main-, 
tained in the fchools of phyfic at Paris, from 
*508 to 1763,-and a lift of the members of 
the Faculty of Phyfic in that city during the 
fame period. This ftipplemept is given gratis 
to the purchafers of the original work. 

. : r 14. Diflfertatio inauguralis medico-chirur- 
gica de fiftulam lachrymalem fanandi methodis, 
Audore Joanne Georgio Schultze. 8vo, Straf- 
Jnjrgh, 1780. p. 80, 
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inquiry they do not find that any workers iri 
tin ever apply there for ; the cure of any difeafe 
brought on by that metal. 

i-8. iLettre d’un medecin de la Faculte de 
Paris a un medecin du College de Londres 5 
ouvrage dans lequel on prouve contre M. Mef- 
mer, que le magnetifme animal n’exifte pas. 
i. e. A Letter from a phyfician of the Faculty 
of * Paris, to a phyfician of the College of 
London, written to prove* contrary to theafier- 
tion of M. Mefmer, that there is no fuch thing 
as animal magnetifm. • < 8vo. Hague, 1781. 
70 pages. 

19. Difquifitio medico-forcnfis, qua cafus* 
annotationes ad vitam foetus neogoni disjudi- 
candam facientes proponuntur. Au&ore Chr . 

' jk'rid . Joeger , M. D. and Prof. 410. Ulm, 1780.- 

20. Diflertatio inauguralis de apoplexia biliofa. 
Audtore Joanne Gulielmo Moll , Colonienfi. 4to. 
Gottingae, 1780. p. 40. 

a 1. T)ifTertatio inauguralis de gaftritide; 
Au&ore Philipp0 Chrijlophcro Bode , Lunebur- 
genfi. 4to. Gottingse, 1780. p. 24. 





THE 


LONDON MEDICAL JOURNAL, 

For DECEMBER 1781, 

SECTION I. 

BOOKS. 

I. Comment at tones Societatis Regime Scievtiarum Got- 
tingenfis. C kills Phyfica?, Tomus II. ad A. 
1779. 4to. Gottingas, 1780, p. 338. 

1 . Remarks on feveral exotic plants cultivated in 
the Royal Botanic Garden. By John Andrew Mur¬ 
ray, M. D. Profeffor of Botany in the univerjity of 
“ Gottingen .—The plants deferibed in this paper are 
as follow: 1, Rhium Hybridum, foliis cordatis 
acuminatis plants, radicaltbus utrinqtte li-vel iriden- 
tatis , reliqtds repandis .—- I his plant, the feeds of 
-which were lent from the botanic garden at Copen¬ 
hagen, is fuppofed by onr author to be a fpecies 
of Mule, produced by the feminal duft of fome 
other fpecies of rhubarb accidentally falling on 
Yol. II. N° VI. Z 2 - the 
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the pijiilla of the Rheum Palmatum. It is faid to 
be taller than any other rhubarb plant, and to 
have very large leaves, three feet long, 2, Lr- 
cium Ru then 1 cum, foliis fafciculatis linearthus , 
ramis dependentibus. —Dr, Murray received the 
feeds 6f this and feveral other plants from Dr. 
Pallas, who collected them in Siberia, but he 
dees not find any defeription of this particular 
fpecies of Lycium in Linnaeus, Pallas, or any 
other botanic writer. 3. Betonica Hirsuta, 
Linn. This plant, which is indigenous in the 
Alps, is deferibed by Linnaeus in his 2^ Man - 
({fa plant. It has l'o much refemblance to the 
Betonica Officinalis L. that it has l een often con¬ 
founded with that plant. In order to prevent 
a fimilar miftake in future, Dr. Murray gives 
an accurate defeription of the Betonica Hirfuta, 
and points out the principal marks that diftin- 
giiifh it from the plant juft now mentioned. 
4. Verbesina Dichotoma, foliis opprfitis ovatis 
tmentefis petiolatis , caule fupra d'chotomo extimo 
internodio .—Of this plant our author obferves, 
that he Ihould have taken it for the Verbefma 

. ‘ i « 

Lavenia L. had not Linnaeus and Burmannus 
both agreed in deferibing the latter with fmooth 
leaves. This and other circumftances induce 
him to confider the prefent plant as a diftinft 

fpecic^ 



•t 3 S 3 3 

• • I , , 

fpecies to which he gives the name of Dichotoma 

on account of its ftem being divided or forked 

«§ 

at its Upper part. 5. Commelina Bengha- 
lensis Linn. Dr. Murray is perfuaded that 
this plant, which is a native of Bengal, is the 
fame as that defcribed by Linnaeus in his fecond 
Mantilfa under the name of Commelina Cucullata. 

He remarks at the fame time, that in the laft 

» 

edition of the Syjlema Vegetabiiium no men¬ 
tion is made of this plant, although no reafon 
is given why It is omitted. 6. Malva Vir- 
Gata, foliis bafi angiiftatis multiformibus parti tis 
laciniis incifo-crenatis pedunciilis unifloris . This 

plant has hitherto been confidered as a variety 
of the Malva Capenfis, but our author is con¬ 
vinced that it is a diftindt fpecies. The en¬ 
graving given of it . by Dillenius in his Hort . 
Eltham. is faid to be inaccurate. 7. Asclepias 
Sibiriga Linn.—We have here the firft engrav¬ 
ing that has been given of this plant, and a 
more minute defcription of it than is to be 
found in Linnseus or any other writer.—All Dr. 
Murray’s defcriptions are illuftrated by engrav¬ 
ings. - \ > 

II. Chirurgical observations. By Auguftus 
Gottlieb Richter, D. Profejfor of Surgety in 
the univerfity of Gottingen .—The author begins 

Z z 2 his 
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his paper with lamenting the inefficacy of 
medicine in cafes of cancer. He is perfuaded 
that the remedies hitherto propofed for the cure 
of this difcafe have all of them done more 
harm than good, by wafting valuable moments 
ineffectually, and delaying the extirpation of 
the cancerous mafs till the dileafe has been be¬ 
yond the reach of furgery. 

Dr. Richter confiders the want of a proper 
attention to the diagnofis in thefe cafes as ano¬ 
ther defeCt in this branch of medical practice. 
He obferves, that modern phyficians, though 
extremely afliduous in difcovering new remedies - 
aga’nft cancer, have been but little folicitous to 
afcertain the fymptoms and nature of the dif- 
eafe. He even does not hefitate to pronounce, 
that it is more difficult to determine the pre¬ 
fence of cancer, than it is to cure it, as, in his 
opinion, there is no invariable and certain cri¬ 
terion as yet eftablilhed, by which a cancer may 
be diftinguiffied from other ulcers, and he is 
convinced that many ulcers have been confidered 
as cancers, which in faCt were not fuch. To 
this fource of error and uncertainty he afcribes 
the accounts given us by authors of wonderful 
cures performed by different remedies in cafes 
of cancer. 


Pain, 
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Pain, which is the moft frequent and trouble - 
fome fymptom in cancerous affe&ion, affords, 
in our author’s opinion, no proof of the pre¬ 
fence of cancer, as it often occurs with, great 
vehemence in other fpecies of ulcers. The acrid 
fanies, the callous ftate of the lips of the wound, 
and the fungous excrefcence that ufually ac¬ 
company cancer, are all of them reje&ed for 
the fame reafon. 

% 

Farther, Dr. Richter remarks that the difeafe 
happening in a glandular part is no proof of 
its being cancerous, as the worft kind of can¬ 
cers oftentimes occur in parts that are not 
glandular, while glands in different parts of 
the body a$ often fuppurate, and heal in the 
kindeft manner. He oblerves alfo, that as 
cancerous ulcers are not always preceded by 
fchirrus, the previous exiffence of the latter 
cannot be reckoned among the permanent guides 
to the diagnofis in thefe cafes *, and that ulcers 
which are not of a cancerous nature may take 
place in parts affedted with fchirrus, he thinks is 
fufficiently proved by the firft of the five cafes 
related in the paper before us. 

From thefe confiderations our author is led 
to conclude, that there is nothing in the origin 
or progrefs of the difeafe that can enable us to 

pro- 
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pronounce it to be of a cancerous nature. “ Va s 
‘‘ rious—fays he—are the beginnings of this 
“ dreadful complaint. Sometimes it arifes from 
“ a fchirrus, at others from a wart* or a flight 
K pimple. In fome cafes it fixes its feat in an 
u encyfted tumour; in others it begins with 
“ affedting fome of the bones, and appears as a 
tc fpecies of exoftofis or fpina ventofa. The fymp- 
“ toms alfo of the difeafe vary fo much in its 
“ progrefs, that the authors who have written 
“ on the fubjedt can hardly be faid to have 
“ defcribed one and the fame difeafe. What 
“ definition then can we give of cancer ? and 
“ how can we diftinguifh it from other ulcers 
“ mail moris?” —To thefe two queftions the 
author candidly acknowledges his inability to 
reply. 

He obferves, that very often the term cancer, 
like that of malignant fever, is made ufe of as 
a veil to ignorance, while the caufe of malignity 
lies not in the ulcer, or in the nature of the fe¬ 
ver, but in the phyfician who treats them. He 
has had occafion, Jie fays, to fee ulcers which 
„ were owing to a caries, and had been miftakenly 
confidered as cancerous * and he has fometimes 
cured what was deemed an open cancer of the 
breafl by repeated emetics and purges, the Hi 

con- 
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condition of the ulcer in thofe cafes having been 
occafioned merely by an acrid faburra in the 
primas vias. ' 

As a proof of the very oppofite opinions of 
medical authors on the fubjedt of cancer. Dr. 
Richter quotes the writings of the late Profeflor 
Monro of Edinburgh and Mr, Hill. The for T 
mer of thefe afierts, that of fixty patients in* 
whom he had extirpated cancers himfelf, or feen 
cancers extirpated by others, four only were 
faved, all the others dying miferably after the 
operation. Mr. Hill on the contrary affirms, • 
that of eighty patients on whom he himfelf per¬ 
formed the fame operation, only two died. , 
After thefe preliminary obfervations the author 
gives an account of five cafes that have occurred 
to him in his pradlice. The firft is the cafe of 
a woman, aged 40 years, who after exceffive 
grief for the lofs of her hufband perceived a 
{mall tumour jn the lower part of her left breaft; 
which increafed by degrees to the fize,of a man’s 

V 

fift, and remained in that ftate for feveral years. 
At length, on a fudden, the whole breaft became 
wonderfully enlarged. It was at this period of 
the difeafe that our author firft faw the patient. 
The breaft had now acquired thrice the bulk of 
3 man’s head, and extended as low down as the 

navel,_ ? 
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navel, appearing like a bladder exceffively dis¬ 
tended with water. On the right fide a final?, 
hard lump was to be felt, near which was a 
fmall ulcer that afforded a confiderable difcharge 
of a reddifb, watery fanies. The patient did 
not complain of pain when the breaft was prefled 
with a finger; nor did there appear to be any 
difeafe of the axillary glands, or any adhefion of 
the tumour to the pedtora! mufcle. She was 
troubled however with hedtic fever every evening, 
and Iikewife with profufe fweats, oppreflion ac 
the breaft, cough, and great pain about the 
right fcapula. 

The author at firft tried the effedt of medi¬ 
cines, but thefe affording the patient no relief^ 
he judged it neceflary at the end of a few weeks 
to have recourfe to the knife. On making an 
incifion into the tumour, two pints of a reddifh 
fluid were difcharged from a large cyft formed 
within the fubftance of the breaft. The breaft 
when amputated was found to weigh eight 
pounds. It included two cavities, one of which 

T 

was large enough to admit a man’s fift, and was 
furrounded by a difeafed, pulpy mats. This 
cavity had a fmall communication with the ex¬ 
ternal ulcer. L 

The patient died on the third day after the 

oper^- 
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operation, and on difle&ion part of the true 
ribs of the right fide ^nd the middle of the 
dernum were found to be carious. The right 
cavity of the thorax was filled with a reddifti 
fluid, and the whole of the right lobe of the 
lungs difeafed, that part of it next the carious 
ribs being in a flate of luppuration. The do- 
mach and convex furface of the liver likewife 
appeared to be in an inflamed ftate. 

The fubjeft of the fecond cafe was an unmar¬ 
ried woman, twenty-four years of age, who ap¬ 
plied to our author for the cure of a fchirrous 
tumour in each of her breads. That in her 
left bread, which appeared firft, had come on 
without any blow or other external caufe, and 
had gradually enlarged to the fize of a man’s 
fid, and for fix months had been attended with 
a condant burning pain, though not always of 
equal vehemence. The fchirrus in the right 
bread had begun to appear about the time the 
fird became painful, and was now aboit the 
fize of a pigeon’s egg. Both tumours were 
perfectly moveable*, the Ikin that covered them 
was found, and although the pain of the left 
bread fometimes extended to the axilla, no in- 

s 

duration was perceptible in the axillary glands 
of either fide. 
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The general health of the patient did not 
appear to be affefted. Both tumours were re¬ 
moved by the knife. On the lecond day after 
the operation the menfes appeared, and the day 
following the patient had a flight fymptomatic 
fever. From this period Ihe had recourfe to a 
milk diet. On the lixth day both the wounds 
afforded a good pus, but of a Angular fmell. 
Our author compares it to that of wood in a / 
(late of putrefa'dlion. 

On the tenth day a tumour as large as a fll- 
bcrd nut appeared on the margin of the wound 
in the left bread, but in a few days gradually 
.difappeared. On the 22d the pus became thin, 
acrid, and foetid, and the night following the 
menfes again made their abearance. On the 
24th the patient was frequently attacked with 
(hiverirtg, and the next day had an eryflpela- 
tous eruption on her bread and abdomen. The 
pus at the fame time was thin, like the ferum • 
of milk, and fo extremely acrid, that it exco¬ 
riated both the wounds. The patient took an 
ounce and a Half of Glauber’s fa':, and in about 
Aye days the eruption difappeared and the pus 
was of a better confidence; but about this time 
a painful tumour appeared near the lip of the 
wound in the left bread, and in a few days lup- 

pu rated, 
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purated. After this the patient recovered without 
ahy other accident. An iffue was made in her 
left arm, and fhe was advifed to perfevere for 
fome time in the ufe of a milk diet. Six months 
after the operation Dr. Richter was informed by 
letter that (he continued in perfect health . 1 

The fchirrus takeh from the left bread; was of 
a cartilaginous confidence, but did not afford 
the lead appearance of fuppuration. 

The author having remarked that in this, as 
well as in many other cafes of fchirrus or cancer 
of the bread, the difeafe has been preceded by 
grief, thinks the obfervation made by Bierchen 
well founded, which is, that of the caufes pre- 
difpofing to cancer none are more frequent or 
painful than violent paffions of the mind. 

The third cafe related by our author affords 
an indance of a fingular difeafe of the bread. 
The patient was a female, thirty years of age, 
of an irritable habit, and fubjed to profile 
mendruation. She applied to Dr. Richter on 
account of a fwelling of the fize of a walnut 
in her right bread, from this tumour, which 
was perfedly moveable, there was a leries of 
fmaller tumours extending to the nipple, each 
of which was about the fize of a pea, and 
from the nipplfi to the axilla a hard chord-like 

A a a a ap- 
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Appearance was to be felt, of the fize. of a 
finger for fome way upwards, after which it 
gradually leffened, and at length totally difap- 
peared in the axilla, fo that its termination could 
not be felt. 

Whenever the larger tumour was comprefied 
a reddilh watery fluid iflTued in con fide rable 
[ Quantity from the nipple, till the feries of fmaller 
tumours was obliterated, and the large one be¬ 
came flaccid and feemingly empty. In the 
fpace of a few hours, however, they filled again 
as before, and whenever they were too much 
diftended the patient complained of a burning 
pain, which was foon removed by emptying the 
tumour. 

Previous to the firft appearance of this dif- 
eafe the patient had been fubjedt to a profufe 
haemorrhoidal flux, which was fuddenly checked, 
and fome months afterwards fhe perceived that 
the linen covering her breaft was tinged with 
blood, which was found to proceed from a very 
fmall opening near the nipple. At length the 
tumour made its appearance, and gradually 
increafed to the fize of a hen’s egg. At the 
end of a few months the whole breaft fwelled on 
a fudden to an enormous bulk, but was reftored 
to its former fize by the intern^ ufe of hemlock, 

leaving. 
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leaving, howeyer, the tumour in its original 
(bate. From this time the opening juft now 
fpoken of clofed, and the fluid began to iflfue 
from the nipple. 

Dr. Richter fuppofing this difeafe to be owing 
to a varicous dilatation of the vefiels of the 
bread:, rather than to a cancerous affeCtion, 
declined performing any furgical operation; but 
contented himfelf with prefcribing internal re¬ 
medies. The patient was frill following his 
prefcription at the time the paper was written* 
fo that we are not informed how rhe cafe ter¬ 
minated. 

In the fourth cafe we have an account of a 
cataraft attended with extreme fenfibility of the 
eye. The difeafe was removed by extracting 
the chryftalline lens. 

In fpeaking of this cafe the author remarks*, 
that formerly it was his practice not to uncover 
the eye tiH about the eighth day; but that he 
is now convinced by experience of the propriety 
and even neceflity there is of feparating and 
cleanfing the eye lids every day after the opera¬ 
tion. In the cafe before us the eye lids became 
fwelled and painful on the third day after the 
operation, but this troublefome fymptom was 
£6on removed by cleanfing the eye lids. 

-In 
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In the fifth and Jaft cafe vve have another ir^ 
inftance of a cataraft fuccefsfully extracted by 
our author. The only remarkable circumftance 
in this cafe was the diminifiied fize of the eye, 
■which had loft about a third of its original bulk 
previous to the operation. 

III. Anatomico-neurolOgical obfervaticns cn the 
Semilunar Ganglion and Plexus fituated in the ab- 
domen y and on the nerves that compofe it. By 
Henry Auguftus Wrifbcrg, M. D. Z&c.—This 
elaborate paper, which does not admit of abridge¬ 
ment, is divided into four parts. In the firft 
the author treats of the phrenic nerve ; in the 
;2d of the 8th pair of nerves j in the 3d of the 
courfe of the great fympathetic nerves through 
the thorax to the l'emilunar ganglions*, and in 
the 4th of the origin, ftru&ure, fituation, figure, 
and fize of the femilunar ganglions and plexus* 
The anatomical defcriptions are illuftrated by 
five engravings. 

IV. An account of fome .uncommon tumours that 
occur about the voriji and in the palm of the hand , 
which , though fimilar -in their appearance, are very 
different in their nature , and of courfe require 
different modes of treatment. By Olaus Acrel.— 
The tumours defcribed in this paper are of two 
kinds. One of thefe, according to our author, 
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originates from what he terms a carcinomatous 
caries of fome of the bones of the carpus, and 
becomes a cancerous fungus*, the other, which 
he defcribes as being lefs frequent and dangerous, 
is faid to be a fpecies of atheroma, that is 
commonly fituated about the joint and ligaments 
of the wrift. Both thefe fpecies, he fays, are fo 
exactly alike in their external appearance, that 
he has feldom been able to diftinguifli one from 
the other before the fkin and tendinous fafeia 
with which they ate covered have been removed 
by the knife. 

That thefe tumours are rare difeafes he con¬ 
cludes from his having, in the courfe of forty 
years practice in every part of furgery, met with 
only three cafes of the former, and two of the 
latter fpecies. Two inftances of tumours, which 
feem to refemble the fjrft or cancerous kind, are 
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deferibed by Petit ip his treadle Des Maladies des 
Os , tom. ii. p. 5071 and a delcription of two 
fimilar tumours is given by Ruyfch in hitf Obferv. 
Anat. Chirurg. p. 74. obf. lxxxi. but of the ' 
fecond or atheromatous fpecies, a cafe related by 
Gooch ,in the fecond volume of his cafes, p. 381, ‘ 
js the only inftance that oiir author has been able 
to meet with in books. 

The tumours of the firft fpecies, we are told, 
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apife either from the jun&ionof the bones of 
the fore arm with thofe of the carpus, or wholly 
from the upper row of the latter. They differ 
in their fize, lhape, and confidence, as well as 
in the degree of pain that attends them, but are 
generally fituated under the tendons, and the 
colour of the (kin remains unchanged. 

The only inconveniences complained of for 
1 fome time by the patient in thefe cafes are a 
fenfe of weight in * the hand, and more or lefs 
impediment to the motion of the fingers, Like 
other cancerous difeafes they advance flowly in 
the beginning, but at length fuddenly increafe 
in built. v 

The three cafes that have fallen under qur 
author’s obfervation, and which are related at 
large in the paper before us, ferve to fhew how 
very inadequate the refources either of phyfic or 
furgery are tq the difeafe in queftion. From 
internal remedies no relief can be e^pefted, and 
a furgical operation tends only to accelerate the 
death of the patient j the bed way, therefore, 
Jeans to be to attempt only a palliative mode 
of treatment. 

Two of the patients afcribed the origin of 
their complaint to a blow, and the third to a 
fprain. The fubjeft of the firft cafe was a mar¬ 
ried 
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ried woman, aged 22 years. At the time fhe 
applied to our author the tumour was three 
inches in diameter. It had begun to appear 
about four years before this, but during the firft 
three years its growth had been extremely (low. 

After cutting through the fkin the whole of 
the difeafed mafs was carefully feparated from 
the furrounding tendons and cellular membrane, 
and completely extirpated without any confider- 
able haemorrhage. For fome weeks after the 
operation the wound feemed difpofed to heal 
kindly, but at length it afiumed an unfavourable 
afped. It became filled with a cancerous fungus, 
the patient was attacked with hedic fever and 
colliquative fweats, and the whole hand became 
tumid and painful. 

The amputation of the hand was now recom¬ 
mended as, the laft refource, and the patient 
readily fubmitted to it, but it was not long before 
the flump appeared to be in a cancerous ftate, 
and fhe died eight weeks after the operation. 

The fecond patient, whofe cafe is related, was 
a man forty years of age. The tumour was fix 
inches in length, four in breadth, and three in. 
thicknefs. It was extirpated in the fame man¬ 
ner as that juft now defcribed, and like that ter- 
Vol. II. N° VI, B b b minatc-d 
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minated in the amputation of the hand, and it^ 
the death of the patient. 

The fubjeft of the third, cafe was a female 
patient in the Royal Hofpital at Stockholm. 
The tumour was flattened at the top and of 
confiderable bulk. It adhered to the carpus by 
a kind of peduncle, and feemed to be free from 
any adhefion to the tendons, which, inftead of 
pafling over it as in the former cafes, were to be 
felt on each fide of it. After dividing the in¬ 
teguments a ligature was pafied round the bafis 
of the tumour, which dropped off in about 
feven weeks. At the end of four months the 
patient left the hofpital with her hand in a 
cancerous ftate. We are not informed of the 
event of the cafe. 

Of the atheromatous tumour only a Angle 
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inftance is related. The author fuppofes this 
fbecies to be originally formed by a diftenfion 
of fome part of the capfular ligament of the 
bones of the carpus infinuating itfelf by degrees 
under the mufcles, tendons, and aponeurofes of 
the palm of the hand, and forming a feries of 
minute cyfts communicating with one another 
and filled with concreted mucus. In the cafe 
here defcribed the difeafe was fuppofed to have 
been brought on by a Contuflon, and the tumour 
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by its bulk totally impeded the motion of 
the fingers. Upon making an incifion into it 
only a fmall portion of infpiflated mucus was 
clifcharged, and it was therefore deemed expe¬ 
dient to pafs five fetons through different parts 
of the tumour. Thefe were kept in during 
fourteen weeks, but at the end of that time, 
although the fuppuration had been conftant and 
confiderable, the difeafe was far from being re¬ 
moved, as a great part of the cyft was (till 
Remaining, and leemingly in a callous ftate, fo 
as to be incapable of further fuppuration. At 
this period of the treatment our author ventured 
to inject into the fiftulous finufes formed by the 
•fetons an irritating liquor, prepared by diluting 
the marine acid with water. This produced 
confiderable inflammation of the hand and arm 
followed by a copious fuppuration and large 
Houghs, fo that in about fix weeks more the 
whole of the cyft was thought to be removed, 
and the patient had recovered the ufe of her 
hand and fingers. 


II. Some obfervations on the prefent epidemic dy- 
fentery. By Francis Geach, Surgeon of the 
Royal Hofpital at Plymouth, and Fellow of the 
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Royal Society. 8 vo. Baldwin, London , 1781.' 
41 pages, is. 

W E have here an account of a dyfenteric 
fever that prevailed in Plymouth in 
September 1781. 

The author obfcrves, that it began with the 
ufual fymptoms of ficknefs at the ltomach, 
anxiety at the y>r<£Cordia> and griping in the 
belly. Thefe fymptoms were foon followed by 
bloody ftools and mucus, in great quantities, 
with a conftant tenefmus. The pulfe in fome 
patients at this time was hard and full; in others 
remarkably low and creeping, attended fome- 
times with a pungent heat of the fkin, and often 
with partial and unprofitable fweats. The tongue 
was ufually coated with a bilious mucus j the 
abdomen was tenfe, and in fome cafes there 
was a fupprefiion of urine, or at lead fome 
difficulty in voiding it. As the diforder ad¬ 
vanced, the difcharge from the inteftines became 
more and more bloody, the mucus in greater 
quantity, accompanied with much foetor, and 
at laft by the fmell and fymptoms it might be 
fuppofed, that a mortification had taken place. 
"What appearances there were after death, the 
author is unable to fay, having had no op¬ 
portunity to examine any deceafed fubjeft. 


Z' 
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Speaking of the Hate of the weather at Ply¬ 
mouth previous to the appearance of the epi¬ 
demic, Mr. Geach remarks, that the fummers 
for fome years paft have been much warmer and 
drier than ufual, and that although the dyfentery 
has appeared more or lefs towards the autumnal 
equinox, it was till now chiefly confined to the 
' troops in the barracks, whereas this year it be¬ 
came in a manner univerfal; for although it 
began with perfons of a relaxed habit and 
children, yet at laft perfons of all ages and 
conditions were feized with it. Neither was 
there much difference obferved, whether they 
were abftemious or not as to any particular food 
or drink. New unfermented cyder, the com¬ 
monly alledged caufe of the dry colic and dy¬ 
fentery at this feafon in other years, could not 
be adduced now, as there was hardly any cyder 
made. Raw oyfters, however, we are told, eaten 
foon after their being taken out of the fe$, almoft 
univerfally brought a flux on the eaters. Many 
of the oyfters indeed were as yet milky, and not 
come to their due ftate of firmnefs and healthi- 
nefs. 

The fymptoms and progrefs of the difeafe were 
generally much the fame i but it was obferved, 
that thofe who lived in large, clean, and airy 

houfes, 
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neither fuffered fo much, nor were fo foon in- 
fedted, as thofe who were confined to low, clofe 
dwellings, badly ventilated, and fuller of noxi¬ 
ous effluvia. 

Speculating with regard to the caufe of this 
. epidemic, our author obferves, that te its ori- 
“ gin was with reafon perhaps deduced from 
the winds, and from the planets, or from 
fubterranean vapours, fulphureous, Or other 
“ mineral effluvia thrown out into the air by 
<c earthquakes^ or colledled there in great abun- 
ks dance from long drought, from the evapora- 
tl tion of bogs and marfhes, which abound 
“ with phlogifton, or a fulphureous principle.” 

That there is a communication of matter be¬ 
tween all the planets, and particularly of the 
eledlric fluid, ahd that this fluid may carry with 
it many noxious particles, he mentions as an 
opinion of the late Dr. Alcock, and fpoken of 
in the memoirs of his life lately publilhed; and 
as a proof that fulphureous fleams are capable 
of producing the dyfentery he relates the fol¬ 
lowing curious fadt: “ It was obferved at one 
“ time, that almoft all the men received into 
“ the hofpital (at Plymouth) foon became dy- 
“ fenteric, and the flux was fo deftrudtive as id 
** fet all medicine, and all cure at defiance. 

« This 
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ff This circumftance was mentioned to Dr. Max- 
well, at that time a commifiioner of the Sick 

' * - > . r ; . -w 

“ and Hurt Office, and then on his vifitj who 
“ thought at firft this diforder might proceed 
“ from the fituation of the hofpital, as it was 
“ contiguous to a large marfli liable to inunda- 
“ tions: but on my obferving to him, that in 
“ times paft the diforder had not been parti- 
,c cularly confined to that hofpital, this reafon 
“ was given up. One day the Dodtor remark- 
“ ing, that the wards fmelt ftrongly of fulphuc 
from the fumigation of bedding in an apart- 
“ ment connedled with the rooms where the 
fick lay, he ordered the fumigation to be 
difcontinued ; and the flux thereupon entirely 
“ ceafed.” To this paflage the author has 
added the following note:' 14 A young man at 
“ Tamerton, by a long and large ufe of the 
Flos Sulphuris , fell into a dreadful dyfentery. 
f 4 The blood was fo broken, that he bled at 
44 the caruncles, and died altogether putrid.” 

The method of cure that fucceeded belt with 
our author in this difeafe was as follows: When 
he was called in early, the patient, if the pulfe 
were full, was bled; but he never faw, except 
in one inftance, the blood buffy and tenacious. 

Then, 



E 384 J 

Then, whether the patient was bled or not, a 
vomit of ipecacoanha was given, and the robuft 
were purged with four grains of calomel and 
thirty grains of rhubarb. No attention was 
paid to irritation, nor laudanum given, to take 
off the fpafms, as he always qbferved that the 
irritation and mucus ceafed at once upon a due 
difcharge of fasces; the defcent of which (hewed 
that the diforder was in a fair way of being 
fubdued. For during the violence of the com¬ 
plaint, much blood and mucus were voided, 
with little or nothing excrementitious. It was 
alfo remarkable, that no fasces came down, 
Jill the mucous coat on the tongue began to clear 
away from the Tides of it 5 nay in fome cafes 
not till the whole tongue, became clean: and 
this obfervation ? we are told, held fo univerfally 
true, that it might be predicted, almoft to a 
certainty, that as foon as the mucus on tfe 
tongue began to feparate and difappear;. the 
feces would foon defcend, and the diforder re- 
lent, Every token of amendment then fol¬ 
lowed. The pulfe became calm and open, the 
eyes clear, the fkin foft, the perfpiration equable. 
If the firft dofe of calomel did not procure a dif¬ 
charge (and rhe abovementioned firft dofe did no£ 
always fucceed} rhubarb to the quantity of thirty 
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grains was repeated, together with an ounce of 
Ipirituous tinfture of rhubarb j and thefe, toge¬ 
ther with two grains of emetic tartar in eight 
ounces of water, were taken daijy till the end 
was anfwered, the emetic tartar being ufed gra¬ 
dually, in fmall, quantities. Mr. Geach has 
feen, however, more than once^ that a violent 
vomiting .from the ufe of this medicine or ipe • 
cacoanha removed the complaint at once, tho* 
blood and mucus had juft before been difeharged 
in great quantities. 

The patient was allowed to drink freely of 
tamarind decocftion, and to ftp mutton broth 
without a ■ fcrupulous regard to the fever, but 
was not allowed panada, water gruel, or any 
thing that might tend to inflation. 

In fome inftances, after the emetic had been 
given, the vomiting continued, and large quan¬ 
tities of a porraceous fluid were thrown up. 
Under this circumftance nothing fucceeded fo 
well as calomel and rhubarb, together with the 
abfbrbents, magnefia , tejlacea y &c. and this por¬ 
raceous vomiting always ceafed on the removal 
of the inteftinal obftrudtion. 

The author obferves, that the fever feemed to 
claim moft attention, and that when this was 
removed, the bloody ftools, the mucus, and of 
- Ypl. II. N® VI. C c c courft 
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courfe the tenefmus gave way, fo that; it was. 
feldom neceftary to give opiates or aftringents, 
unlefs a diarrhoea fnpervened, and continued long 
after the dyfentery was at an end. When this 
happened, lime water mixed with milk proved 
very efficacious. But even here he tells us, 
the utmoft caution was required, for inflation of 
the belly fometimes followed^ and as often as 
this occurred, there was a necefiity again to ad- 
mini fter an opening medicine. And, it is worthy 
of remark, that very often, though the dyfentery 
had run out to a great length, though the faeces 
had come down, yet when the belly was inflated 
after the ufe of aftringents, the tongue would 
again become white, though not coated. In fhort, 
while this whitenefs remained, whether aftringents 
had been ufed or not, if the patient had ft ill 

i 

much pain, and the fever did but little abate, 
there was reafon to fulpedt that indurated feces 
were ft ill behind, and Mr. Geach has feen large 
fcybals actually expelled (after a fortnight’s ill- 
nefs) to the fpeedy recovery of the patient. 

As the diforder attacked every one nearly in 
a fimilar manner, it yielded to the fame mode of 
treatment. Tender and delicate women were 
found to reciuire much the fame medicine and 
procefs, as the more robuft. Women, who 
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gave fuck, were enjoined to keep their infants at 
the bread, and when this injun&ion was not 
followed by the mother, fhe felt an inconvenience. 
Her face flufhed, and her head became difor- 
dered by an augmentation of fever. Neither 
did the infants themfelves differ by fuch maternal 
indulgence; for our author never obferved that 
the infe&ion, which feized on the mother and 
her attendants, ever affected the child in con- 
fequence of her giving fuck. Infection came 
from without, another way. To guard againd 
this infection vinegar was kept boiling in the 
chambers of the fick, or the bark of Cafcarilla 
was burnt, which in a" great meafure corrected 
the horrible fcetor ufually attendant on the ad¬ 
vanced ftage of the diforder. 

It is remarked by our author, that the dyfen- 
teries that have prevailed at different times in 
the Royal Hofpital at Plymouth, have in general 
foon yielded to a grain or two of ipecacoanha, and 
half a drachm of cream of tartar, given everyfixth 
or eighth hour, together with tamarind whey or 
tamarind decotdion. The patients to whom thefe 
medicines were adminiffcred, for the mod part 
were fcorbutic; and their fluxes were brought on 
(as was thought) by a fudden rranfition from 
fait provifions, affording too little nutriment, to 
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a diet of frefh meat and vegetables, affording 
too much. But in this epidemic dyfentery thefe 
means failed, and it was found that ipecacoanha 
was but of little ufe unlefs it operated as an 
emetic, and then it relieved the patient con- 
fiderably. The fame thing was obferved of 
emetic tartar. 

With regard to the bark and opium, recom¬ 
mended and given by many in this diforder, 
even in its firfl: ftagfe, Mr. Geach remarks, 
that the antifeptic virtue attributed to the one, 
and the power of calming irritation for a time 
exifting in the other, will not, as far as he has 
experienced, fubdue this fever and flux, but will 
fometimes do mifehief by flopping up an evil, 
which, if the patient die not of the fever, will 
burft out elfewhere; or, if they fhould not have 
fuch an effect, they generally will inflate the 
belly, and this inflation can only be cured by a 
natural or artificial return of the flux, or at lead 
a diarrhoea. 

In a note to this part of the work the author 
informs us, that in a high degree of alkalefcent 
feurvy cream of tartar ufed as purgative, an r 
fwers, in many refpefls, better than the barkj 
frequent dofes of the latter given to remove that 
diforder, when the patients have been fallow and 

bloated. 
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bloated, having caufed large indurations in thti 
glands of the neck and axilla j but by fome weeks 
continuance of cream of tartar, fuch iwellings 
have difappeared or fuppurated. He has feere 
this efifeCt lately in fix patients received front 
fhips into the Royal Holpital. 

In treating of the diet of the Tick in the epi¬ 
demic dyfentery, Mr. Geach obferves, that feW 
rules could be laid down. Mutton broth till 
the appetite returned was the chief fuftenance. 
Some of his patients at the beginning of the 
diforder were eager for cyder j and cyder well 
fermented, and old, was given them not with 
any ill, but a good effect. One precaution 
however was obferved, not to deluge their fto- 
machs with, large draughts of this or any other 
liquor. They were alfo, at their own requeft, 
indulged with beer without any prejudice. 

InfpeCtion of the ftools, however difagreeable, 
is recommended to the practitioner, as it may 
often determine what medicine fhould be ad- 
miniftered. On this fubjeCt Mr. Geach remarks, 
that when the difcharge is crude and frothy, the 
ufe of a purgative in fmall dofes is indicated, 
while that which is ragged, green, or watery, 
(hews that the diforder will be either fatal or 
protraCted to a long period. 


Whatever 



Whatever be the contents of the ftools, they 
are directed to be removed as foon as pofiible* 
and the foul air purified by fumigation and fire, 
and diffipated by opening the windows, in order 
to prevent contagion. The fame precautions are 
recommended with refpeCt to bedding and cloath- 
ing. Negligence in thefe matters, obferves our 
author, may in part be produ&ive of the dif- 
order, and at any rate will tend to aggravate it, 
and fpread the infection to others. 
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D R. STOLL, the editor of this pofthumous 
collection, informs us in his preface, that 
he engaged in it at’the requeft of Baron Storck, 
to whom the late Dr, de Haen bequeathed his 
papers. 
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This firft volume, which is ornamented with a 
good engraving of the author, is to be* followed 
by two others that are to complete the work. ' 
The titles of the fix fecftions, into which it is 
divided, are as follows: I. Cafuum variorum decaf. 

II. Jphorifmi de Diagnofi et Prognofi in acutis , et 
Hippocratica circa urinas doftrina compendium. 

III. llijioria Morborum pracipue VarioJarum anno 
1744 fc? 1745 Ilaga-Batavorum obfervatarum. 

IV. De tujfi puerorum convulfiva , jiniente anno 
1746 £s? initio 1747 Haga-Batavorum obfervata. 

V. Hijloria Medica annorum 1747 1,748 Haga- 

Batavorum confcripta. VI. Dijfertatio de colica 
piftonum, dim ab aublore edita , nunc vero multis in 
locis ab eodem auffore correfla , et cafibus agrorum 
inedit is locupleta. 

The fubjeft of the firft of the ten cafes related in 
the firft leiftion was a married woman, aged 24, 
who from her infancy had been fubjecft to cough. 
The chief fymptoms of the difeafe were lalfitude, 
head-ach, oppreflion at the breaft, cough, quick 
pulfe, fever, difficult deglutition, and at times 
pain in the abdomen. A minute journal is given 
of the cafe from the 19th of April to the 2 2d 
of the following month, when the patient died. 
An account is added of the appearances on dif- 
fetfjon. The difficulty of fwallowing was pro- 
‘ bably 
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fcably merely the effedt of fpafm, as no caulc 
of it could be difeovered in the dead body. The 
lungs were found difeafed, and adhering to the 
pleura; and in the abdomen an introfufeeption 
was obferved in the inteftinum ileum. 

In the fecond cafe we have an account of a 
hernia femoratis in a woman aged 59 years. The 
cafe terminated fatally, though the inteftine wa* 
reduced fifteen holirs before the death of the 
patient. The vomiting and fingultus ceafed 
immediately after the reduction of the hernia, 
but no ftool followed it. On difledtion the 

r 

hernia was found to have been occafioned by a 
.portion of the inteftinum ileum which was free 
from obflrudtion, and not in a difeafed Hate. A 
pound of crude mercury, which had been given 
to the patient, was found in the ftomach and 
duodenum, having been prevented from pafliog 
further by the prefiure of the omentum, which 
was much difeafed. 

The third is the cafe of a fhoemaker, who 
from his 2 2d to his 29th year had been trou¬ 
bled with fymptoms of the (lone, for which 
he was admitted into the hofpital, where he re¬ 
mained under the author’s care from Feb. 1756 
to June 1757, when he was difmifled cured. 
An account of his cafe is to be found in the 

fecond 
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fecond and third volumes of the Ratio Medendu 
From that time he remained perfe&ly free from 
any fymptoms of calculus, but was fubjeft to 
frequent attacks of pleu'rify, which at length 
proved fatal to him in October 1773. On dif- 
fedtion no calculus was found in the bladder, 
but upon opening it, it appeared of a white 
colour, diftended, rough, and as it were of a 
callous confidence. Externally at the fundus 
of the bladder the peritonaeum was refle&ed over 
an enormous mafs of fat. 

The fourth cafe affords us the difieftion of a 
dropfical woman, of wliofe difeafe no account 
Was to be found in De Haen*s papers. The cu* 
taneous veins of the neck and thorax were varU 
cous, and on opening the abdomen a large cyft 
Was difcovered adhering every where to the peri* 
tonasum, and containing about 24 quarts of a 
foetid reddifh water. A great part of the fie 
Was filled with a firm, fkfhy-like mafs, and in 
fome places with a fteatomatous and atheroma* 
tous fubltance divided into feveral fmaller cyfts, 
In all of which there was the fame kind of fluid 
as in the larger one. The body of the uterus 
Was prefied upwards by this tumour, and th$ 
cervix uteri ftretched four inches in length. Th$ 
tubes and ovaria were perfe&ly found. 

Vol, II. N* VI. Ddd The 
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The ileum was comprefled by the hard part 
of the tumour, and together with the jejunum 
was diftended to three inches in diameter. The 
omentum adhered to the anterior furface of the 
cyft, and its veins were fufficiently dilated to ad¬ 
mit a goofe quill. The ftomach, liver, and 
fpleen were free from difeafe, but pufhed up 

i 

Jiigher than ufual. 

The fifth was a cafe of what the author 

« » 

calls a pleuro-peripneumonia, The patient was a 
maid fervant, 24 years old. The difeafe began 
with painful refpiration, anxiety, colic pains, 
vomiting, and a ftrong, full, equal pulle. The 
ftate of the pulfe continued the fame till within 
five hours of her death. The vomiting cealed 
on the feventh day of the difeafe. Here the au-? 
thor takes occafion to inform us, that it was a 
general obfervation in the hofpital, that in acute 
difeafes the more the patients drink the lefs they 
vomit, (‘ quo plus bibunt <£gri, eo minus vcmunt ’). 
On examining the dead body of this patient the 
cavities of the heart, aorta, and pulmonary 
artery were found filled with a polypous con¬ 
cretion. The lungs, pleura, and diaphragm 
were in a highly inflamed ftate. 

The fixth is a cafe of jaundice fucceeded 
by dropfy, in a weaver twenty-five years old. 

-/The 
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' The difeife terminated in death, and on difle&ion 
fixteen quarts of a yellowifh and foetid water 
were found in the cavity of the abdomen. The 
liver was indurated, diminifhed in bulk fo as to 
weigh only a pound and nine ounces, and was 
in fome parts of a brownifh-yellow colour, and 
in others in a gangrenous ftate. The gall blad¬ 
der was fmall, and its coats thickened. Its 
fundus was gangrenous, and it contained a dark 
red coloured fanies. Its neck was obftrufted by 
a gall ftone, of an oval fhape, of about the Tize 
of a fmall filberd nut. The dudtus choledochus 
communis remained open, fo that the hepatic 
bile had a free courfe into the .inteftine. The 
fpleen was harder and larger than ufual. The 
pancreas was of a cartilaginous confidence, and 
compofed as it were of a great number of fmall 
tubercles. The lungs abounded with tubercles, 
fo as to exhibit nearly the fame appearance as 
the pancreas. The dura mater, periofteum, and 
ligaments had acquired a yellowifh colour, but 
the pia mater was lefs affe&ed. The medullary 
fubftance of the brain was extremely white, and 
the cortex was likewife free from any yellow 
tinge. 

In the fifth cafe we have an account of a 
rheumatic fever, of which the patient recovered. 

D d d 2 The 
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The fcventh contains the difledlion of a youth, 
thirteen years old, who was drowned in the Da¬ 
nube. On examining the brain of this fubjedt 
the veins of the pia mater, and the finufes of the 
dura mater at the bafis of the craniyim, appeared 
greatly diftended with blood, but the arteries 
were in their natural (late. The ventricles of 
the brain were empty. The confidence of the 
cerebrum was extremely firm. The lungs were 
turgid with air, and fvvam when thrown into 
water. 

After this follows the difledlion of a dropfical 
head. The fubjedt vyas a boy four years and a 
half old. Two years before his death he was cb- 
ferved to be lefs lively and adtive than ufual, but in 
other refpedls was thought to be in good health. 
By degrees his head was found to increafe in 
bulk in a greater proportion than the reft of hi$ 
body, fo that during tlie laft year of his life he 
was obliged to reft it almoft conftantly on a 
pillow. His fen'fes remained undifturbed to the 
laft, and he was never convulfed. At length 
he became more and more difpofed to fieep, and 
in this ftate expired quietly June 5th, 1775. 

On meafuring the fize of the head, a tape cac¬ 
hed from the forehead to the occiput was found 
to mealure two (Yienna) feet wanting an inch; 

and 
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_ and from the vertex to the chin two feeC. 
Throughout the whole coronal future the bones 
were dilated a finger’s breadth, but the fagittal 
and occipital futures were pretty well clofed. 

Upon opening the cranium no fluid was ob- 
fervable between the bones and the dura mater, 
pr between the latter and the pia mater. This 
laft membrane and the cerebrum appeared in a 
natural ftate, but the latter was not fo deeply 
furrowed as in healthy fubjeds. The lateral 
ventricles were diftended to an enormous bulk. 
The quantity of water collected in them amounted 
to upwards of three pints. The thalami ner¬ 
vorum opticorum were fo comprefied by the weight 
of fluid as to be hardly perceptible. The third 
and fourth ventricles, though filled''with water 
from their communication with thofe above, 
were not diftended. 

The cerebellum externally was in a purulent 
ftate; internally it was compofed of a yellow, 
homogeneous cheefe-like fubftance, without the 
leaft veftige of the arbor vit*e. 

The tenth and laft is the cafe of an afthmatlt 
woman, who died of apoplexy in the fifth month 
of her pregnancy. On difiedion the veins of 
fhe pia mater were found to be varicous, and 
the ldngs confiderably infarded. 

With 
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With regard to the other fettions of the pre- 
fent volume we {hall content ourfelves with hav¬ 
ing enumerated their contents. The fecond 
volume of the work is to contain the moft in- 
terefting cafes that occurred to the author during 
his refidence at the Hague, and in the iaft will 
be given his medical correfpondence with Van 
Swieten. 


iV. Differtatio Medica de Tuffi Convul/iva In¬ 
fantum . AuElore Carolo Strack, M. D. Emi- 

t 

went iff* ac Celfif Princ. EleEt-. Mogunt. Jud . 
Aul. Conf. 6 Injlitut. Med. Profejf. publ. et ord. 
Facult. Med. AJfeff. Electoral. Utilium Scient. 
Academ. Erf ord. et Princ . Haffac.-Gieffon. So - 
do. 8vo. Moguntke, p. 28. 

T H F. tuffs convul/iva, or hooping cough , is one 
of thofe difeafes, concerning which very 
different opinions have been maintained by me¬ 
dical authors. Some have fuppofed the principal 
feat of the complaint to be in the ftomach; others 
in the lungs; while one of the lateft writers on 
the fubjeft alledges, that the caufe of it is to be 
fought for neither in the lungs nor the ftomach, 
but in the inteftinal canal, A pathology of the 
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difeafe different from either of thole is given in 
the prefent performance, which is the produc¬ 
tion of a judicious and experienced writer. 

Dr. Strack fets out with defining the difeafe, 
after which he traces its fymptoms and progrefs 
with great accuracy. It begins, he obferves, 
with a flight cough, which neither quickens the 
pulfe, nor difturbs the fleep or the appetite of 
the patient. It is attended, however, with this 
peculiar circumftance, that the throat is more 
affefted by it than the thorax. In this manner 
it proceeds for a week, and fometimes longer, 
when it becomes more violent and frequent, fo 
as to difturb the patient’s breathing, and at the 
end of about the third week it feems to be at 
its height. 

Of the difeafe at this period the author pre- 
fents us with the following defcription, which 
we fhall give in his own words: 

“ Ronchus in gutture auditur, qualem fere 
blandiens felis, ubi Heri circum crura mollis 
ferpit, rotare confuefcit. Sequitur titillatio ibi¬ 
dem, proximeque tuffis vehementer erumpit, 5 c 
ut incepit, fpiritum convullorio modo expellere 
atque ad extremum ufque halitum exprimere 
continuat: adeo ut eundem aeger vix arripere 
intufque reducere queat, Yere veluti ilia tuffis, 

/ , quas 
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^uas bibentem aliquem homincm, fiquid potus 
illapfum in ejus glottidem eft, praefocat atque 

convellit. Aiit quemadmodiim ira excande- 

\ 

fcentes pueri, qui cum plOrare incipiunt, ani- 
mam (ut matres loqui folent, & cuique noturrl 
eft) retinent. Inde facies furfurtt pulfo atque ill 
venas coadto fanguine turget, profundeque rubra 
atque livida evenit. Ob quern utique colorem 
ifte tufii nomen lividae (der blaue Huften) a no- 
ftratibus datum eft. Et cum -tali labore pulfus 
fupra modum ex pulmone atque ad fuffocationem 
ufque eXprefilis omnis aer eft, quasrunt item 
pueri eundem magna vi laboriofoque conatU 
altum inter acutumque fufpirium arripere: idque 
nituntur levata cervice, fixifque fcapulis, atque 
magno oris hiatu, didudtifque trucum oculorum 
palpebris; afthmaticorum inftar. Ob id panfa 
brachia parieti opponere folent, fcilicet lit tali 
fulcimento adjuti aerem fortius ttahere queant* 
quern ut traxerunt, fimiliter iterum per tuftis 
violentiam ad extremum ufque fpiritum exten- 
duntj iterumque vi atque anxia agi'tatione revel* 
lunt. Sic quefexies deciesve repetitis continue 
vicibus. Horribile profefto vifu & metu plenunl 
Ipedtaculnm ! 

“ Finito ifto tormento aegri lafti funt, & mem* 
bra fatigata habent, atque obdormifeunt. Vera 

veluti 
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veluti qui a morbo caduco torpent, atque fomnd 
bpprimilntur.” 

The patient experiences, we are told, from 
twenty to thirty of thefe attacks every day. 
During the flrft weeks of the dileafe only a 
thin lymph is difeharged from the throat, fauces, 
and mouth; but by degrees the mucus becomes 
bf a thicker confidence, refembling the white 
of an egg, and is coughed tip with great diffi¬ 
culty. After this follows a thick, white dif- 
charge, not unlike the cream of milk coagulated^ 
and in proportion as this is ejected the cough 
becomes milder and lels frequent, gradually de- 
creafing for the fpace of two or three weeks. 
At length, oblerves our author, orily a flight 
tough remains, which comes on once or twice 
bvery evening, continuing to return in this man¬ 
ner during two or three months if the difordef 
is left to itfelf. 

With regard to the caufe of this difeafe, Dr. 
Strack is perfuaded, that it is feated in the glands 
of the fauces and glottis, particularly in thofe 
which are placed between the larynx and the 
bafis of the tongue. That the feat of the com¬ 
plaint is not below the larynx or in the lungs 
therrifelVes, he thinks probable, becaufe in the 
Vol. II. N° VI. Bee in- 
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intervals of coughing the breathing is perfectly 
free and unaffedted, and becaufe the cough itfelf 
is exadlly fimilar to that which is produced by- 
irritating the larynx, as happens, for inftance, 
when any of our food or drink pafies into it. 

That the fource of the difeafe is to be found in 
the ftomach, he fuppofes to be equally unlikely, 
the vomiting which is brought on by the cough 
being the effedt, not of any morbid ftate of the 
ftomach, but merely of the caufe juft now men¬ 
tioned, the irritation of the glottis. As a fur- 
, ther proof of this, he adds, that the patients , 
have no foulnefs of the tongue, no fenfe of 
Dppreffion after meals, both which circumftances 
would take place were the ftomach affedted. 

After having explained his ideas concerning 
the feat of the difeafe, our author proceeds to 
point out the two ftages which he thinks are ob- 
fervable in its progrefs. Thefe are the Jtadium 
cruditatis , and the Jladium concoRionis , the latter 
he deferibes as taking place when the cough be¬ 
gins to abate, and when the mucus brought up 
is white and grumous. The more it'exhibits of 
this clotted appearance the more complete is faid 
to be the concodrion. 

During the firft of thefe ftages, the author 
• contents himfelf, if the patient is an infant, with 

pre« 
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prefcribing a lincStus compofed of two drachms 
of el. amygdal. mixed with yolk of egg, and an 
ounce of fyrup of manna with the addition of 
two grains of fulphur aurat. antimon. Of this 
medicine fmall dofes are dire&ed to be admi- 
niftered frequently. The bowels are to be oc- 
cafionally emptied by a glyfter; and when the 
fymptoms have been violent he has experienced 
good effects from a blifter between the Ihoulders, 
and from venaefe£tion. 

The food during this period, he obferves, 
Ihould be light, eafy of digeftion, and taken in 
fmall quantities, fo as to avoid diftending the 
ftomach. Whenever the patient coughs vio¬ 
lently, and the mucus is heard loofened and 
rattling in the throat, he recommends the in¬ 
troducing a finger into the mouth in order to 
bring it away, and if between the fits of cough¬ 
ing there appears to be danger of fuffocation, 
we are advifed to blow ftrongly into the patient’s 
mouth in order to diftend the lungs. For the 
fame reafon large, airy apartments are recom¬ 
mended, and in bed he advifes the patients to 
lie lightly covered, without curtains, and to 
fleep on one fide rather than in a fupine pof- 
ture. 

When the difeafe has arrived at its feco:.id 

- E e e 2 ftage* , 
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ftage, Dr. Strack prefcribes live grains of ipe- 
cacoanha as an emetic, after which he returns 
to the ufe of the linftus, and at the end of feven 
or eight days repeats the vomit. After this 
fecond puke he has generally obferved, that the 
cough and other fymptoms have been almoft 
entirely removed, and a mild purgative has been 
fufficient to complete the cure. By this mode 
of treatment he allures us, that in general the 
difeafe has feldom extended itfelf beyond four 
weeks, 

Towards the end of the work he takes occa- 
fion to remark, that he has never feen any one 
attacked a fecond time with this difeafe. 

In an appendix to this little work the author 
prefents us with feveral aphorifms under the title 
of K PoJrt tones, from which we lhall feleft thp 
following: 

* c Qui choreas lan< 5 li Viti caufam in nervis 
quasrunt, longe a re< 5 to aberrant. 5 * 

“ Qui pueri cum magnis genitalibus & pen- 
dulis tefticulis nafcuntur, et denfa fupercilia et 
claucos oculos habent, hi ante loquelam tabe 

confumuntur.’* 

* . . . ' 

“ Viri torofi, denfam et craflam cutim ha- 
Bentes pilis letofis hirtam, barbam item denfam, 
fortefque capillos, fi fimul latas et humilis fta- 

tur« 
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turae funt, ut plurimnm 60 annos non fuper- 
vivunt. Moriuntur autem vel ob corruptum 
hepar, vel ob hydropem.” 

“ Glabri et delicatiores, fi fobrie vivunt, fe* 
niores hunt.” 

** Cicuta fi vel urinam. vel fudorem cum pru- 
ritu pellit, juvat. Si non, non.” 

SECTION II. 

Essays and Observations. 

I. An account of an abfcefs of the Mediajlinum , 
mijlaken for an Aneurifm. By an ingenious Sur¬ 
geon and teacher of Anatomy lately deceafed. 
Communicated by a member of the Society. Read 
December io, 1781. 

I T has been obferved, that a fuppuration 
forr.etimes takes place between the two lami¬ 
nae of the pleura that compofe the mediaftinum, 
and in fuch cafes we are advifed by M. de la 
Martiniere*, in his ingenious Memoir on this 
fubjeft, to trepan the fternum. But a difeafe of 
this kind occurs fo rarely, that fome pra&itioners 
qf great knowledge and experience have doubted 

? Mem, de l’Acad, de Chirurgie, Tome IV. 

the 
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the pofiibility of its exiftence. It is certain, 
however, that feveral cafes of this fort have hap¬ 
pened, and I remember about the year 1758 to 
have feen an inftance of it in a ftrong, middle- 
aged man, by occupation a porter, who, in car¬ 
rying a heavy burden along the ftreet, fell with 
his breaft againft the pavement. 

He was admitted into an holpital in London, 
and complained of great pain about the fternum, 
the integuments of which were much bruifed, 
but no fracture either of the fternum or ribs 
could be difcovered by the moft accurate exami¬ 
nation. 

Vensefe&ion, gentle evacuations by ftool, a 
cooling regimen, and other means were employed 
to obviate any inflammatory fymptoms that might 
arife. The patient complained of pain and dif¬ 
ficulty in breathing, and in a few days after his 
admifiion a tumour began to appear about the 
middle of the fternum, the part that had been 
injured by the -fall. This fwelling increafed by 
degrees to a confiderable bulk, and was attended 
with a pulfation, like that of an aneurifm, which, 
was eafily to be felt by placing a finger on each 
Tide of the fternum. 

Thefe appearances induced the furgeons to 
treat the cafe as an aneurifm of, the aorta. Ve- 
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nasfeCtion was frequently repeated, and the patient 
was directed to be kept quiet. The integuments, 
however, became gradually thinner and thinner, 
and at length burft, but inftead of an extrava- ' 
fation of arterial blood and the death of the, pa¬ 
tient, both which were expeCted to take place, 
a great quantity of pus was difcharged from the 
opening. The nature of the cafe being now un- 
derftood, the wound was dilated, and the man 
obtained a cure. 

It is obfervable, that in M. de la Martiniere’s 
paper juft now referred to, not a fingle cafe is 
related in which the trepan was applied to the 
fternum before the burfting of the tumour, and 
indeed we have as yet no characterizing fymp- 
toms laid down by which we can with certainty 
be enabled to diftinguifli this from fome other 
dileafes j as the pain, difficulty of breathing, 

and fyneope that are faid to attend it will like- 

\ 

wife accompany a fraCture of the fternum, and 
in the cafe juft now related there was no parti¬ 
cular fymptom prefent that could lead us to dif- 
tinguifh it from an aneurifm of the aorta. 
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II. A cafe of Tuffis convulfiva attended with Eni-' 
phyfema , that terminated fatally. Communicated 
by F. Swediar* M. D. Phyfician iu London* 
Read December 17, 1781* 

T H E following cafe of tuflis convulfiva, on 
account of fome fingular circumftances 
that attended it, will perhaps not be deemed 
unworthy the attention of the Society. 

A ftrong, healthy boy, about four years old, 
was attacked in June 1779 with fymptoms of 
the hooping cough. The diieafe went on in its 
ufual way, but at the end of a month the fits 
of coughing became uncommonly violent. Bleed¬ 
ing, emetics, a blifter to the back, and a variety 
of antifpafmodic medicines were tried without 
tffeft. At length a considerable tumour waS 
perceived near the trachea, which Upon examina¬ 
tion was found to contain air. The patient’s 
breathing became extremely difficult* and was 
attended with confiderable wheezing. In lefs 
than twelve hours the whole body became em- 
phyfematous. The nature of the difeafe was 
now clearly afeertained, and the parents were in¬ 
formed of the danger of the cafe and of the 
neceffity there was of pundluring the fkin in 
order to difeharge the air-, but they obftinately 

refufed- 
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refufed to allow any fuch operation to be per¬ 
formed, and the child died the next day. The 
parents, who, like many other perfons in the 
lower ranks of life, abounded with prejudices, 
would not permit the dead body to be inipedted, 
fo that we can only hazard a conjecture con- 
terning the means by which the cellular mem¬ 
brane became fo diftended with air as to bring 
on a fatal emphyfema. Is it not probable there¬ 
fore, all circumftances confidered, that the hoop¬ 
ing cough, under which the child laboured, by 
its violence ruptured the ligamentous fobftance 
connecting the rings of the trachea, and fo 
afforded an opening, through which the air 
gradually infinuated itfelf into the cells of the 
tela cellulofa? 


SECTION III. 

Medical and Philosophical News. 

^PHE Royal Medical Society at Paris have 
X. propofed the following queftion for a 
prize of .600 livres: “ What are the figns that 
<s announce a difpofition to Phthifis Pulmonalis, 
** and what are the means of preventing the 
“ attack, or flopping the progrefs of that dif- 
Vol.IL N®VJ. Fff “ eafe ? 
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cafe ?” The diflertations on this fubjeCt are to 
be written in Latin or French, and fent to M. 
Vicq. D’Azyr, Secretary to the Society, before 
the ift of January 1783. 


The Royal Academy of Sciences at Copen¬ 
hagen have offered a gold medal of the value 
of 100 rix dollars to the perfon “ who fhall 
11 carry to a higher degree of perfection and ac- 
“ curacy the means of afcertaifting the falubrity 
“ of the air, and who (hall confirm the truth 
“ of his precepts by new experiments.” The 
diflertations on this fubjeCt are to be written in 
Latin, Danifh, French, or German, and fent 
before the 31ft of Auguft 1782 to M. de Lux- 
dorph, Knight of the Order of Danebrog and 
Prefident of the Society. 


The Abbe Mann, of the Academy of Sci¬ 
ences at Bruflels, after having been long fubjeCt 
to the gout, began about three years ago to take 
the Extrattum Cicut in the ufe of which he 
has perfevered ever fince, and for the laft eighteen 
months has had no return of his complaint. 
We are informed that he means foon to publifh 
an account of his cafe. 


Mr, 
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Mr. Rinman, an ingenious Swedilh chemift, 
has invented a method of lining copper and other 
culinary utenfils with an enamel compofed of 
equal parts of fufible fpar and gypfum, calcined 
and powdered. After moiftening the furface of 
the metal this compofition is direfted to be fpread 
over it, and then the veffel is to be expofed to a 
certain degree of heat. 


On Monday, July the 9th 1781, Dr. Morizot 
des Landes, phyfician at Paris, was called to 
the aftiftance of the Jacobin Monks in that city; 
Thefe perfons, who were twenty-one in number, 
complained of violent head-ach, pain of the 
bowels, diarrhoea, excellive weaknefs of the 
whole body, particularly of the legs, and a 
conftant pain at the fore part of the thighs. 
All of them had more or lefs of fever, and 
fome were troubled with cramp in the calves of 
their legs. They who were firft attacked had 
likewife experienced acute pain at the ftomagh, 
and anxiety about the prascordia. 

So many perfons complaining at the fame time 
of the fame fymptoms left no room to doubt 
that a common caufe had adted on them all. It 

F f f 2 ap- 
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appeared that on the preceding Friday and Satur¬ 
day their dinners had confided of fifh drefled on 
Thurfday evening in a copper faucepan, and 
that the cook after drawing off the water had 
poured vinegar on the fifh, which in this date 
had been differed to remain for a confiderable 
time in the veflfcl. Some of the monks began 
to be affe&ed on the Friday, the red not till 
the day following. Fiom this account it ap- 
peared clear that their complaints originated 
from the poifon of copper. 

The remedies employed by Dr. des Landes 
confided of mild purges, glyfters, broths, and 
diluting, mucilaginous liquors. By means of 
thefe all the monks were perfedUy recovered in 
five or fix days, but a vifitor, who dined at the 
convent on the Saturday,' and who took an eme¬ 
tic, continued in a very ill date of health till 
the month of September.— Journ. de Med . 


M. Dombay, the botanid mentioned in a 
former part * of this volume, has fent to his 
friend M. de la Lande at Paris, a fpecimen of 
Quinoa feed, which is fuid to be equal to rice in 

* 274 - 
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goodnefs. It is producecf by a fpecies of chen~ 
opodium that grows on the mountains of Peru, 
and might probably be cultivated to advantage 
in Europe. Each plant produces about a thou- 
fand feeds. 

M. Dombay has likewife fent home two prepa¬ 
rations of potatoes, one called by the Peruvians 
pape feca and the other Chuno, from which thofe 
people derive a confiderable part of their nourifh- 

ment. , . 

The pape feca is prepared by boiling the po¬ 
tatoes in water, after which they are peeled, and 
expofed to the fun and air till they are per- 
fe&ly dry. 

• The procefs for making the Chuno confifts in 
freezing the potatoes, and depriving them of 
their peel, after which they are placed in a cur¬ 
rent of water during fifteen or twenty days, and 
then dried in the fun. 


Extrafl of a letter from Dennis Ryan, M. D. 
to Dr. Simmons, F. R. S. dated at Bath in Ja¬ 
maica, April 24th 1781. 

“ During a month’s refidence at this place I 
have carefully noticed the ftate of the atmo- 

fphere. 
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fphere. I fhall not trouble you w‘th the whole 
of my journal, but fhall content fnyfelf with 
giving you the greateft and lead heights of the 
thermometer in the fhade. My obfervations 
have generally been made three times a day; 
viz. at feven o’clock in the morning, at noon, 
and at ten at night. 


* 


Greateft Height. 

Morning, 

April 15, 21, and 

23* — 7S° 

Noon, 

——— 12, 20, • 

- ; 84 

Night, 

-— 

— 79 


, 

Lead Height, 

Morning, 

April 2 and 10, 

— 7<j° 

Noon, 

-22 and 23, 

“ 79 . 

Night, 

- n. 

- 74 


In order to afcertain the heat of the Bath water, I 
immerfed a thermometer into a calibafh full of 
it, and in the fpace of about two minutes the 
mercury role to 12 z°. I then held it about a 
minute under the fpout as it comes down from 
the rock, and the 'quickftlver pointed at 123°, 
which, if I miftake not, is by fome degrees 
greater than the heat of the Bath water -in Eng¬ 
land. 

The water at its fource emits a ftrong ful- 
phureous vapour, which affedls a perfon at the, 
diitance of feveral yards. It rs very fparkling 
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in the glafs, and in its tafte refembles the Eng- 
lifh Bath water, but as yet there has been rio 
fatisfa&ory analyfis of it. As an external ap¬ 
plication it is found to do good in obftinate 
ulcers, and in gouty and rheumatic pains. Taken 
internally it affords great relief in bilious com¬ 
plaints, and in obftru&ions of the abdominal 
vifcera, but if adminiftered without the previous 

ufe of fome laxative medicines, it is apt to bring 

* 

on great heat, head-ach, and other difagreeable 
fymptoms.” 


At the anniverfary meeting of the Royal So¬ 
ciety of London, on the 30th of November 
1781, Mr. William Herfchel of Bath received 
the Copleian medal from the hands of the Pre- 
fident, as a reward for his having difcovered a 
new ftar. 


A new work by Sir Clifton Wintringham, 
Barr, entitled Adverfaria Medica , is now in the 
prefs. 


Some experiments have lately been made in 
the Royal Infirmary at Edinburgh with the 
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digitalis purpurea , or fox-glove , which prove it to 
be a medicine of confiderable efficacy in drop fy. 


PROMOTIONS. 

/ 

Nov. 3. Thomas Norford* M. A. of Caius 
College, Cambridge, to be M. B.—9. Mr. J. 
Cahuac to be apothecary to the London Dif- 
penfary. 

Dec. 4. Mr. Patrick Maxwell to be furgeori 
to the 54th regiment of foot in the room of 

Mr.- Gordon.—Mr. John Johnfton of the 

37th regiment of foot to be apothecary to the 
General Hofpital in North America in the room 
of Richard Proftor, M. D.~— 8. Mr. Charles 
Kerr to be lurgeon to the 37th regiment of foot; 
**-15. Devereux Mytton, M. B. of Pembroke 
College, Oxford, to be M. D.—20. Dr. Theo¬ 
dore Forbes Leith, phyfician at Greenwich, to 
be a Fellow of the Royal Society. 


DEATHS. 

X 

Nov. 9. At Pangbourn-lane near Reading, iri 
an advanced age, Peter Zinzam, M. D. author 
of the Snipe, a poem. 

Dea 
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Nov. 30. At Paris, Theodore Tronchih, M.D, 
Citizen of Geneva, Member of the Royal Aca¬ 
demy of Surgery at Paris, and of the Royal So¬ 
cieties of London* Berlin, and Stockholm, and 
Firft Phyfician to the Duke of Orleans. 

Dec. 20. Mr. James Alexander, apothecary in 
Dartmouth-ftreet, Weftminften. 


SECTION IV. 
Monthly Catalogue. 

A 

1. A Complete collection of the Medical and 
XjL Philofophical works of John Fothergill\ 
M. D. F. R. S. and S. A. Member of the 
Royal Colleges of Phyficians at London and 
Edinburgh; of the Roval Medical Society at 
Paris; and of the American Philofophical So¬ 
ciety. With an account of his life and ccca- 

- fional notes. By John Elliot , M. D. 8vo. 

« 

Walker , London 1781. 685 pages, with three 

- copper plates. 6s. 6d. in boards. 

The different articles of this work are ar¬ 
ranged according to the order of time in which 
they were originally publilhed. The firft in the 
lift is the author’s Fhefis de Emeticorum ufu in 
variis Morbis trattandis , printed at Edinburgh 
Vol. II. N° VI. G g g in 
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in 1736. This is followed by Remarks on the 
neutral falts of plant j, and on Terra foliata Tar- 
tari JVom the 5th volume of the Edinburgh 
Medical Efiays i and by four papers from the 
Philofophical Tranfa&ions; viz. 1 Effay upon 
the origin of Amber' 2. ‘ Obfervations on the 
Manna Perjicum* 4. ‘ Obfervations on a cafe 
publijhed in the Medical FJfays , &c. of recovering 
' a man dead in appearance * 3. ‘ De Diapbrag- 

mate fiffo , mutatis quorundam vifeerum fedibus , in 
cadavere puelU decern menfium , obfervatis, Epijiola. 

4. ‘ An account of fome obfervations and experi¬ 
ments made in Siberia , extra&ed from the pre¬ 
face to Gmelin’s Flora Sibirica .’ After thefe we 
are prefented with the author’s Account of the 
putrid fore throaty and the remainder of the col- , 
left ion confifts of his papers from the Medical 
Obfervations and Inquiries, and his accounts of 
the lace Mr. Peter Collinfon and Dr. Ruflell.— 
The whole is accurately printed on a good paper, 
fo as to form' a cheap and elegant volume, which 
has the merit of containing only fuch pieces as 
were publifhed by the author in his life-time. 
In the Gentleman’s Magazine, and other perio¬ 
dical publications, there are feveral little eflky* 
on the weather and reigning difeafes, on the 
Simarouba, and other fubjedb, which are con-. 

fide red. 
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fidered, 'and with good reafon, as the production 
of Dr. Fothergill’s pen j but as they were in 
general written in hafte, and were never pub- 
lickly avowed by the author, we confider the 
omiffion of them in the prefent collection as a 
mark of the editor’s judgment, and of his refpeCt 
for thfr memory of Dr. Fothergill. 

In a future number of our Journal we piean 
to prefent our readers with fome extracts from 

Dr. Elliot’s life of the author. 

* 

a. Cafes in Midwifery; with references, quo¬ 
tations, and remarks, B) William Perfeft^ fur- 
geon, of Weft-Mailing, in Kent. Vol. I. 8vo. 
Fijher , Rochefter; and Dod/ky, London, 1781. 
401 pages, 6s. 

Mr. PerfeCt profefles to give this work to 
the public as a collection of faCts, faithfully 
related, and as the refult of attentive obferva- 
tion, and of a long and pretty extenfive expe¬ 
rience. Several of the cafes were communicated 
by letter to the late Dr. Colin Mackenzie, whofc 
anfwers to the author are inferted in the work. 

To his account of each cafe Mr. / PerfeCt has 
added quotations and remarks from different 
writers on midwifery. The cafes are fixty-nine 
in number; amongft them we meet with feveral 
interefting faCts. 

Ggg2 
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In the feventh, which is a cafe of twins, we 
have an account of an uncommon ftruCture of 
the funis. The two placentas-—lays our au- 
thor—adhered fo clofely together as to appear 
“ almoft one compact body, with two diftinCt 
chords, one of which was bifurcated to the 
“ length of two inches and three quarters next 
“ to its infertion into the placenta.”-r-In a letter 
to the author on this occafion- Dr. Mackenzie 
fpeaks of this bifurcated funu 4 as a molt ex- 
* traordinary appearance,’ and what he never 
had met with. In the fame letter Dr. M. fpeak- 
ing of the forceps, obferves, that “ the rules 
t 4 for their application, which are laid down by 
“ Smellie, are truly the molt valuable parts qf 
44 his book.” ' - 

The ninth cafe affords an inftance of twins, 
with an intervention of fix days between the 
births of the two children. 

In the fourteenth we have an account of a 
woman who in fix lucceffive labours had an un- 
common contraction of the uterus, preventing 
the cxpulfion of the placenta, which was de¬ 
livered, each time, fpontaneOufly about the third 
day.—The 19th and 20th are cafes of abortion 
at the end of four and fix months, in confe- 
quence of the fmall pox. In the 49th cafe the 

/■ de-j 
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delivery was obftruCled by the extraordinary 
fize of the fhoulders, the width of the body at 
that part being nearly eight inches and a quarter. 
The child was dead and fomewhat enlarged by 
purrefaddon. The author effected the delivery 
by means of the blunt hook. The placenta 
was in many parts of a cartilaginous confift- 
ence.. After this follows a cafe of flooding 
and convulfions, which terminated fatally juft at 
the time our author entered the patient’s cham¬ 
ber. Upon introducing his hand into the uterus 
the child was found prefenting with the thorax. 
It was eafily turned and delivered, but died in 
a minute after its birth. The 68th cafe affords 
an jnftance of a fatal retroverfion of the uterus. 

From Dr. Mackenzie’s letters to our author 
we fhall prefent our readers with the following 
extraCt: “It has been the opinion of many 
“ Engliffi and French authors, that there fre- 
“ quently have been laborious labours, when 
“ the vertex has firft offered; but in all the 
“ difficult ones I have attended, where the head 
“ has prefented, the ear was the part next the 
“ os tinea. It is very feldom a labour can re- 
“ quire the ufe of inftruments, and they ought 
W never to be haftily ufed. Some os tineas will 
^ take much longer time for dilating, than 

others. 
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44 others, patience is a venerable maxim, par- 
“ ticularly in the profeffion of midwifery. La 
“ Motte bad this virtue in great perfection, and 
44 was commendable for fubmitting fo much to 
u providence and the decifion of nature; who, 
44 when Ihe finds a difficulty attending the ex- 
44 clufion of tfie foetus, will fometimes take 
44 two, three, four, or even five or fix days, 
44 to prepare the pafiage by lubricating it with 
44 a mucus, and then will make her laft effort 
44 with the utmoft force; which is generally 
44 very decifive, unlefe the child fhould be too 
44 large, praeternaturally fituated, or the pelvis 
44 , too narrow,” 

This firft volume is to be followed by a 
fecond, which is faid to be already in the prefs, 
and in great tor wardnefs. 

3. Chemical effays. By Richard IFatfon^ D. D* 
F. R, S. and Regius Profefior of Divinity in 
the Univerfity of Cambridge. i2mo. Cambridge, 
1781. VoJ. I. 349 p. Vol. II. 368 pages. 

The author informs us in his Prefa:e, that 
•his principal view in undertaking this work was 
-to convey in a popular way a general kind of 
knowledge to perfons not much verfed in che¬ 
mical inquiries ; and fo far we think his per¬ 
formance may be ufeful, as it contains a variety 

of 


r 



[ 4^3 ] 

of obfervations that will be interelfcing to the 
Englilh reader. As the fubje&s treated of in 
thefe volumes are but little allied to medical 
chemiftry, we (hall only mention the titles of the 
feveral eflays contained in them, and add a few 
remarks that occurred to us in the perufal of 
the work. 

m ' N ^ 

Vol. I. Efiay i. Of the rife and progrsfs of 
chemijlry. 2. Of the principal terms and opera¬ 
tions ufed in chemijlry. 3. Of faline fubjlances . 
4. Of fire t fulphur y and phlogiflon. 5. Of the 
origin of fubterraneous fires. 6 . Of vitriols t and 
the reputed tranfmutaticn of iron into copper. 7. 
Of nitre or faltpetre, and the application of its acid 
to the inflammation of ^ils and the congelation df 
quickfilver. 8 . Of the manner of making faltpetre 
in Europe , and of its generation. 9. On the 
manner of making faltpetre in the Eafl Indies. 

Vol. II. Efiay 1. Of the compofition and ana- 
lyfis of gun-powder. 2. Of common fait. 3. Of 
common fait and ;litre as manures . 4. Of the fait- 

nefs and temperature of the fea. $. Of frefh water 
procurable from fea water by congelation and dif- 
tillation. &. Of calcareous earths , crude and cal¬ 
cined. 7. Of clay t marie , and gypfeous alabajler 
or plafier Jlone. 8. Of pit-coal. 


In 
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- In the third eflay of the firfk volume cream 
of tartar is fpoken of as an acid, but the fa<ft 
is, that it is a middle fait confifting of an alkali 
fuperfaturated with an acid. In the fame effay, 
we are told* that “ by burning cream of tartar* 

« f a it of tartar or an alkali is prepared, the 
« ac id being probably changed into an alkali by 
it fi re .” It is certain, however, that an acid 
was never yet converted either by art or nature 
into an alkali, and by the procefs alluded to we 
procure a fait of tartar merely becaufe the acid 
is expelled by the heat while the alkali remains. 

Among the chara&ers that ferve to diftinguifti 
alkalis from acids', Dr. Watfon enumerates the 
Cauftic and fiery tafte of the former, and their 
effervefcence with acids •, but he fhould have 
remarked, that they have this cauftic and fiery 
tafte only when calcined, in which ftate they do 

not effervefce with acids. 

In the efifay on pit-coal we meet with the fol¬ 
lowing curious quotation from Van Helmont, 
.which proves that he was acquainted with what 

we now. call inflammable air: “ Rudus five 
« flatus original is in ftomacho prout et flatus 
<« jiei extinguunt flammam candelae *, ftercoreus 
« autem flatus, qui in ultimis formatur inteftinis, 

a tque per anum erumpit, tranfmilfus, per 
;• 1 « flam- 
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flammam candela; tranfvolando accenditur, ac 
“ flammam diverfi coloris, iridis inftar expri- 
“ mit.” Van Helmont, Oper. p. 405. 

4. Diflertatio medica inaugurals de ufu aqu® 
frigidae externo topico. Auetore Nathanaels 
Ernejlo Z)^A?r, Gedanenfi. 4to, Getting®, 1780. 

P- 6 7 - 

5. Diflertatio inaugurals de ladtis metaftafi-. 
bus. Au<ftore Natbanaele Berendt, Gedanenii. 
4to. Gottingae, 1780* p. 68. 

6. A review of Mr. Aitken’s outlines of the 
theory and cure of Fever, on plain and rational 
principles. With a poetical addrefs to Non- 
fenfe. „8vo. Fdinburgh, 1781, 24 pages. 6d. 

7. The Phyfician’s Vade Mecum : or a concife 

fyftem of the pradtice of phyfic. Extracted 
from the writings of the moft eminent phyficians. 
8vo. Robinfon, 1781. 146 pages. 2s. 6d. 

8. Ragionamento Fifico-chirurgico, &c. i. e. 
A medico-chirurgical diflertation on the efiedh of 
mufic in nervous diforders. By Lewis Defbout^ 
furgeon to the Royal Tufcan Regiment, and 
Profeflbr of Surgery in the General Hofpital at 
Leghorn. 8vo. Leghorn, 17.80. 

The cafe of a young woman who was troubled 
with convuliions, and experienced relief from 
mufic, gave occaflon it feems to this publica- 
Vol. II. N« VI. H h h tion. 
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tion. To this hiftory the autlior has added a 
collection of fimilar faCts from different writers, 
after which he endeavours to eftablifh a theory 
of the effeCts of harmony in fpafmodic affec¬ 
tion. 

9. De l’influence des affeCtions de l’ame dans 
les maladies nerveufes des femmes, avec le traite- 
ment qui convient a ces maladies, i. e. Of the 
influence of the affeCtions of the mind in nervous 
diforders in women, with the treatment proper 
in thofe difeafes. By M. de Beauchene , M. D. 
Phyfician to the Comte de Provence. 8vo. 
Montpellier, 1781. 207 p. 

10. An a pertinaci labore mors? Differtatio 
inauguralis. AuCtore Joanne Francifco Martinet. 
4to. Nancy, 1781. 

The author defcribes the ill effeCts of abftrufe 
ftudy. 

11. Differtatio inauguralis medica de hasmor- 
rhagia uteri partum infequente. AuCtore Fre - 
derico Bezold . 4to. Strafburgh, 1780. p. 42. 


ERRATA. 

Page 134, line 19, cfttr Paris, add, aged 79 years.—p. 179, 1 . 24, and 
p. 1S0, 1. 4, for ‘ nitrous aid’ rtad ‘nitrous air.’— p. 327, 1- 19, for 
* M. Sage’ read ‘ M. Cadet.’—p. 238, 1 , 18, for ‘ put it oft'* read 
‘ pur^e it off.’ 
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